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current events 



"They turned it into a desert and called it peace." 

— Tacitus, describing (he Roman Empire. 



Analy2lrvg the NATO bombing, Noam Chomsky challenges the New 
Humanism; Is it guided by power interests, or by humanitarian 
concern? Is the resort to lores undertaken In the name of principles 
and values'* Or are we witnessing, something more crass and (amiliar? 
With a powerful grasp ol history — and an incisive argument about its relevance 
In this "new era"— Chomsky peels back rhetorical claims that the United 
States and Its altos Tight for a world where those responsible lor ethnic 
cleansing have nowhere to hide. 

The New Military Humanism reveals instead a world where victims of human 
rights violations are either worthy or unworthy. In the case of Tgrirey, its 
Kurdish victims of ethnic cleansing are so unworthy that we sett arms to our 
paying airy to heio It accompftsTi trie task. Meanwhile. Serbia, a disorderly 
miscreant impeding the institution of the U.S. -dominated global system, is the 
target ol impassioned arguments — and bombs — thai ihe UN Declaration an 
Human Rights must be enforced. 

Chomsky saeks ta overcome what George Orwell called a sinister, largely 
voluntary lorm of literary censorship by the wen -educated with the "general 
tacit agreement that 'It wouldn't do' to mention that particular fad" 

With hie uniquely powerful style, Chomsky reviews the many fads that |usl 
won't do From administration knowledge that bombing would escalate Serb 
atrocities, to the eoportunftles for diplomacy passed over in favor c-f war. the 
facts are so numerous as to warrant a chapter on the "denial syndrome": an 
affliction necessary to hold the official version of reality in place. 



"A aersuwivffry argued crifioxie..,c'f NATO's disastrous Kosovo action, pit 
reveals., .ludicrously Dad logic, catastrophic*/')' inhuman* results, and 
trigMwiirig power aitied with both vtotence and casuistry.. .a mil no 
responsible crtoen should avoid confronting. Indlspendabie. " 

—Edward W. Said 



"A bfifllant discussion at the U 5.INAT0 evasion ot 
diplomacy -Aneyp-oparHr and essential work. ' 

— Edward 3. Herman 
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"In the Name of 
Principles and 
Values"* 



The cTirii in Kosovo hrrs excite J passion and visionary exalta- 
tion of a kind rarely witm.-!>b<jd., Tlie events liave been pur- 
tmveJ "j biiduLitk in iiiLemainiiial relations," opening 
the yaw* to astagt ol world history with no precedent, a new epoch 
ot mural rcuiiLidc under the guiding hand of an "idealistic New 
Wotld ttfiU On ending nihil man in'-" Thi = New IWimsm, timed 

m» interest politics of ;i mean -spirited pjst. Novel njiiLeptiunS o( 
world order are be my iotyed. intcrliiccd with nispiraiiuml Lessons 
□bout, humjn afkns and global letielv- TJltic tie* OOnOepTifriS are 
to displace the dilating insti unions cif world order rhai have 
pnn-m to be a ''ifoaawui failure," Iwmce must be. discarded in favor 
of emerging idvfi wiih "LruiO'iClve but J^miLfishle™ depatrures from 
earlier norms. The -Utopian ism fif earlier generations may be fit only 
for ridicule, but the visions that nre to fake then place Lite genuine, 
and genuinely inspiring. 



S™t cit' rhi: [-njh-inl licrc lnv a^e^ied in articles lii the U.S. inJ else- 
where m 1999- Ff" iii ffi wi,,ra ami HflsniajiL-t, 1 ihjuU like to express 
particular thanks to Sanjuy M^,™, D:,v,J P,:t,-™.n, „u] Knui 
Rogue* 
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li the pieturc is true, if it hiih even a parncle of rrnrh. rhen 
reuUrkabk proipttls Ik- lielore us Material and intellectual 
resourres surer, are ar lnanrl re overcome terrible ira#t'dies at little 
cost, with only ;i modi turn of good will. Ir ukes lurk imagination 
or knowledge lu compile j wish list of tasks ro he 1 undertaken thst 
should confer enumious benefits on suffering people. In parri-mlar, 
CiiiTitS of die niiUicv and scak of Kosovo art all too easily found, 
and many could be overcome, at least significantly alleviated, with 
a fraction of the effort and seal expended in the eause that has con- 
sumed the Wesrem power* and their inrelleC-Cnal Cultures in carh 
1999. 

For many good. teaseris, then, wc should seek ro legate and id-eiv 
tiiy such Luskb and problems mid to plate them in the forefront of 
Stret^riiJi) and concern- ll die hiyii- minded i-pint of the liberation of 
Knsnvo has even dined; of authenticity, if al last Leaders jrc acting 
"in the jiftme nf principles and value'" rhar are truty humane as 
confidently proclaimed 1 Vaclav llavell, rhen rhece wdl he i*.CiLinj£ 
uppi.imm.itie j tci place critically imporranr issues on the agenda of 
practical and immediate action. And even if reality turns out ro- fall 
short oi the flatlcTint; self -portrait, the effort srifl has the merit of 
directing attention lu what should be undertaken hv those who 
regard the fine wctfdf AS SOiVietlliui; more- tlian eymejl opportunism, 

l.er us try, rhen. to review and understand what has happened, 
how and Why it is portrayed in rhe manner we hate been, and what 
new- venture? can he undertaken, wirh ease, hv application ol the 
''unbvcrsal pnnciplus and values espoused by European Union and 
NATO leaders" and by the comments to r* who applaud, lh.ei.u- SiilCe 

smiilar in essential respects to the tragedy thai amused such in reus* 
emotion and conunilnient in the early months nf 1999 Apart from 
offering a fair test ol tin- New Humanism tin its nan chosen terrain, 

men tar v moral standards. 

To avoid inisiindersianduig, my aim here is not to contribute to 
rhe de-hare about wliai should, be, or should have- been, dune in 
Kosovo, evcepr isn,genriallv- Rather, it is to examine die framework 
in which events proceeded on then c.iiurse, with us turrie-le human 
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roll: and to consider die likely implications of what rook place, and 
ot its portrayal and Interprets tiun. That requires an almost ivrenclv 
in« shiir tiom the single-minded concentration tit the past months 
on a comer at the deeply tint, bled Balkans, which has displaced to 
the margins other concerns ot no link weiellt- rOr the reasons iust 
indicated the shitr will he limited here ro a narrow category of .111111. 
lai taS-ki atld problems, but should properly he extended far bevcild. 

On March 1$. U-S.-Led NATO forces launched cruise missile* 
and bombs ai tanrets throuiihuiit the Federal Republic ot Yugoslavia 
ibRf ),- pkineina AilienCn into a imtLtarv conflitt that Tre.sident 
Llinrmi said ue^sssat; ro stop elhnie -eleansmt; and hnni; sta- 
bilrn M rem Fni >f k*i H ti in the F re ■ r L p rteJ ^ 
bnmbiny the FR"i, Chntnr. miotmed the nation. _, we are upholdmfj 
w alues puto-nnt , ur interest- nnd HvhIilu.l the . .11^ .if 
peaei "Ae jnn t resp irH ri !u h tin c-1it" =r fd »Ler" tut 

make a diik-icLice. we must trv. and thai is dearly rhe ca.ie itl 
Is isl v 1 . HndvK talterLd in »b the hen Hiit F .1 hi !|v«l enll 
"A lusr and Necessan War." M thc result wtmld have been a morel 
-nrl rr„tcLk dl h rrf J he « Ih^uan k var. * ^uld hue Ull me -1 
people without a homeland. Ilviult in dittieu!t conditions in some or 
the pemrest- countries 10 Europe...." a late- that the U.a, cannot tnh 
emte tot sutterme people. be>fer?rv Ol StaLt MadtLcinc Albrifjht 
liad already sijiinded the alarm, det.lanng on tebruiiry 1 ■ that this 
ktiiJ iM tluns cannot stand, that you cannnr in WS>9 Lave this kind 
or barbanc etluue cleansinu:, It is ultimately hetrer rhar deiviorrAOK's 
Kaitd up aysniiL this kind c* evil."' 

Clinton's turupcan allies agreed. Under rhe headinc "A New 
Generation Draws the Line." British Prime Minister Tonv Blair 
declared rhaT thi! U 3 W.y kmol o! .vai in which wc are tighting "lor 
values, ioi a new inrernaiionallslll where the brutal repression (it 
whole ethnic croups will no Sonfjer be mLfratL-d." "Eur a world where 
tb>se rfipunsible tor such crimes havt iliiwhtre to hide "Wc are 
hshtins tor a world where dicrarois are iw IraiHer able ro visit Ktir- 
fllie- punislimenti on their own peoples in order 10 srav in piiwer. 
We ate entetiim "a new millennium where dicrators kn™- rha[ rbev 
■cannot anr awav with edinie. eleansuij; or repress theu peoples wirh 
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imrmiiiiV-" tjernian FntsriEn Minuter Joschka Fisi_hei Utatut an 
advncare "f w |uc Ulrich Beck a Gennan intelle-i-rual, Itas called 
^ffO'i tic* militarv li'imams-m — the nouon H detended by 
Sccwrarv nf State Madeleine K Albriijht, that the defense m 
human iLtrliC: i = a iorm ot mis-run. ' 

"The New intervcntionisiii'" hailed by intellectual opinion 
and L H 4 ihcU- nh. pr, I^med itm.ii in in * rid irt.irs iil 
which the Enlightened states." will dl bfi he able ro use force 
where rhev "believe it to be discarding 'ilie restrictive ..id 

rules" and obtTitlg 'Wdern notions ot fustic e that they [asluun, 
'Tlir- rrisis m Kosovn illustrates.... America's near wilhnwie-s* tu Ju 
what if think* right— international law nuLw I rhs Binding ■ Now 
itM from the -hi. Lies ">t the L«.U ta^mied .a, 

srrqints of w^rld »rdet- the en lightened states can decline them- 
selves with tull vifjot to the mission of upholding human ri^hr^ and 
hriTuririS justice and freedom CO suffering peopLe e>r.ri,wh.ciL. by 
forced necessary 

Tlie enlightened status die the United States and its hnrnh 
assaciare, perhaps aU> other* who enlist in their crusade* ior jiwriet 
and human righn. The it mission is resisted onlv hy dehani, 
the indolent, and the miscreant," the "disorderly elements 'it the 
world.' The tank of enhehrenmeiu is apparently conkned by defin- 
ition. One *'ill seurell in vain tor credible attempts to provide evi- 
dence or areurnem tor rhe cnticsl distinction hetweeii enlightened 
and disorderly, surely not from history. Hie history is It. an-, event 
deemed irrelei-'ain hy the iarnlhar doctrine nt ' cltange nt course, ' 
which holds tliM, r«. in the riant we- have erred Out nt naivete or 
faulty mtnrrr.iiue.ri. hut now we are returning «> die traditional path 
of righteousness. Examination it the record is nothing more than 
sound tite- .nd .mun rs iK.nr U ^shmLten . hi.t «l 41, e- il 
torcien pokey, hence 'easy to ignore , »e- Jrt iu^rniLH_d Ly hub \,f 
rhe mn^r pmmLnent ichL?lir/;idvL.cares ot the emefgms r^rm*. 1 
There is ^'e^rdinrjlv- lie piirp<3st Lll asking *l«r mifiht be learnt- J 
trnm old mmvy snirics ahnut the past, l-vimi chnuyh die deeisiuii- 
makmi! structure and its inslirutiunal Lds-e rtnwiti [nract and 
unchailge-d. 
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On June 3. NATO anJ Setbia rej.ch.ed * I\mlc AeCfid- The 
U-S- triumphanrlv declared viernrv. having successfully ccn-clnded 
its "iC'week struggle r.o cnnrpel Mr. Milosevic to say uncle." 
Victory, though not yet peace: the ir;>n fist remain'; poised until the 
victim di-R'tniine lliat their intcrprciation of the Peace Accord has 
been imro-itdj- A ttoad COrlieiliL is was ariitulatcJ by Sew Yvik 
Titties global analy?r Thurnas FtLedman: "From the siart die Kosuvu 
problem has been about how we should reacr when bad rliings hap- 
pen in unimjiorranr placer.' 1 The enlightened -rare.; have opened a 
new millennium by providing an answer to this critical question of 
the modem era, puisuinn the moral principle that "uncc the refiigee 
cvieuons organ, isnorrug Kuhuv'-u would be wrong., -arid ifiereforc 
using a Lrnee air war tot a hmiced objective ^jw the mI* thine that 

Inspection of the timing alone shows- thar this aimmrai refrain 
can hardly be accurate: uncon trove rsially, rhe "huge sir u/nr" was 
undertaken before "the refugee evictions be^iin 1 " at a new level; and 
led to a rapid, and vast esculution at evictions -and other atrotiticii, 
faeLi reported extensively in Friedman's, own journal and others. 
Tlmt muiii at Le-iibt ii generdllv recutpuzed. It ean be denied only by 
assuming a detecinmediLante of "intentional ijaidunce," to borrow 
the phrase coined by rhe advocate of the "new iriLctnaiionalLsm." 
just quoted, in an incisive refsnrr he c.i>authored on atrocities of 
U.S. mercenary ffirce; and rhe Srare Deparrmeivr reacricin r-c- rhern ■ 

The stance of inrenri-nnal ignorance has ample precedent A 
cUic account was given by George Orwell in bia r-rcfsice to 
Aiuma£ Farm, ahieh he devoted tc- the wuys in which in free soci- 
eties "'Unpopular ideas ^an be silence-J, and inconvenient facts 
kept dark, without any need for anv olfieial bail." This "sinister" 
form oi' "literary Cfnsursliip"' is "lirre-uly voluntary.' 1 Orwell 
observed- lii part it derives from a good edMCicicn, which Liunllf 
the "penpral tacit agreeinenr that 'it wouidn'r d-o- 1 to mention that 
particular facr." As- a con sequence ot such intennonal ipnoran.ee 
and- other facron, "Anyone who challenge? the prevailing orlho^ 
doxy finds himself silenced with surprising effectiveness," Animal 
Farm is perhaps Orwell'! mint Ihiikhjs book, the prcia.ee one e>t his 
least known essiiys- It remained unpublished, and wns discovered 
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only thirty years later, rheTi pronimenrly publiilied, on.lv to return 
to general nbl ivion.' 

While FricdiiiBiV? ™n (and conventional) answer 10 Ins rhetori- 
cal dyesram is untenable, a credible answer appears in the sauie 
journal on the same Jav, [hough only ohliqucly. Reporting item 
Ankara, correspondent Stephen Kinser writes thst "Turkey's best- 
known human rigKis advocate |AV» Birdul] entered prison" c* 
serve- his sen tenet for having "urge.d rhe state to reach a peaceful 
settlement with Kurdish lebels."" Looking beyond the sporadic and 
generally uni nfonnative or misleading new; reports win! coramcu- 
tjry, discover that the seiltenciny of [lie eouragcous president of 
die Human RirIiis Association of Turkey is only one episode Ol 3 
fampaiifn oi intimidation and harassment of human rights advo- 
cates who a-re investigating and rcputtinj! hontTicio.us atrocities and 
call ins fur peaceful resolution ot a conflict, that lias been matked by 
one of the most savage campaigns of ethnic cleansing anil scare tfT- 
tot of the 1990s. The campaitfti hss proceeded with mounting fury 
thanks ft) tht active participation of the Leader of the eDliEfhtened 
rtiitrt, "upholding our valuta, prorectiitB out interests, and advanc- 
ing the cause of peace' ; (in the President's words) in a way that is all 
too familiar to those who Jo nor prefer intention ul t^kOta-nce. 

We return to details, merely noting tit re that those events ot the 
11390s, continuing right now and Hiking plate within NATO and 
under European jurisdiction, provide a rather striking illustratitin- 
far from [lie only one— (if the answer given by the enlightened 
states [0- rhe question of "how we should react when bad rhinos 
happen in unimportant places": We should react hy helping to esca- 
late (he uf'AiitfJ, a mission accomplished in Kosovo as tfell. Such 
elements ot the teal world of today raise some rather serious ques- 
tions about llif New Human Km ; even if we adopt the doctrine of 
"change oi course" and agree to efface history and itf lessons about 
the institutions of power that reign virtually unchallenged, free to 
do what they ''think right.™ 

By chance, the credible answer to Friedman's quest ion was con- 
firmed, and the contours ot the New Humanism dearly delineated, 
hy the second el rhe two raajot rational journals, the Washirgum 
Past, in paired editorials at tlie war's end- One is entitled "Kosovo's 



Bumpy Road," the other, "Turkey 1 * Kurdish Opening, 1 ' The first 
offers advice to NATO. the second expresses die "hopes" ol 'friends 
of Turkey,"" 

In the ease Oi KoSOvO, 'X'.i:ii.n>r.->fi diOuld "'shew no sympathy" 
for die villains responsible for savage ethnic cleansing and other 
atrocities conducted under NATO's bombs. On the contrary, 
''NATO should intensify its hombiny" if it delerts any sign ot 
"recalcitrance" in living up to principles that "can't be tonipru- 
mised, 1 ' Primary among these is the principle lltit llit iiltenLiitiOLrtl 
peacekeeping foree mandated hy the U.N. Security Council must 
have "ii NATO uenerai at lis command— not an ofiVisI of the 
United Nations, the European Union, the Organi;ation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe |OSCE| ot anybody else.' 1 -' In 
other WLjrds, "NATO must firmly reject the Security Council 
Resolution it had rust initiated and signed, which called (or an 
"international security presence ' : deployed "under U-N. nuspi-.es," 
"with suhwantial NATO participation" (arid no further mention ol 
NATO). And any "recalcitrant" in submit tni?; to NATO's umlat^ 
eral decisions shuuLd be met with renewed viofence bv the stern 
disciplinarian. 

In the caw; of Turkey, the story is different. Washington should 
1U0SL definitely "ihou 1 iyinpsThy" thr rhe villains responsible for saw 
age ethnic cleansing ami other atrocities against the Kutds, surclv 
comparahle to Serbian crimes in Kostsvti ,ir:J not carried out under 
NATO's bomhs. Not a very sutprising eontlusion, since 
Washington occupies a prominent, place amont! die villains In iln 
case uf Turkey and the Kurds, it is the "captive leader of the 
Kurdish separatist ino ven le tit," Abdullah Ocalan. who is- "widely 
held responsible for the death ol" [housviiidi [mote SC-.Xir?tely. Tens of 
thousands] in the Kutds' war with the Turks." The term "widely 
held" excludes the leading international human rights organiza- 
tions snj independent scholarship hur includes Ankara and 
Washin^ron. Similarly, and with comparable merit; in Bclyrade and 
Perhaps Moscow it is the yuemlla forces, of the Altmiiaii separatist 
movement that are "widely held responsible" Ujt death at thousands 
in the Albanians' war with die Perl's in ihc period before the 
NATO boiLibirm, of course the relevant E*fiod tor an assessment nf 
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The decision w bomb. There were m Jet J atrocities during this peri- 
od; wt icLum to Washington's aeeounr of them. Nu serious analyst 
regards rhem as remotely i-uinparahle to the atrocities carried our hy 
"the- N"ATO-oritnted Turkish armed forces"— r he editors' term for 
ihe Turkish military forces armed and trained by Washington, with 
an increasing flow of arms as atrocities mounted arid the Clinton 
Administration n'ai her? nn demonstrating "Amencai. new willing- 
ness to do wliar. ir thinks right." 

The editors issue no tall lot bom rung Ankara or Washingrnn. 
Rather, "friends of Turkey must hope it can muster the courage to 
broaden it* perspective and w conduct an ho nesi exploration of the 
O^stlari initiative" for a peaceful settlement, referring to the peace 
initiative ot lilt, "caprive leader" that has been rejected for seven 
years- by the Turkish government and its friends in Washington, 
and still is, as "Turkey's best-known human rights advocate" had 
learned justdavs before. If Turkey chooses "to treat its naricinal can- 
m m b 

h h m 
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"new nfles of die game 1 ' as a reversion to die colonial era, with the 
resort m iotcc "cloaked m moralistic n g lite oils ness ■ as trie ncn aria 
pOwenTil du "what seem? to them tu he justified" Another conin'ien- 
rator, head of the Center Party and wife of ihe en.Chief ot Staff, 
writes thai '"-power ran and peaee losi": "the niles of the game, are tar 
from liavirlg been changed. . .In this story there are no good and evil, 
only very evil and less evil" At a very different point on the spec- 
trum, Alexander Subhenitsyn, a Wesrem idol when he if .saying the 
right things, offers a suLcmct definition of the New Humanism: "The 
aggressors have kicked aside the L T ."N., opening a new era where 
Tr.i E hr Ls right." Tu lake a hit example, Vuk Draskovic, deposed by 
Milosevic for oppOSL^£ hi^ wax poliev and calliric, for peacs.- protests, 
revived high praise in rhe West as the Good Serb, the voice uf res- 
son and independence in the government and the hope for Serbian 
democracy in & posr-Milosevie era. His opposition was based, on 
Solthcniisyns tbesis: "we must rer.ogniie the fuel thai ihe world 
today is often ruled hy the rule of power, and nut the rule of law. "We 
must be ver^' brave and approach compromise." 11 

We return to a broader sample, representing a good parr of the 
world'* population, perhaps a majority, one respected hawkish policy 
analvst alleges. They might agree with an observation by the proniLiicnt 
and influential— though little celebrated— red ical pacifist A.j. Muste: 
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The prcifciem it Let i WHI Li with The Victor. He think H hp ha.-i jlht 

provqj th;<t lvhf ,r,J i-iuLciiee pay. Whc will now teach him i 
leW 

■There shoLild he raj indul-jlny in illusions about IXATOI mm- 
ing at defending Kosovats, 1 ' SoLhalilivtl added: "if rhe prorecrion 
nt The oppressed was their teal concern, they could have been 
defending for example die miserable Kurds, who have been torn by 
different eountnes lot about 40 or 50 years, and ate subject to 
extermination" — an evag^erarinn. bur hardly worse than thi- 
extreme forms of Holocaust revisionism that compare the horren- 
dous Serb atrocities thai followed the bombing to Hitler i genoadal 
policies, a comparison (Hat would tut a wide swath wire IT r.aken 
itfiomly. Is'ATO tolerates Turkey's ethnic cleansing and terror 
because it is rhi;u "payiny allv." Sutalwrutsyn adds, confirm inj; the 
judgment in the West about tire ''tJOodwLll Turkey has. hmlr «P over 
in actions in the Kosovo crisis" as it pay; its dues once again. This 
Time joining m the "momlisiit righteousness' 1 of the rich and pow- 
erful over Turkish-stile attoC-it es 

The conjunction elides no norice, a fact that miyht interest peo- 
ple genuinely concerned abnu. the moral and mtelleetual culture of 
tin. enlightened srares. 

The larger issues highlighted bv the most recent (jf die war; erf 
Yugoslav secession tame inlu focus with the fadnig of the Cold 

the piirt of states or alliances on humanitarian grounds, which 
extends the scope of legiiimare use of force There is "eneral ayrce- 

inttTvciiliOn" ace phrased in different ways, reflectinf; the evalua- 
tion iji the intent and liVelv consequences of the "emerging norms 
of justified inrervenrion. 11 " 

The. enlarged opririns are oi two kinds: those carried out under 
United Nation; auspices and in conformity with trie U N. Charter, 
which is agreed to her the foundation Cl imetnaibOrtal l?ve in the 
pfsr-Wnrld War II period; and those carried out unilaretally, with 
no Security Council authorization, by sTatei or alliances (.the U5- 
<>r NATO for example. Of 'he Warsaw Pact in earlier years). If suffi- 
ciently powerful. arrogant, and infernally well- disc ip lined., atitJ) 
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alliances mav designate themselves iL ilw inte rnjirional community" 
[standard ptar.rice in the U.S. and often MATO gene-rally). 
Questions arise about the first category, hut that is nol Out topic 
here. Rather, we are eoncetned with the "emerging norms of justi- 
fied, niter-vent inn" bv staLes or alliances that do riot seek or are nut 
granted authorization from the intematicincil cofil'muriity, but rhat 
use force betau.se '"they believe it to be. just." In pratnee-, that 
reduces to "America'.! new willingness tci do whar it thinks li^lit," 
apart from operations in "un import mil CCurrries" of no eoneem to 
trie reigning filohal superpower (lor example, peacekeeping inter- 
venr.Knn of The West Attitun Mates, which received ret restive 
authoruaiic-ti from the Urittot Natio-nsJ. 

From one perspective, the extended scope of mtetventicin ha; 
always heen legitimate, indied merirorious, hut was. obsrructed dur- 
ing the Cold War because "the defiant, the indolent, and rhe mis- 
creant" who resist the mission were then able L0 rely for support on 
the Communist powetS. dedicated to subversion and Insurrection as 
they sought u> conquer rhe world, 1 ' With ike Cold War over, tlic 
,L disnrderLy" eari no longer impede the !<00<1 worts of rhe enlight- 
ened .states, and the New Humanism can Therefore flourish, under 
rheir wise and just lesdership. 

From a contrasting perspective, '"the neiv interventionisiTi" is 
icplayinfi an old record. It is an updated variant oi traditional prac- 
tices that were impeded m a bipolar world system that allowed 
some space for nonaliynurem — 3 concept that effectively vanishes 
when one nf the two poks disappears.' The • irt llmon, and to 
some ewent China, set liLTiir.i on the actions, of the Western powers, 
in their traditional domains, not only by virtue nf the military 
deterrent, hut alsu because of their <K.ej.sional willmfrness, however 
Opportuniitie, to lend support to targets, of Western subveraiem and 
aggression (in ptaence, -:i-v^TVi'i"iL-l;iiiriylv l.l.S.-hased, for ol'vion? 
reasons of power]. With the Sonet deterrent in decline, the Cold 
War victors are more free to exercise rheir will under the cloak of 
good intentions but in pursuit oi interests that have a v-ery familiar 
ting outside the realm of enlightenment. 

The self.de seribed beaters nf eniighrenmc-nt happen to be the 
rich and powerful, the inheritors of the eoloiU?! and neocolonial 
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systems of global domimwv they are the North. lLl- First World. 
The disorderly miscreants who defy them hare been at the other 
end of the stick they are rhe South, rhe Third World — che Mevel- 

uoLiJus with a heavy ideological overlay, The division is nor sharp 
and clear; nothing is in lIil' domain jf human affairs. But t.he ten- 
dencies are hard to miss, arid the> suggest some reasons tirr the dif- 
ference of pe[speccive ill interpretation oi "tin; emerging noims of 
justified i n retention. " 

Trie- conflict of 1 rite r pre tat ion is diffic.uk to resolve if history is 
declared irrelevant and rhe pressor scene is glimpsed only through 
the filters established by the enlightened stares, which transmit die 
uvil deeds of official enemies while blocking unwanted images: to 
Lakf the uium obvious emmt iLluslratinnj. armories pas^ through 
unhindered, even uiagnihcd, if they act attributable to Belgrade, 
bur riot if they trace batk to Arikar a/ Washing on. As long as these 
restrictions on inquiry ate observed, the preferred interpretation 
ha? at leas,r a chance to survive inspectiOn.- 

The jreneral questions will he deferred to The end (chapters 6 
and 7), but they he in the nor very distant background of il* con- 
sideration of particular humanirarian crimes: Kowvo Albanians, 
Kurds of Turkey > and others. If we hope to undersrand any thing 
abouL line world, in such particular cases- we should ask why deci- 
sions on forceful intervention arc made tint wav or another hy the 
states, with the power lu es.tTi_.ist' their fudgmt-nt and will. The 
questions were raised ai lllf OuLset of the intnl revival of the thesis 
that rhe enlightened states should use force when they "believe it 
ia he just"— "revival" is the right Willi , because of its well-known 
and di = nngmshed origins. In the liJ93 American Academy 
Conference on Emerging Norms, one of the most distinguished fig- 
ures in the academic discipline of inrernarioi.il relations, Littlest 
Haas, raised a simple and cogent, question, which has since received 
a clear and instructive answer. He observed that NATO was then 
intervening in Iraq and Bosnia to protect Kurd, and Muslim... snj 
asked: "w ill NATO take the same intervention!* view if and when 
Turkey begin.; TO k.r more lieav.lv oil its Kurdish insurgents !" The 
question poses a clear test of The New Humanism: Is it guided by 
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power interests, or by buLtiailitanan concern? h the report to force 
undertaken "in the name of principles and values," as professed! Or 
are we witnessing something more crass and farniliar! 

The test vJa; a good one-, and the answer was not long in com- 
ing- A_ Haas raised the question,. Turkey was leaning much inore 
heavily on the Kurdish population of rhe Southeast while rejecrmi! 
offers of peaceful settlement char would permit cultural and linguis- 
tic rights. Very shortly the operation escalated CO extreme* of eth- 
nic cleansing and $raw terror. NATO took a very definite "inter- 
ventionist view," in particular NATO's leader, which intervened 
decisively to escalate the atrocities. The ideological institutions 
adapted in the manner just illustrated, also following 3 familiar 

The implications concerning the larger issues seem rather clear, 
particularly when we compare this "interventionist view" to the 
one adopted for [he Kosovo crisis, a lesser one on moral grounds, 
noc only for reasons of scale [crucially and dramatically, priot CO the 
decision to bombard the FR\) but also because it is outside the 
hounds and jurisdiction (rf the- NATO power; and their institutions, 
unlike Turkey, which is squarely within, The two cases differ 
sharply on a different dimension, however: Serbia is one of those 
disorderly miscreants that impede the institution of the U.S. -domi- 
nated global system, while Turkey is- a loyal client, scare chat con- 
tributes substantially to this- project. Again, the factors that drive 
policy do not seem hard to discern, and the ''Morth-South 7 ' divi- 
sion* over the larger issues and their interpretation setm to lall into 
place as well. 

The leading issues that arise ate not resolved hy a single e*am- 
ple, and this one case itself requires, careful elaboration and inquiry. 
The natural conclusions have a prima facie plausibility, however. 
When we look more closely *e find. I think, that these conclusions 
come through loud and clear. We also find chat they are reinforted 
by a broad range- of considerations that rcadl *ell beyond military 
intervention, including international financial arrangements, trade 
agreements f control over technology and material and human 
resources, and the whole array ol devices ny which power is con- 
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centrnted and (i-rganbed, and applied to instiuiie systems of domi- 
nation and cuutrol- 

Thcse are the kinds ot quesrion.3 that shniild he in the immediate 
background as rum to ihe "unimportant p;ucc;'' of elite percep- 
tion, ask whnr it happening there and ivhy, and muaT importantly, 
why power systems make the choices they do and what we should 
he doing about those choiccs- 

Thc New Humanism was given forceful expression in the 
Clinton Doctrine, out Lined by National Security Advisor Anrhony 
Lake, the Adm ill istrac ion's leading Inrellecmnl: "Throughout the 
Cold War wk contained a global threat to market democracies, 11 but 
now we can move on to "consolidate the victory of democracy and 
open markers," Press commE-ntarors had already Ji'iVjir: : dial 
"with the end of the cold war., .intcrvaitionis-rn has won Out"; the 
issue that remains is whether poLiey will be guided by Bush-sryle 
balance of power realism or the Clinton-Lake "'new-Wilsonian' 
view in which trie United. States uses it; monopoly on power to 
intervene in oilier countries to promote democracy."- 1 

Smil nm of Clinton', "ntw-Wilmnianiim" convinced 
observer; that American foreign policy had entered ;s "noble pfuise" 
with a "sainrh glow," though more sober voices warned that by 
'granting idealism a near exclusive hold on our foreign policy'' we 

between these poles that serious discussion largely proceeds." 

Though die new era opened wiih the fall oi the Berlin Wsll in 
November m? according to the logic of the doctrine, ir is only a 
decade Later, *nh rhe NATO inrervenrion to protect Kosovo 
Albanians from brutal ethnic cleansing, rhar its conrours have r^'er: 
firmly established. The NATO hombings are therefore a defuung 
momenr in world affairs, the first time in history when she "saintly 
glow" of policy shines through for all to see — "evidently'" and 
^'obviousLy. 1 ' respected voices announce,' 1 It is- symbol LcalLv appro- 
priate that this remarkable tie* eta should break fcni.> .at die open- 
ing of the third uiilleniiiuill (if the Christian era, perhaps to be the 
ihetll-t of insrutlng rhetoric asrhe day approache*- 

Even skeptics agreed, long before Kosovo, rhar "clearly, some- 
thing important is going On, 1 '' That much is surely true, and the 
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flood of Impassioned rhetoric accompanying the NATO interven- 
tion oi T399 underscores, its importance. 

Any attempt to address the topic should distinguish death- 
between two questions: U) what should be dune, and (2) what is 
being do tie and why The answers to question (2) bear on the 
choice of action, bus do not determine ii. Ir is easy to find historical 
examples in which actions undertaken on cynical ground', Ot 
worse, had beneficial consequences [har weir- plausibly anricipared. 
so it might have been appropriate to support such actions whatever 
the motives and goals. It is mote diflicull to find examples of state 
actions undertaken on buiiianitaiian grounds, but insofar is such 
exist, they might ha we (anticipated) beneficial or harmful conse- 
quences. Though the raeresc truisms, these distinctions should be 
kept in timid in the presem esse as in s]l others- 

Quesiion (2) is of particulai importance when it ;s elevated to 
extraordinary heights, as in the contemporary rhetoric of political 
leaders and commentators with regard to the New Humanism and 
its exemplification in NATO's Balkan intervention. It is that ques- 
tion that will concern me here. We can expect with some confi- 
dence that cases of the kind discussed will continue to arise. 
Valuable lessons- can be learned by examining question (Z) against 
the background of the broader tange of questions raised by the New 

Even a cursory examination shows rhat the proclamations ol rhe. 
New Humanism ire 31 hesr highly dubious. The narrowest focus, on 
the NATO intervention Ln Kosovo alone, suffices to undermine the 
lofty pronouncements. A broader look at the contemporary world 
powerfullv reinforces the conclusion, and brings forth, wirh stark 
clarity "the values" that are actually beiny upheld, If we deviate fur- 
ther from the marching orders that issue from Washing tun and 
London and allow ihe pasi jo enter the discussion, we quickly dis- 
cover char, the "Ne* 1 Generation" is the old generation, and that 
the "new inter nation a I ism'' replavs old and unpleasant records. The 
actions, of dis-tingmsbed forehears. as well as rhe justifications 
offered and their merits, should also give us pause. High level plan- 
Tung for the new millennium; at least some of which ls available to 
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those who choose to know, adds further warnings for people who 
really aw committed to the values that am: proclaimed. 

Trie British prtiS reporred chill Britain's phase ot the NATO 
homnmg was to he railed "Operation Agricoln,'" If so, the choice- is. 
apt, and a tribute ro Britain's (,LaiSK?l education. Apart from heiriE; 
a major criminal who helped aire the country's Celtic, infect ion, 
Agrieola was rhe father-in-law of Tacitus, noLed for his. observation 
that "crime once cxyused had ™ refuse but ill amdacirv." and fur his 
farnous description of rhe Roman empire: "Brigands of the world, 
rhev rrearc a iliwilarion and caLl it peace-"' 

Let us bepti hv keeping tu the rules and focusing attention on 
the designated case: Serb atrOCULes in Kosovo, which ate quire teal, 
and oiten Unfitly, ^.'e immediately discover iliar the bombing was 
ran undertaken m "-response 1 to ethnk titans Hie and to "reverse" 
it as leader- aUtsed-=" With full awareness of rhe likely conse- 
queries. Uinron and Mair decided in favor of a war that led CO 9 
radical escuWion ot ethnic cleansing along with other deleterious 

In the year heirae the boinbiui». according to NATO wirces, 
about 2000 people had been killed in Kosovo iinii several hundred 
thou-*nd hsd bee nrnc internal refugees.. The humanitarian cata- 
strophe was overwhelmingly attributable to Yugoslav police and 
military torces, the mam victims being ethnic Albanians, common- 
ly assumed ft. constitute abour 90% of the population by the 19Wi- 

Pnor to the bombing, and for two (lay* following its onset, [he 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
reported no dara on refugees, though many Kosovars— Albanian 
and SerL — had been leaving the province for years, and entering as 
well, sometimes a= a direct consequence of the Balkan wsrs, some- 
times tor economic and Other reasons." After tliree days ot bomb- 
ing, UNI ICR reported on March 17 that 400U had fled Kosovo 
Albania and Macedonia, the two neighboring countries. Lntil 
April 1 the UNHCR provided no daily iigures on refugees, accord- 
ing to the New Yffl-fe Times. By April 5. the Times reported char 
"more than 350.000 have lett KoSkivc. since Match 24, ' reiving on 
UNHCR figures, while unblown numbers oi -aeros neo. nortn to 
Serbia to escape the increased violence from the Air and on the 
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ground. After the war. u was reported rhar half rhe Serb population 
had "moved out -vhen the NATO bombing begin. " There have 
beeil varying estimates ot the niiniber ot refugees within Kosovo 
before the NAlO bom bins- Cambridge University La* Professor 
Mart Wellei', legal Advisor to rhe Kosova (Kosovo Albanian) 
Delegation ai rhe 1 999 Ram bou filer Conference on Kriwn, reports 
that after rhe withdrawal of the miernational monitors (KVM. 
Kosovo Verification tviisuon) on March 19, IW. "within a few 
Jays the number of displaced had again risen ro over 200.000." 
BaMne himself on U.S. intelligence, House Intelligence Committee 
Chair Porter Goss gave the estimate i>t 150,000 interna Uv dis- 
placed. The UNHCR reputed on March U that "more than 
2.30,000 people remain displaced within Kosovo-" 1 "' 

By the time of the peace aixord of June 3. rhe UNHCR reported 
671.500 lessee* beyond rhe hordes of the FRY, in addition co 
70,000 in Monrenec.ro and 75.000 who wenr rr> orher countries.-'' 
To rbese we may add the unknown numbers displaced within 
Kosovo, perhaps some 2-500,000 in the year before the bombing, 
far more afterwards, with varying estimates: and according to the 
Tfugoslav Red Cross, over a million dispLated within Serbia after 
the bombing, v along witli many who left Serbia. 

The numbers repotted from Koiovo are, uiiforiunaLelv, all too 
fimiliar- To mention onb wo OAses that ate pcime llLLiLtatioiis ol 
"our values" in the 1990s, the refugee toll prior to the NATO 
bombinp i.s .similar to rhe State Department e.stimate for Colombia 
in the simp year [we return ro rhk instructive comparison); and rhe 
IJNHCP. totals ar rhe war's end are about the same as the number 
of Palestinians wh.; fled or were evpelled in 19+8, another policy 
issue that as very much alive today, In th-ar case, refugees numbered 
about 750,000, 8.5% of the population, with over 400 villages lev- 
elled, and ample violence. The comparison was not overlooked in 
The Israeli press, which Jescribed Kosovo as Palestine 194ft with 
TV cameras (Gideon Lc\i). Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon warned 
chat if "NATO's aggression" is "legitimised.," the nest step might be 
a call for auronorrn and links to the Palestinian Authority for 
Galilee- -the "underpopulated Galilee" [Irving Howe), meaning 
chit it has too few - lews and roo many Arahs. Orhers commenr thar 
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"the Serbs tOuU almost have studied Israeli rafTics in W4fi in their 
village destruction campaign, except of course the Palestinians had 
no "NATO ro buck ihem up" llan Williams, a feive-ot supporter of 
rhe^ATOhomlMng):*- 

Tl> be suit, the Palestinians could appeal to a U.N. Resolution 
that guaranteed ^em tilH -' r'fiht tjl ' ieTurn t,r ' i( chey rt,:u -^- rtlTn " 
pension: U-N. 194 ot Dec. 11. 1948, which spelled out the 
intended mean.nj; of Af'hde 13U! of i he Universal LX-dararion ol 
Human Rights (I'D), adopted the preceding day, Bui such guaran- 
tees depend oil the will of the suoerrviwer,. primarily rhe United 
Srarts. which regarded ihe U.N". Resolution ns a inert- formality. 
Meanwhile Art ink- 13U) became pertwps the best-knowm Article 
of the UD as it was converted into an ideological wenpon against 
the Sevier enemy for violating it by ieki<inG r.o allow Jews to leave, 
a weapon wielded with tjreat indignation- passion, and fl ni(i«li*nc 
righteousness," and always with omission of the fir>sl words guaran- 
tecilifi the- right (o return m one's own country, a display of audacity 
that might have impressed Tncitus. and thai proceeded, annually 
without li kite note or raised eyebrow, an interesting illustration of 
Orwell's maxim. None die less, supporr for Article 13<2> remained 
official policy until it v,'as rescinded by Preside™ Clinton, who tor- 
malizcd iii* >rand thai unworthy victims should :, h.wme a p tuple 
without a homeland, living ill difficult conditions in some of the 
poorest countries" Hi rhe world, far poorer than diese of Europe. 1 - 

Clifton's formal renunciation of Aitiefe 1-1 of die UD received 
the usual notice- -ero — which is fitting: L'-S- isolation I it the 
United "Nations is so routine as pe-d^ps ™t to merit report. And 
when the world is out of Step, as it so commonly is. its position can 
be disregarded- Thus today, reporting on violence in Lebanon thai 
Ls traced to ihe miserable ccniirtioiis of Palestinians living there in 
hopeless wile, the NiJtt YuTfe Totwj can report that "The authorities 
|m LlL™»i-.| have always insisted that-. -the Paleslinians must be 
allowed to return (tithe hinds th ey fl-t-'d in 1948." So the authoring 
m Lebanon have though it would he mote infomracive to point out 
that Israel and The U.S. {since CI in cm) are alone in rejeenng 
He solution iy-4 and llw Article of the UD thai it spells out. 
Adopttnij the same mode of shaping History, (he report goes on to 
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describe how 'cross-border arracks on Israel hy rjlestiniaii niilicias- 
prompted the Israeli invasion tit 19R2," a conventional U.S. rendi- 
tion of the fact rhar cioss -border attacks hatl Ions ceased apart from 
the murderoiis attacks in the other ditfCTiOn, as Israel desperately 
sought (o elicit some tLTrorisl actions rhai could serve :js a prett'M 
for its planned U.^.-baded invasion. One can hardly atcm* tLe 
reporter of' itcil, h^^ftver: rhar ha= long been the official line in 
the I'-S. — thou^b nor in lsraei, when: the truth has been openly 
g.nd publicly recognized from thf litsl d?vi of its invasion of 
Lebanon in 19S2.» 

Sucll examples, which are lefiiClt. should nor he store- J in du^ty 
cabiiiers hut rvthet placed 00 the from shelf, in p l^in view, as wl? 
watch the next olupiets of history unfold, 

The distill': LiOll between worthy and unworthy victims is tradi- 
tional, as is hs hasis, remote horn any moral principle aparr from 
the ripllis demanded by po*er and privilege- IWnmervtrition on 
tht rliatier is rich and compel ling, but excluded from polite compa- 
ny by Orwell 1 " maxim," 

As noted, Clinton's uppuiuion to rhe rir^hr of return lor victims 
erf large scale ethm'e cleansing left Washington in its taiinliat posi- 
tion of isulatKm in the international community, mid in llkt eiHijlly 
familidi position dl iim u Ira neon; ly rejecting tiic principles of rhe 
UL> (for unworthy uiciims. FalestLnian.s and riutny othets-! and pas- 
sionately upholdntG them (for worthy viciilTii, now Kosovo 
AlhariLsnsi- Though readily understood in lairo of |iowe! irLterests, 
the disrinr:tions. when noticed at all, 'aK porctayed as "double stan- 
dards." or '' m tit a Ires" in respectable cciinruenrary. Attention to the 
facts reveals that there is a single Mand.ard, the one that great pow- 
ers typically observe, and tl lit although plans may yo awry (aggres- 
sors have been defeated, eic). rhe "mistakes" lire overwhelmingly 

Tjie worthy:'uinvorthv caregories sire ivfren identilied in a^Eilples 
anil shiftiny; wavs. Thus Saddam I lussem wii' a friend and ally and 
proper tecipiem of iubstanhal militaty and Other 5ij from the 
lLS./U_K_ [?nd other enlightened slates} while he was only qa^Lrifj 
Kurdsj torturing dissident's, and otherwise commuting the worst 
crimes of his careet, But he inHaluly became a reincarnation of 
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Atnla the Hull when he disoheved orders in August Wl>. dieti 
renaming : favored status alter die. Oulf war. m MjelIi 1WL 
whi.ii lie was tacitly authorized bv thel..S. k> conduct the imirder- 
uu<. suppression ot a ihi'iLs uprising in the cnjuih anil a Kurdish 
uprising in the Nurtli l^ashincton's support jmrrlied in order 
to preserve ''aLftbllLtV- i-flmment aton thoughThilh- interned), hie 
mm lt L k ll ^iJin hitudtu le triML.m L t ln.n lliU 
while rtrciittheninc it? dictator, bueh polirv *dT«. which arc cum- 
Tiirni. r^uire mnsldeTahk ajjilitv on trie part ot those committed m 
Orwdl's maxim.-'' 

! i-inrmuing with hosovo. rrtn-atitd- reported iLial limned lately 
airei The bomb™ hvga.ii. the terror reached ihe- capiral city or 
Prist ina, mostly spared hftrire. and provided credible accounts ui 
larce-srale dominion of village'-, brutal atrocities, and a radiejl 
increase m generation ot relu-jees. pcrliaps an effort to expel die. 
Albanian population. Similar reports, aenerally quite credible, were: 
pniiiiineiuly featured throujjliuui die media and loumals, in raTciv 
i l ind Ltttn h.nit,!^ dtml rhr un,l pr^ti.i m ihe iei! 
worthy vlcriiw under attuufc bv attUnl encmicb. 

CJne index oi tin.- cheers ot "the huge an war' ^'Sf offered hy 
Robert Haydeu. director ot the Center iot Russian and East 
European Studies ot the University ul PiitsUireh: "the casualties 
trains Sc-tli erulians. in the first tluec or rhe war are higher 

thin -ill tif The oasualties on both sides in Kosovo in the three 
mmuLi-i that led up tc: this war. and vet those three mouths 
.upp<-iied rii he ii humanitarian catastrophe, ■ Admittedly, ULMial- 
ries among Sprb civilians amount to little in the coilleM Ot the lin- 
guist hysteria that was whipped up tor a war jj/ainsi Serbs. Bur rhe 
to-ll iiwmj Albanians in the tirsr three weeks, estimated at the tune 
in the hundred ihough presumably ninth tiKsher, w«« surely tar 
behind tin' o| ihe preceding three mondis and prohahlv the pie- 

Chi Match 27. L.S.-NATOL^tllliiSl-idintTOeneriilU'eik-y L.lark 
ann-miK-ed that it was "entirely predicrahle" that Serb tutrar and 
wwlpiire would mteniity aiiet the NATO bombing On the unit- 
day. State Dcpiirtineril spotesperion lames Rubin said rhar Thv 
1 Inifed. Slater i(. exlreiTielv alarmed hy reports .hii citalatmL; pat- 
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temofSCThian attacks on KoMiyai AlbanLdn CivilialU," iwv Strrih- 
□ted in large part to paramilitary fonces. Shortly after, Clark reporr- 
eJ a^airi that he wa^ not surpriNed hy the; .sharp escalation of Serb 
terror after the btaubil'iS: ''The military aurhoriiies rtilly anticipated 
[he virions approach that Milosevic would adopt, as we-11 as due ti-i- 
rihle efEiLiency wLth which he would cany it out,""'" 

Oenttal Clark's phraie "entirely predictable" is an overstate- 
ment. Nothing in hum'rin artairs is "entirely pre dLCt able,' 1 surely not 
the effects inf extreme violence. But whac happened ar nrce was 
highly likely. As obsc-rvud by Carries Lord of the "Flercher School of 
Law and Dipkraiaty-, formerly a Buih Adrnmiitranon rational secu- 
rity advisor, "■enemies often teacT when hhcir. at," and "though 
Wesrem oflitials (-ontinue ro deny it, there tin be little doubl [hat 
the bombing campaign has provided rxith motive and. opporrunirv' 
for a wider and more savage Serbian operation than wliar was firsi 
envisioiitd""- — by some, at least, if not the Collllaaildirifi General. 

The Otltwrne was not unantiripuced in Washington. On "March 
5, Italian Prime Minister Massimo D'Alema visired Washingtim, 
warning Clinton that if MduscvK did not capirulare immediately, 
"ihe result.. .uxvuld be ro 40U.0O0 Tefucees passing into 

Albania" — and, he feared, Italy. Clinton turned to NaUunal 
Security Advisor Sandy Beiger, u>ho told D'Alema that in that case 
"NATO will keep bombing. h with still more homfk results. House 
intelligence ( irjmmittee Uha.ii F'orter Uoss miornied the media rhar 
"Our inrelheence comtnunitv warned us lllOTitrn and days before 
[the hombincl that we would havt a virtual explosion ot rehiac-cs 
owet the Z50.iXX) that was txpeeied as ot last year [pre-bumbinfjl, 
that the Serb resolve would increase, that the conflict would 
ipread. and that there- wO-uld he tchruc cleansing. As (ar back as 
1992. European monitors in Macedonia had "predicted a sudden, 
massive influx ot ethnic Albanian rehieees ii hostilities spread into 

The reasons for these expectations are cleat enough; people 
"react when .shot at" — not by gartarultnt! the attackers with flowers, 
and not where rhe attacker is strong, but where they are strong; in 
this case, on the ground, noi by sending jet planes to bomb 
Washington and London. 1c takes no particular genius to reach 
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these conclusions-, nor Jf-^fcis to secret intelligence. The e-ver 
NATO rhreat of direct invasion made the brural reaction even 
mow likely, again for rtusons That could hardly have escaped 
Clinton. Blair, [heir associates, and co mine lira tors. One may recall 
how rhe U.S. reacted during: World Wat U when it was never under 
rhe rtmoKsc threat ol Japanese attack— and in fact, had not been 
under any threat since (he war .if 1 S 12. 

The threat of bombing presumably had already led to an 
increase in atrocities, rliniLgh evidence is slight, The withdrawal of 
US. -led KVM on Match 1? in preparation fot rhe bombing pre- 
sumably had tlui same .v.-*.. .iir- . «■, again ;>rfdiv.'. ib'.y "The nir.ni- 
tors were widely seen as the only remaining hrake on Yugoslav 
rionps," tliL- tf-k.ihm.eton I'm ohserved in a retrospective account; 
and releasing the brake, it miihi. have been assumed, would lend to 
disaster. Other accounts agree. A subsCKienr. detailed retrospective 
in the New Yr>Ht Times concludes tliar "The Herts began attacking 
Kosovo Liberation Amy strongholds on March 19, hut their attack 
kicked mm high gear on Match. 24. rhe niyht NATO began honib- 
inj; Yugoslavia; 1 *" it would late a heavy Jose of "intenticnaL igno- 
rance" ro interpret the facts as mere cniTLtiJeiuK- 

Serbia. officially opposed the withdrawal of rhe monitors. In a 
March 23 Resolution responding to rhe MATO RacibouiLkr ulti- 
matum, the Serb NationaL Assembly declared: "We alio condemn 
rhe withdrawal of theGSCE Kosovo Verification Mission. There is 
nut a single reason tor (his hot to put the withdrawal intn the ser- 
vice of blaeVrnj.il aild threats to our country,"" The National 
Assembly Resolution was not reported by the mainstream media, 
which also did not publish the terms of the Ramhomllet 
Agreement., though the latter was identified throughout the war as 
right and just, li was "rhe peace process i 7 eiuyhasis on frte, a term 
used reflexive!? to refer to Washington's stand whatever it may he 
lofren erferts TO undermine diplomacy*, a practice that has been 
particularly instructive with regard to the Middle East and Central 
America." 

We return ro the erueial documents that laid out tilt diplomatic 
options as the U.SjU-K. decided te> bomb in accord with tbe die- 
rates of the "new inter nationalism"— tbe Ramboulllet Agrceiiienr 



"In 1 THf N'AMf OF PElNCin^ AND Values :n 23 

and rhe Serb Natiu-nal Assembly Resolution — rnerch noting here 
that both were kepi under wraps, unavailable to the general popu- 
lation ihough some of the crucial faets- wets released after the 
Peace Aceefd. rendered them irrelevant to rhe threat, of democracy, 
and if was even discovered that rhe Ramhoudlet ultimatum 
"fatally flawed" and had undermined a course of diplomacy that 
""might have won the day" without rhe terrible human conse- 
quences of "brute force,"' all matters to which we r£Ui£n- 

The borabm^ was undertaken five days after (he wirhdrawal of 
rhe monitors with the rational expectation thai u the result" would 
be atrocities and eihnic cleansing, and a ''sudden, massive" flight 
and expulsion of Albanians. That indeerl happened, even it the 

Commanding General apparently expected nothing less. 
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Under Marshall Tito's rule, Kosovarshad a considerable mea- 
sure .if self-rule, particularly from rhe 196Cs and under the 
1974 consnirution, which gave Kosovo Air ambiguous sta- 
tus, "somewhat between an autonomous province and a federation 
member-state," ? dissident Serb scholar comments.- The diatin.CC ion 
is important: member-status of Trie Federation had at least a techni- 
cal right to secede. 

In 1981, an Alhiinian Professor at thy University of Fristins con- 
cluded from broad trawe.l and studv that "not a single national 
minority in the world has achieved the rights time the Albanian 
nationality enjoys in Socialist Yugoslavia," 1 The situation had. 
however, begun to deteriorate after Tim's death a year earlier, in 
May 1980. In Kosovo's agronomy was effectively rescinded in 
a series of constitutional revisions and administrative steps by rhe 
Serbian, government under the leadership of Slobodan Milosevic. 
These re Instituted the basic terms uf the 1963 federal const itution, 
testotins: Serbia'* d.Lr«r control; the same moves affected 
Vojvodina, the home of the Hungarian minority. 

The reversion to the post-World War II arrangements was 
strongly opposed by Kosovo Albanians, and seems to have had 
comparabfv strong support among Serbs, The most prominent 
Yugoslav dissident, Milovjn D]ilas, who had long been justly 
admired ill the West for his courageous stand against Tito'i diC-taror- 



ship, expressed his agreement, with Milosevic's "policy of sorting out 
the relations of Serbia with her Provinces" and trrantin^ "the largest 
nation" in Yugoslavia Uhc Serbs) "the status which all national 
tninutlties enjoy." "Wipe 4»ay KoK^d from rhe Serb mind and soul 
and vre are no more," he said. Meanwhile rhe official press agency 
of Albania declared that "There is no Albania without Kosovo and 
vice versa,™ 10 that we must ''demolish the border dividing 
Albanians front Albanians," a senrirnent overwhelmingly shared by 
Kosovo Albanians. "The political yoaP of the post-1989 restora- 
tion, VLckers writes, "ivaa ro prevent Kosovo's secession and help 
the physical return of iicrbs to tiie province,'" many of whom had 
left ynder what thev described as "the gennddal racrics of rhe 
Albanian separatists.' 1 "The term 'Kosovo' has been used as a 
meraphc'r by both Serbs and Albanians for the 'suffering and inju;-- 
rices' inflicted upon rheir nations throughout their turbulent histo- 
ry," in which one side or the other has held the whip,' 

The outcome of the Serbian programs, has been described as 
"Kosovar Apartheid" (Viekers), "a Serbian version of Apartheid" in 
Kosovo (James Helper)- - BuL liie KosOvO Albanian* "co-founded 
the international community," Hooper continues, "by eschewing a 
war of national liberation, embracing in.srend rhe nonviolent 
approach espoused by 'tiding Kosovo inrellecnial Ibrahim Rugova 
a-nd construe ring a parallel civil society," For this achievement they 
were rewarded by "polite audiences and ihctoiieal encouragement 
from Western governments," but nothing more. In one important 
case, at a London conference on the Balkans crises hosted by the 
British government and the U.N , "the entire new Kosovar polirical 
dite turned up, only to be relegated to a side room where they had 
to be corneill with watch LnS die proceedings on a TV monitor," 
"an enormous humiliation "■ 

The nonviolenr strategy "lost its credibility" after the Dayton 
accords on Bosnia in November 159.5, Hooper writes, expressing 
*e standard conclusion of specialists. At Dayton the U.H, effec- 
tively partitioned Bosnia- Herzegovina between an ■.■■■-etUual greater 
Croaua and greater Serbia, utter having roughly equalised the bal- 
ance ert tetmr b v providing arms and training for the forces of 
Franjo TudiniAn. the Croatian counterpart ro Milosevic, and haw 
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iny supported hi = violent expulsion of hundred 5 of rbousands ol 
Serb* from Kniima, adoowledged to be ibe mow extreme single 
case of ethnie cleansinr; in the korrc-ndnns wars or secession m 
Yugoslavia but one that has hsjL vet called for indict liter rs-: if it 
ever docs, ihesewill he narrowly toe used, given the roots of the pol- 
icy. Thousands of expelk-d Seths were sent to Kosovo- 

Witli die sides mute or lew balanced, and exhausted, the U.S. 
took over, displacing the F-_iiropeans who had been assigned Tilt 
dirty work — to their considerable annoyance. "In deference to 
MiJosevic," Hooper wrires, the U.S. "excluded Kosovo Albanian 
delegates" from rhe Dayton nwUlLarions and Avoided discussion of 
the Kosovo pro Mem." "The reward for nonviolence! was interna- 
tional ne^lecr"i mote si^iiij'icantly. U.S. ncirlca- The result, Hooper 
concludes, was "tilt rise of the rjuemlLa Kosovo Liberation Army 
<KI-AAICK1 and expansion (if popular (uppnrt for an armed itwie- 
pendente stru^le." In May 1999, by die rime the KLA liad become 
virtually tlw ground forces of the KATO military operations, it 
appointed as irs military commander Agim Ceku, Jul a-retvirect of 
the Krajina ethnic cleans- nig operaric.n. British our respondent 
Ruber! Pisk a=ked NATO's official spokesperson. Britain's Jamie 
Hheu, for NATO's reaction. "Mr Shea said he had no comment,'" 
Fisk reported, "because 'NATO has no direct contact with the: 
KLA' " 

With or without direct contact, NATO was openly supporting 
Kl.A cross-fcorder struck?, usinir the guerrilla? to draw Serb forces 
into the open so that they could be killed by U.S. bumbling In one 
case that elicited considerable be If- congratulation, some 4-^00 or 
more Yugoslav soldiers were reported to have been killed "by a US 
bomber that caught, llicdi roassing in a field" to repel a cross- 
binder attack. "The Bo2 was ordered to drop a large number ol 
cluster bomhs/' weapons that are arguably baillied bv international 
conventions that the U-S- hsi revised to sign and that continue to 
exaCl 3 huge civilian toll for many years after." 

In September 1990. an illegal parliamentary session hiid declared 
Kosovo an independent state, adopting the "Kacanik 
Constiturion," which ar that time still "fotigbr the solution to 
Kosovo's status within rhe framework of Yugoslavia" (Vickersl A 



BF.H)KH-r-HHni).MHfVlf 27 

year later, the situation had chanced with the secession of Slovenia 
and Croatia and their ■quick rcec^mtion by the West — in the latter 
case, without concern far the rights of the .Serbian minority, a 
recipe- for disaster, as widely nnred. In the wake of these events, in 
September 1991 the Kosovar Parliament approved a "Resolution Oil 
Independence and Sovereignly of Kosovo.'' A few days latetj the 
decision was approved bv -close to L00% of the 87% of eligihle vot- 
ers who took part in a clandesririe referendum, illegal according ro 
the .Serb authorities but not disrupted. On October 19, the 
Farliarueni declared the independence oi" Kosovo- A week before 
political parries of Kosovo Albanians bud signed a declaration call- 
ing for "unificarion of ill Albanian*."' Albania responded by Cttl- 
cialty recognizing the "Republic of Kosovo" as a sovereign and 
independent state in late October, In a presidential and parliamen- 
tary election uf May 1992, Rugova, the sole candidate, was elected 
President w-llll 99.5% of the vote, and his Democratic League of 
Kosuvo <LDK) «-on 75% of the -*ats in railiammt,* 

Je-urnalisnlihTOciati Tim Judah deseribes Kukov^s LDK as "a 
curious mirror image to Milosevics StS [Snx.ialisr Party oi Serbia], 
fdt so long rhe dominating power in Serbian policies." The LDK 
"brooks little dissenr and those that challenge it are howled down 
m LDK publications and can even be ostracised in rhe tighr-kmt 
Albanian community"; and "woe betide any Albanian family or 
shop or businessman whu will nut pay his dues to Kosovo's tax col- 
lector;."- MeallB-lnk, for * Albanians in Koscvo.. .Serbian rule is an 
occuparian." Large nuiube.ts of Albanians and Serbs had left 
because of repreMion and economic hardship." Ac-cording to Ntw 
York Times cor res pun dent Chris Hedges, who -coveted the region, 
"between 1 M6 and 1 9fi9 an estimated 1 .10.000 Setb^ left the 
province because of frequent harassment and dhcrimiliaciOll t> the 
Kusovar Albanian majoriir."-- 

"Serbs aryue that Kosovo is kepr under such a right refiime 
because the LDK is a separator parry," Judah reporTs., a fact rhat rhe 
LDK "proclaims,, ,loud and clear,' 1 b,ivin« declared "national inde- 
pendence" wilb the support irf' the vast majority of Albanians. 
Rugnva's poliev was "waiting until there are no more Serbs, left in 
Kosovo or their numbers become so insitrniticant that somehow the 
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province falls to his people like a ripe fruit," The issue is not "meit- 
1, „ ^.ertion rrf human riRhrs." » "™»v westerns m X*rch 01 
simplicity like to portray die KlM(.wo problem." havering J Serbian 
victory m rhe earlier, the Kosovar Albanian leadership "in no way 
allc k up tar the Croats *wl Bomtai Muslims.- mudt * In their 
hearts they warred to see die Serbs defeated 3nd humiliated. 1 ' The 
reason Jwkh »f!**, is rhat "rhey did not war* the intanMKWiL 
anttunity to uphold the principle (hat Yufioslwa'* old repuhbean 
b.*]ers could nnc intr. new inviolable ™rional cm:.." le™ 
Kosovo -a prov.™ "crapped inside Serbia" iwhci than a Republic, 
with the iWttol righi of «e»ir»i the Tlroiw Ira™ A- 
In the Yugoslav elections of 1992, Kosovo Albania™ alined; the 
LDK. Jountud partkipams as -'traitors. 11 Vnbtn amcludes thai 

the milLioTn Albanian vino would undoubtedly hdve UL.^d 
Milnwvic. bm Aith«K<Mvai leadersh>r admired at the nine. tW 
did run »ant hi.n rc, ^ Utile* Serbia ™.m mu.-d ic be labelled »■< 
prnroundN evil—id thev then***, K virtue of being ami^rh 
« .he ipxl pm-tW*^ udlkcly u.ach-e their ^ls. It ™dd 
have been a disaster for them i[ a pcucemong" like [appi is.li ion can- 
didate Milonl Panic hid rest .ire J tiumiti right since ilua won 10 
have Mi them ivith n< .thins biir a bare pulitiol agenda r« changi; 

U.rdeTS- 

In lS>9Z-^3. the Serbian president of Yugoslavia, Dohiicd 
Conic, proposed rn M^l Wis with Kccm, Alh™ lead- 
ers" that die remtory >v partitioned. separannjT itself from Serbu 
aparT from *a number at Serbia enclave* But uV r™P*»' 
rejected by Albanian lenders" of Rugovas Republic ui Ko^vO." 
As noted the Republic; bad, already declared independence, also 
strung up a parallel educational and health system thai continued 
to function under Serbian repression while Ruyu\» travelled 
ahroaJ to lobby f>« iDdepcndenee, Joining rjw govcrnractu-.n- 
exilc, without losing his popart or lacing acres t— perhaps, Judaic 
".uresis, keause Serb authorities preferred ibar hf keep "lili mill- 
tanto in check" 

he did until Komvu Alhuiians iei.C-gni:cd. after die sell- our 
at Davtuii rhar. tt'Mhmgmci underbids only force. Bv (hen M a 
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guerrilla cum rentmst ^im^Uon called the [KLA] began to 
emerge in the province,'' rcjetting Rugovas puliciej and "eall[ins! 
(at war on the Serbs" {JudaliK 

In anaiwlyiii of vLe OClgifli, growth, arid likely tururt Lit rhe 
ItXA. Chris Hedges writes thar it was founded in 1991 , "ir_=i mem- 
benhip largely drawn from a few clans in Kosovo and radicals in 
the Albstiian diaspnTa." nnd carried out it's first armed attack in 
May 199^ kilhn^ two Serb police otficers and wounding the, * 

Hedges describtj the ctganLaati™ ab split "duvn u bi;ane idto- 
togLcsl divide, with hints of Last-ian dii one side and whiffs of com- 
munism on tbe other- The former factum ls led ty..-che- h<-in of 
those who iuuehi in ilie World War II fascia rnilirias and rhe 
Skandetibeg volunteer SS division raised by the Ka:is, or the 
descend ant* <>f the riqhn=r Albanian tuxak rebels who rose up 
against the Serbs. fiO years ago,' 1 "The second KLA fiction, compris- 
ing mosr of the KLA leaders in ex.ile, are old Stahmstb who were 
Otice hankrulk'd by the xenophiibie Etiver Hoxha, the diciaior of 
Alhania who died in 1985." bied^es expetLf J thai the KLA would 
rule Kosovo after a NATO rviLOrallOn by vicleriK He !ligg«r* fur- 
ther that the leadership may become "utterly disenehanred with 
the West — and as Li' rhey were not already implacable enough - 
mm TO IjlaiW radicals ready ro bac> another battle hy Mus-lims 
against Orthod-OK Chrisnans," norin« "signs that contacts have 
been established." The sole doctrine the two KLA faotiuiib "agree 
□n is. the need to liberate Kosovo from Serbian rule All else, men- 
acingly, will be dec-ided later- It ls riot said how." As Jud-ah puts ir, 
"rhe whip wouLd change hands and pass to the 'enemy' communi- 
ty," as in rhe past, imsst recently under Naii occuparion, when the 
Albanian militLSi orgaruied by the Nasis ''indiscriminately killed 
Serbs and "Montenegrins in Kn^ox'ti" and drove out tens of thou- 
wndsfVickers). 

Current pre:.-; reports indicate that factional splits remain deep, 
both wuhm the KLA, and between die risuig Albanian Kosovar 
1«ader;tiip and the former Rugo-va parallel fiOvernfiietlC- And of 
course the character of the ranlliei and die participants changed 
radically wuh the NATO aiihtary actiims." 
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Like orliet observers, Hedge* reports thai Kosovo Albanians felt 
"a deep, deep sense of betrayal" because of lack of Western support 
for theil "peaceful, civilised protest," which was "ignored. 1 ' Anil 
Dayton "iiiuuKt uf 3 painful mall, [rhai| those who want freedom 
ii,,,-.: tight for ir" [quotum a KLA commander). "As a resulr,'^ 
Vicktti writes, "the growiilB despair and (m?tni[ion, iiutLC.eahle by 
now among u'o-men and older petspLc^ allowed the passive policies 
of the Albanian resist mice to he replaci-d by a mure offensive srrat- 
eyy," mimifesred in '-jiroulraneoua bomb, attacks on five camps 
housing Serb refugees in several towns fhroiiyhuu[ Koiovo in mid- 
February These were refugees driven from Croatia in tilt- 

U-S.-aiithomcd ethnic cleansing operation* feigned to set the 
srage for paniuon, the total architect appointed as the military 
. TmrnanJcr rl.e KLA in May 

Vickcrs reporrs that the guerrillas had become a substantial mili- 
tary force by the mal-MOs, with 40,000 soldiers in four tegimenii 
dcpluyttl in'Wi it-Blcms of Kosovo and based in Afcum. Thc-v 
were well -equipped with arms, funded uY the wealthy Kosovar dias- 
pora ami perhaps militant Islamic groups in rhe Middle East, and 
trained in Albania. Iran, and I'akistan. From 19?5 they increased 
their arrack on police stations and other targets, moving from spo- 
radic killings lO orfiarirred assaults. In April 1996. after killing sev- 
eral Serb policemen and civilians, the KLA officially aiinoi.inr.ed 
rhat it had undertaken "ail armed assault against Serbian aggres- 
sors" and char it was "operating a struggle fur the liberation of 
Kosovo that would continue until complete independence." 
Attacks against Serb police and others, including alleged Albanian 
colblxirarors, continued through 1997- In December, rhe KLA 
made its first public appearance a: the funeral of an Albanian 
lecher killed by Serb security farces. A spokesperson for the 
Republic uf Kosovo observed on December 7 that rhe non-violent 
movement had been a complete failure: 

At 3 time when rhe LrKumiuiimal commumi? has been urwlcreHti- 
jiiatLng raid serif wily ignoring the Albanian tW»r, redacLnp; it ru s 
pn.Hem of rnimmties squiring swrfmicms in ridioiluus hameworkH 
nriLh Serbia. sAm Serbia's only way oi conimunic;HlLLi B with Albania 
,« and CTimr, one should rat K- amazed if part .if the people 
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ileciik tn LTid ill atony and rak-c :he late uf fGisovu arid irs puivplc 

By pehmnry 199S, guerrilla O^t cations reached much greater 
scale, as the KLA "nor only fnughr Serbian Army and Inrerior 
Ministry police but also gunned down civilians, killiue Serbian mail 
carriers 'raid others associated with Belgrade-.™ 1 These tveiiis elicit- 
ed a modi liarshur Serbian milirary and police response, ivith brutal 
retaliation 3g£ilUI Civilians regarded as supporrers of the KLA. 
&rbi!! inrerprered [he official U.S. "iivrnimcnr rj'^iriori s.i a "jreen. 
liehl" for this reaction, Hed^s suggests. In February 199S. U.S. 
Special Envoy rti the Rallrans Robert Gclbard Itad announced in 
Pristina that the U,3, regards the Kl.A a^ "withijut any question a 
terrarist group" and 'Condemn? very stmngly terrotiSL atLivitits in 
Kosovo," Wililui two wetks, Serb forces brutally attacked the small 
tuwii [hat w-Ai the lieaduuLiilcrs of the Jas-haTi clan "thar made up 
mucti of the KLA Al die start of rhe rebellion, 1 ' riirninj ir "into A 
smoldering niir' 1 With almosL ItX? pvcpL- killed, That act "ignited 
the: uprising.™ 

The uprising was nor anricipated by the KLA or the Sethi, 
Judah reports, though the KLA reacted qiiidthv distributing aun^ 
foniling militias, and dererrnu-iing to "fight the Serbs," now jiiined 
by many other Kosovo Albanians. Within months l5ic KLA had 
oecupied jiL-as of the province ''while the Serbs, uncertain 

what ro do, were not righting buck. 1 ' W-"hen they did, in the suintiict 
of 1998, rhe KLA "melted rntc the hills as rhe Serbs wreaked rlieir 
revenge by burning willagOi uii'.i driving .nit their per.pl? I?y ch* 
summer of l«fl the KLA had laken control of K% of Kosovo, two 
blew YtfrJc Tim^T reprirters write nl J IcLLtrlhv review of rhe back- 
ElOunrJ, "'and Mr. Milosc\ i. responded with a major offensive," jusr 
as he wai to rc;ict to the NATO boaibinf; with "the- expulsion, this 
time within weeti of hundreds of rhausafidi of pcOf Jt,"" 

We need scarcely tarry on how rhe U.S. would respond to 
attacks by 3 guerrilla forte with foreign bases and supplies, seeking, 
«V, independent-;- for Puerto Rico, or reu.iiifiraTi.on with MtxitD of 
the southwest regions conquered by the expanding North 
American fjitinr, taVilie CMtr-jl uf 40% of the territory, 



fHt "N k* MILITAP.Y HUMANISM 



it is tin l hs.ro ro understand why the Serbian leadership might 
have interpreted Washington's official position as a "green UprViT." 
TllCY wire hilly aware Lit' Washington's support, lur Croatian ethnic 
cleansing in Krajina-, Jadah suggest thai the U-S- al» gave a yreen 
light to the Serb attack on Srebrenica, which led to the slauy titer of 
7000 people, as par: nf a broader plan of population exchange. The 
U.S. did '■nothing m prevent" the JlCtacV rhnugh it was aware cif 
Serb pnipaiacioi^ for it, and then used The Srebrenica massacre "to 
detract atienrion from the e*odu? nf Krajina's entire population 
which was rher taking place." Erhnit cleansing in Krajina was 
"simplifying matters," as Secretary of State Warten Christopher 
observed a yeai Later.- 

Serh Leaders alight also have had in mind the model of Lebanon, 
where the U.S. effectively authorized luutdkrous Syrian attacks on 
Palestinians ill L9TrS, and regular Israeli arracks on Palcsriniaris and 
Lebanese before and since, often with a huge toll of deaths and 
refugees. These atrocities ".tlhin behanon, which peaked under 
Nobel Peace Laureate Shimon Peres, fire nor an entirely appropri- 
ate analogue, however, from the mid-1950s until tudav these have 
typically been tradable CO arracks on Israeli military forces occupy- 
ing foreign tenitotv in violation of lony -standing Security Courn.il 
orders to wit lid raw. Ofren such attacks mate 110 pretense .if retalia- 
tion. One alt Attack in December 1975, which killed over 50 peci- 
plc, was apparently in " retaliation" against the Security Council of 
the United Nations, then in session to consider a two-state settle- 
ment of the Israel- Pa lew in e conflict, supported by vLimalSy the 
entire world but vetoed by the U.S., hence vetoed from history 
along with a multitude of other events rhat depart from lL s.he peace 
process." Israel's U.S. -backed 1952 invasion that devastated muc It 
of Lebanon ar,d left 20,000 civilians dead was motivated by similar 
concerns, a matter familiar to Israeli scholarship and media, though 
a different story is preferred in the U-S- 

The process continued into the !99Cs, always mill firm U.S- 
support. The most extreme examples have been uilder the Labor 
leadership that the U.S- has consistently preferred: Yit:hak Rabins 
1 993 offensive that drove a half million people from their home!, 
and Peres's replay in I 996 with similar consequences, creatine, a 
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"tremendous humanitarian crisis,.? rhe L'.Ni. reporred. Tliar arrack 
w gs halted only after the massacre of 100 refugees in rhe U.N. camp 
at Qana led to such string international protest that the Clinton 
Admin i an in i on had to withdraw irs earlier justification for the 
atrocity.-' 

Mote tlia: these events of ihe mid-'90s give further insight into 
she operative values "when ethnic, conflict tatns into ethnic cleans- 
ing' (CliiiSOul- 

Setunling to Kosovo, fighting escalated rhrnugh l°9f!, the scale 
fA atrocities corresponding roughly to the resources of violence. 
According to retrospectives in rhe Wushingrtin Pfist, "'approximately 
kO„000 Interior troops, fought the rebels mid liarassed and some- 
times massacred civilians in rural rebel strongholds," and by ihe 
end of rhe year the army was also involved, according to unidenti- 
fied NATO afitisU- By Ocioter, ai U-S- envoy Richard Holbrooke 
leached an agreement with Milosevic (formal, and nor ohserved). 
U.S. intelligence reported "rbat the Kosovo rebels intended to draw 
NATO inro it: fight fir independence by provoking Serbian forces 
tnro further atrocities.™ A massacre in Racak on January 15, 1999, 
with some 4.5 civilians killed, received extensive coverage, and is 
held to have been the decisive event tliac impelled Washington 
and irs allies, hurrmcd by the atroeiiy, to mitiaie preparations for 
war. "fUeak transformed the WeiLS Balks.ll policy SS Singular events 
seldom do." Wasluitgzon Pose correspondenr Patron Gellman 
observed in reoon.srmcring "the path to crisis. " This was the 
"Efcfinin^ Atrocity" Thar "Set Wheels in Motion," It "convinced 
the administration and then its NATO allies'' that they must turn 

Was saving the lives and homes of Kosovos eihnn Albanians" and 
thar j[ unce "greatly accelerated then slaughter and diSpOSSes- 

Ttiere are simple ways to evaluate tile plausibility of rhe con- 
tention rhs.t the Raeak una«acre had the described impact on 
Western sensibilities. We return to some of the more obvious tesrs. 

An October ceriie-fire had made it possible to deploy 2000 
OSCE monitors. Break Am-n of U.S.-Mi^Mevic negtitiations led to 
renewed fi^htiny and atrocities, which presumably increased with 
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rbe threat of NATO bombing arid The withdrawal of the monitors, 
again 3* predicted.'- Officials of the U-K. refugee agency autl 
Catholic Relief Sarricn h»J warned ihar the threat of bouiblPB 
"would imperil the lives of Tens tit thousand* or refines believed r-n 
be hiding in the woods." predicting "tragic" consequences if 
""NATO made it impossible for us to he here."* 

Atrocities then sharply escalated ;ifur the March IA bombing 
provided "motive and oppe>tLuniry : " as was surely "predictabL-," if 

The nnrit-ipated consequences u.u well beyond the severe and 
immediate harm to Kosovo Albania. Ann nig tliem are death and 
destruction throughout the FRY- One instructive example Ls 
Vojvodnw. at once ".attacked wiili extreme- seventy, particularly its 
capital city Movi Sad, where bridges, infrai[ruenire : waiei supplies 
and electricity were quickly devastated. The Lome of UK- 
Hungarian minority, Vojvodina is hundreds of mile? from Kosovo 
and was a peaceful region until NATO bomhed. Just days betote the 
bombing there were nu sign* of conflict fiT disruption according to 
highly credible observers who passed through, Laving been ordered 
by international org aiiiiat ions to te? Yugoslavia. 1 * 

The province had been "n svmbol of resistance to Slobodan 
Milosevic'* regime-," the press reports. ' ! a plsce where apccHLtitm 
political leaders spoke of We stern- style reform, where ethnic 
minorities lived Hi harmony, and where much of the ix.pudarion 
favored greater autonomy from Belgrade-' 1 but hawing instantly 
"become a ground rero in "NATO's bomhiny tdmpaign ayainsr 
Yugoslavia,... nearly all pro -We stem senTiment has been crushed." 
"The democratic opposition in Vojvodina — once a bright ipor in 
YucoslavUfs otherwise dismal political scent— ll3S become a vocif- 
erous mttuv of NATO."' An executive board iiiemher of the Novi 
Sad City Council, a leader of "a progressive opposition parry." 
observes tliar "NATO showed they only underhand the policy of 
violence/" 1 le concludes that Vojvodina, tike country \ agri cultural 
center and source of nearly half of its grosi domestic product in 
1995, is heiny "sirircV so frcuuently to destroy the Serbian econo- 
my." The first wo bridges that were destroyed "were favorite walk- 
Lii£ bridges hi the people of Nov i Sad. 11 They l W no milirary 
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uses, 1 " be says: one "was Web strong enough to support buses'' and 
the orber connected Novi Slid to a small vilbge and was rait a 
main transportation link. Within a lew weeks water supplies were 
destroyed and electricity largely m, along with much of the health 
system and, it was iearc\l, import of medicines and veterinary deugs. 

"ffwjvmy tD press the Government to yield to NATO'! COnd trior; ,'" 
a prerlictibk cor.^eonenee rhar. is not problematic it the goal is ro 
devastate the society - ; 

Independent sources (see note 25) report that opposition centers 
in central Serbia [NTs, Kraguicvuc. Cacak, ValjevoJ were the most 
severely damaged by the bombing- N'i* mnytw Zoran Zivtovie, 
deputy leader of the Democratic Party, strongly co tide timed 
Milosevic and his disasiimn policy. The independent BtLU Nt*'* 
Agency (Yugoslav, but net sr^re-nin like Tanjug) rcponed an esti- 
mare by Vojvodina authoririe-s in early June tliat the KATO bomb- 
ing dama^.' had reached the level of ab\iut H-S billion, including 
tfse destruction of 'ItSiii housiTig fji-Lilii-i'.-u and ei^hty-rwo enterprises 
rlaniaged or cnmplerelv destroyed. Tli-e statistics n'ere transmitted 
by Serb authorities and have to be regarded with ilrepticism, but 
there: h lirrle doubt abwijt the rf.r. r.il picture. 

Hie undermining o1 the de:inoctatic oi>position in the Federnl 
rlepublic ^f Yugoslav La generally, not only Vr.jv.-d.ina, was another 
consequence ot the NAIO hombing, also surely antieiputed. We 
return to this and other consequences, and the differiiie teacTion; 
in the eti lightened states -and beyond. 

Quite naturally-, V..> propiganda, and tlu.1 of its allies, make^ 
every effort to divert arrenrion frum the conclusions that might he 
drawn Tit arrending in the consequences ol the resort to force. One 
m^ebjd is to sirite r^iiej »f nobility and huina^i'srian rwi^si.in, with 
the expecTarion, amply fuljilL-d, that they will be echoed in a 
drumbeat of appro pnale rhetoric. Another is the claim that the 
arracities were itvui" to hapten sryway, as proven by the meticu- 
lous planning ivith which tbev were executed alter the bombing: 
Operurinri Horseshoe, allegedly discovered well iifter the teiubs. of 
the bombing u-ere evident. We return to the incst derailed evi- 
dente offered by official sources. However, without any information 
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annujnced that lw January 1999 lL would have to i4iinrmte a fitrh 
of its staff because of u budgetary crira, with a Jcrliiw of over 15% 
in t9f8. This La putt of the general budgetary cmi* cf the IJ.N : ., 
leftlhing primarily itorvi the refusal of cIll- U.S. to pay its tick, one 
nf its many violations of treaty oblr^m^is, particularly mthc^of 
ihe"Ne« Humanism, matters to which we return. The iuuioun«- 
Kient of the jhatp ^-urb;ix:k; : in iLaff foi refliyee tLire curucided with 
Clinton's expression d" great toiicem about pjftiLJees who would 
have to face the bitter wifiTef in Kranvo, and with rbe U.SJEritish 
announce merit eliat they believe th-cy have "sufficient authority to 
launch air strikes" on the basis of Security Council resolutions and 
a report by the Secterary-Generiii, military actinns that would Sure- 
ty exacerbate the refugee crisis-'' 

The tOTLfiEttrari^Ti of event? lends further insight into the "prin^ 
dpks and values" that inspire sanlfvil acclamations-, 
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The events in Kosovo alone sufriee to eliminate from cuiuid- 
eration the primary and most eralted argument for The 
remit to force: thai die NATO ^mhm^. undertaken with 
huifiai-LiTMiiiii intent, open 3 new era Ln wtiidi (he reifinrns wpe*- 
power and its junior partner, suffused with previously -undetectable 
Utility, promise to Lead the way id a new eta of humanism and 

Apart ftdivi the: e v Lie. nee from die BaLkailS, rhere are elememary 
ways to tew the theSi? rhat is pronounced with suds authority and 
KikninHV: ask how The same enlightened. Stares behave elsewhere. 
True, that requires breaking nilc tliat arrenticm he restneLed to 
die itutib erf ofiidsl enemies, bit let us allow uundvei rhat lapse, 
still keeping, however, to another central principle: the past canuoi 
be permitted to contuse the discussion, the familiar doctrine of 
-thaqgi ofcoune." The current, variant i» ihat «* must exclude 
anything that look place durum rhe Cold War, when there we-te 

(understandable) raimke* and «mrs. llLsirarkms of lh» doctrine 

are t r "j numerous to uieurioti. 

Why the doetnne must be upheld with such ijgut will quickly be 

discovered by anyone who departs from it -discovering tor evain- 
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pie, rhat crimes of the Cold War had little t.r nothing to do with 
the conflict, as sometime* acknowledged in tirgh- level internal dis- 
cussion, and that the systematic pattern precedes and follows the 
Cold War with liitk change apart from puhlic rationale and cifecrs 
or the disappear a nee of a de rerrent ," 

Let us nonetheless adhere to the dwxrine while departing from 
the second Leading principle: thai we focus laser-like on crimes trt 
seieeted enemies, at the moment Serbian devils. This departure has 
at least two merits: (1) it allows us To test the New Humanism, ami 
(I) we can attend to issue! rhat art of mure import a nee on M\t 
nuiral stale. 

Perhaps it is worthwhile ro digress briefly to mention a few toi- 
isms. The first is that l*nple are primarily responsible fur the likely 
consequences of their own actions, or inaction, Hie second is that 
the concern for mural lssucs (willies, etc.] should vary tr > accor- 
dance with ability io have iii ett'ecr (though tliat is of course net 
the- only factor). A corollary is rhat rc-sponsLbiliry mounts the 
greater the opportunities, and the mtire free olIC IS to act without 
jencms cost. Accordingly, respo'^'hility is far greater for privileged 
people in more free societies rhan for rhuse lacking privilege or fac- 
ing severe penalties (or honesty and moral integrity 

The two truisms tend to correlate, even coincide, yielding con- 
clusions that a moral agenr nil draw in real- world case*, taking 

We understand these truisms very well at. long range. Thus no 
one was impressed when ijuvLet commissars railed about U.S. 
crimes, even if they happened ro he tighr and the t.iimes were seri- 
ous or nionsrmus, We were uwch impressed, Lo^ever, when dissi- 
dents condemned Soviet otim«, even lesser ones. The reasons are 
straightforward, the two moral tmisms just mentioned— which, as is 
TOmmtmly the ease, coineided in their LLTiplicarions. The corollary 
also htilds: the ee-ailIiLs»n could at least plead fear in extenuation, 
Slot mere-lv the advantages tha-t aecrue to subordmition LO power. 

It is also useful to rec;ill a psvcholosicsl truism. One of rhe hard- 
est thing* id do is to look inio the nurror. It is also one of the nnwt 
itnponani things to Jo, tieeause of the moiil triiLSmS- And there are 
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powerful imtitutions that seek rci protect peuplc ^ng-?e l "£ >ti 
this difficult -and Critically important task- 
It may also lie worthwhile to recall other truisms. Depkinny the 
[■rimes at «nrlier«- often gives a: a mce warm feeling; we are good 
people, different from those bad people That particularly true 
when rhere is nothing much we can do about the emucs of Others, 
set (Visit we tan strike impressive poses without com to ourselves 
Looking at out own crimes is much harder, and fat those willing tn 
do it, often carries tosts. Every society has iT5 " L di-i*i dents" and its 
"coiunliSSarS," and it i = close to a historical law thar the commissars 
are highly praised and the dissidents bitterly condemned — within 
[he society, that is; for official enemies the valued art- reversed. The 
costs tif dissidcnce ua\ be severe, notahVy in U.S, client States: the 
murdered Jesuit intellectual; in El Salvador, for example- A useful 
experiment is to ask products nf an elite education to recall the 
names uf the assassinated dissidents, vz their wilting!, and then rc 
tompaie the faults with the same questions concerning Soviet Jls- 
siderns. who were not treated anywhere neat as harshly in the post- 
Stalin period. Equally instructive lS inspection of the published 
record: reviews., hooks, articles iti major intellectual journals, aild so 
on Such exercises in lockltlR in the mirror tin tenth useful 
lessons — about cmrsehes, about our institutions. 

These are matters char have heen frequently discussed. They are 
so trivial that u may seem pointless to reiterate the £11 But perhaps 
it is uselul nonetheless, particularly because the truisms are so com- 
monly foraoTceit, and so easily illustrated- lit the present case, rot 
exiimplt 

3.1 TheRacak Massacre; 
"Defining Atrocity Set Wheels in Motion" 

l.er us beyin with a minor example: a tett oi the thesis that the 
Racflli massacre so offended the sensibilities uf the leaders of the 
Free. World that the; had to prepare for war. We Oitl both test the 
thesis, and obwive the moral truisms, by asking how the same lead- 



where their own direct responsibility is enormous, and it would he 
unnecessary 10 report to war, even thteals. id mirigatc or terminate 
retnble crimes. 

The Racak nia**:* was reported by U.S. diplomat William 
WalW, leading his OSGE war crimes verification team to Racak. 
Tcoin what I saw." he said, "1 do nor hesitate to describe the etime 
ai a massacre, a crime apjainst humanity. Nor do 1 hesitate to accuse 
the government security forees of resrx^niibLli^.)■" , Let us accept his 
conclusions as complete l> accurate.' We may note further that 
Walker is ail evpert in verifying stale crimes. Vic served as U.S. 
Airirtsssador ro El Salvador, where he administered the U.S. sup- 
port that allowed the government to carry out extreme ft are terror, 
peaking once again ra November 1989 in an outburst of violence 
that included the murder of six leading Salvadutan dissident iiiiel- 
kectuals, Jesuit priests, alony iviih their housekeeper and her daugh- 
ter. Then brains were blcvn 0.>t by the U S.-rraincd Allacatl 
brigade, which had compiled a remarkable retold of shocking acts. 
These were much the same bands, with the same guidance, that 
had murdered Archbishop Romero to open the terrible decade of 
US.-t-ui-led atrocities in HI Salvador, in large measure a war against 
the Church, which had violated die norms rrf good liehavior and 
infuriated the leading enlightened state hy adopting "the piEkreii- 
t»l Option for the poor '' 

Walker was as quick to respond to the murder of rhe Jesuit intel- 
lectuals at, he was TO the RacaU massacre. He supervised the intimi- 
dation of the main eyewitness by the U.S. Embassy and its 
Salvaderjn client, who naturally sought to discredit her testimony 
(withdrawn under pressure). He then "told congressional investiga- 
tors there was no evidence to implicate the military and hypothe- 
siied that leftist rebels mi^ht have committed the act while dressed 
in soldiers' garb," Americas Watch repotted in disgust, talker's 
efforts to deny the atrocities carried out by Washington's client 
tillers came "lony alter a Salvador*!! colonel had told S U.S. major 
dlat the Army bad committed the murders," Americas Watch toil- 
tinned, reviewing fiiS efforts to evade the obvious. He then leCOrtf- 
. : r mended to Secretary of State James Baker livSt the U.S. "not jeop- 
0 : \ ardiie" its relanonsh 1? with & Salvador b, investigating "past 
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dearh<. hmvever heinous " — a wise decision, ijivl-ii tlui decisive U-3. 
role in the atrotititS, li>cludiii£ his era.-n." 

In January Walker received j-redL praise tor his heroism a: 

Ratak, inspired hy his recognition thai lit "mav nnt have June 
enough 10 Slop P n!r atrocities" (Ted Koppel, \'i£rtifrne) and by hi= 
regrei for his "silence" on the assassination nt the Jesuits, wiie-u tin 
was "speechless" ( Wa*h(TLgK>ft r^ft)- ^ 'wait his heroic deilunda- 
donf iif Washington s crimes.'" 

"These two ntms — (he ivuiroer of Archbishop Rometo in 1 
and the >Lyiu K of lilt Jt*.in in 1 9 3<J— stand as Iwokemls rt> the 
de L iJl uikrin hnr-.Lr^tma.ii ih -at wh rule Fl S,h ,r 

and how kink iLiev have changed.- Americas iVarch observed in in 
review ol die year or Walkers service Lo ihe cause. Ten years Utcr, 
piLrnL-kiLline is still a pretcrrcd upLioll lor cheff who simply will not 
ht*r chs cries tor change and i us Lice m a socierv that has Lid toe 
linle of either." The lesuit intellectuals joined a lotis list Oi teli- 
tuii mur^ ud hunfe 1 ' t <h m auH t thet Metiim ->t ihe 
rf igrs lit rem it onfam?<'<l and direr red hv tyiLshirufttm ul lLihc yrmi 
decade. 

We should be pcfmJTTfd rn recall at least the second ot the 
il h™t™.di t.) the decade-" which is just within ihe designated time 
frame lor the on<er ol the Mew Humanism, couXidife with the tull 
nt the bL-ilin Wall, rhe event (hut at lasl released rhe two enlight- 
ened ■iiar« from rhe Cold War unionisms thar had hampered 
i heir dedication <o mstice. tieedoiu. Slid human rights ncneralk. 

I er us move on to n .k-cudr larer. still seeW to evaluate- rhe 
rhesis that it was their L^ffor over rhe Racak massacre that 
impelled the enlightened states to war. 

Consider Ea^t Tuiim. rhe. site ot rhe wont iWliLet telanve to 
population unite the J-Mociiisr, Lt appears, thunks ld the support ot 
rhe U.S. mi J SJ.K (helped hv others, to be sure), includimi diplo- 
mat!, suppnn. crucial military ;ud, and e^uall^ crucial iakiticatiun 
Mnd liL-ntil. |r <ho<ild he unnecessary to review rhe iacr=. carefully 
suppMsfaed during rhe worst days ol lhe slauehrer iwhcn tuninniu- 
it._ it «* nHtnyeR.ii im t k -ul. ..rle ) ini till itten kmed 
Ttur rhe doctrine ot "charge it course." m whieh we havi; a^rsed to 



rcmlers budi review imrlevaiir in any evenr., so kl ^« k«p 

After V\ yeuts of horror, sltrs were finally rakenthar mtehtpt;!- 
m it the inrtuTcd C*^r^ "f 'he remtoty lo exercise iht right of self- 
deretmii»t^ ^ r h ' J - 11 P htlJ ^ the U ' N ' 3ec - L,ri " ^unal 
and r.he lntermrional Court nf Justice. The Indo-nesian gtivotninent 
agreed to- permit a referendum m August 1999, in which Tiracirese 
ut to he Twrmitwd to cIwom: Ot reject aut.iTn.my uuhm 
Indonesia It is tak-il tor rjrantes.1 an all sides that it t.hs: vuic L«i mm- 
imally htt. pre independence tore^s wtU win. The occupying 
Indonesian imit ( A^RS/TNit moved ut once to prevent this oui- 
come. The primary device- was- m or B arl[K par a miliary k.n_c-s «u 
Vill totnire. avid terrors vKlI^ ABR1 adopred tin.- srante "pbu- 
sibk deniabiLrtV," whieh quiclrly cullapied in the praetw; ol tor- 
ejgn nhserven ( inclndiiiE; Australian joumalLsts. rhe Irish K-K.ign 
Minisrer aid woi1(et>- .Tf -V who could see firsdiand rhiit ABRI was 
arming and guiding the killers, and ailowmy tlietll freereiii. 

In April 1 9v9 ylont aver ICO people were reported to have hetn 
massacred, more ttiall T"'ice the niimher m Racak, intLudine some- 
60 pcoplt murdered ill a chunk in T.iquiea on April ij according to 
the figures provided, hy the Fuundarion fer Legal and Human Riytili 
in the capital city of Dili, which listed names. They were simony 
ihousands ileeing fram terrorist rampagti, finally iykin K refuge Lli 
the church f winch wa; a iT3fl;ed by soldiers and pararniln Sties 
whoa; aim "was m murder all the people m the cLwreh," the parish 
nriEsr wniie in a. local iOuinal. 

Eif^l^^o more uvre murdered in the town Of Mini truiri Apnl -j 
in 14 I t h d d n J. t-pe J 1 ng I 

thethhtM.il nd 1 m n Li V h mat 

ri^hr*. and wonieiVs groups reported thai hundreds were ki!k-d 
■nd w nd d le = k \ II e l lie! I 

corr™. rrmh nn^ |, ' tl ^h 1 dl 

dearh 11 i h L m E h t 1 At 

da 1 | til I 111 E t -\i I 

16-171 1 h J Id 3 nd 7 IK 1 r 

Au 1 p l ^ nJ h I d I il n t ed m 

SU shte d Th i t I i 1 d n 1 1 ne 
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j^tmesia. enn.ting WU'-»Lt rtulirwv exp.irt licences while lie '"ackruiwlcdycd 
thai British equipment was heme, used against demons-traiW Ot 
(ndc** 1 ** linuxrai-.v- movement, "Broad caregrines. cleared lor export 
included small amu, machine guns, kxjmlfi. riot control mid luMColngical 
pgaib, surveillance ^tem,, -anuourd goods', ektUomC equipment spe- 
cially desitmed tor miutarv use. anrl aircraft"; the vovernmenr also com- 
pleted delivery oi Hawk all-weather attack fighters, more L-itpcttcd- 
"LabcHir is ex.pomrvg more tjuns and Other niilitary equipment tn 
Ildonesia than die Tories- in spite of Robin Cook's mirth -vaunted 'ethi- 
foreign policy." rhe press reponed, while "saleiofal.lS.il arms, itielud- 
tag macruneglins, have mn doubled under Lahuui.™ In justification, the 
foreign Office cited impruveivienis m rhe situation in East TLra.Tr. British 
anrianuaits are used 10- cmiti distent in East Timor, the Indonesian 
Defense attache reported on British TV, as m Indonesia itself. Amis man- 
^ctureis "arc- more likely tn have their ex.porr licences approved under 
Labour than they were ■tinder the Turks" John Pilger reports: "Fewer than, 
nv pprrem i if applications weic turned down. 11 during Labour's first year 
in office." An ethical foitLgn. policy i* fine, correspondent Huyh 
OShaughnesv observed, trit "So, Minister, British Aerospace cannot do 
without Indonesian business"; like Pilger, he has covered Timor and cither 
ares with great distinction- As tor the US., Clinton has signed conjaev 
Itonal legislation tannins theuie (if U.S. weapons in East Timet, and 
education and naming of ATtRL But without careful mtmiteriiu; his 3ig- 
luhrp wurthkiS, S3 proven in the past when he used various devices m 
.evade congressional restrictions on training of lndrnirsisil (YuliTaiT om> 
CHS, causing Much irritation in Congress hut Little notice elsewhere," 

No call has heen heard hum the New HumamSLS for withdrawal 
of Indonesian military forces or far sending a meaningful L'.N. 
,.' observer force. Quite the contrary. They appear no impeding [he 
dispatch of such a form, so we learn from f-afhan I laq of the Inter 
■ Piejs Service [[PS], reporting from the United Nations in New 
;i Kbd. under the headline: "Politics— has l Timor: U.S. Delay* Amvjl 
»i of UN. Police Monitors." "Tht U-N-'f hopes of quickly deploying 
gV-tmlice mcimioti lit. increasingly volaiile East Timor have lul a new 
|«iag. with Ptesidenr Bill Clinton forced to delay U-S- approval 
K*"Cil Vu: consults Congress-" U-S- officials "had planned to have 
lightly more than 270 police officers in place by rhe end of June." 
IftMt Clinton^ hands are tied by a 1993 directive he issued "in rhe 
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aftermath of Washmyron's bungled involvement hi a U.N. mission 
in SorrmhV which : "hkeh will delay appro**! Ol" the poke" and m 
turn "complicate iii<_' entire voting timetable, say U."N. officials, "■■ 

Francesco Vendrell, the U.N. Diploma: who head* the 
Ail?,'?-KirV Division .if the U.N. Department for Political Atfiiir, 
and has been working for a peaceful reversal of die aggression tot 
rwenryfive years-, saya that "there is a draft resolution in place"' fur 
Council approval (if the police, but it cannot be enacted without 
U.S. authorisation, mid ClinLon must still "give ma weeks" notice 
to Congress belote it CSll apflrO-i't (lie deployment of the [J N, 
Mibbion." Unlike the War Powers Aci, this directive musr he 
obse! 1 - £-d- At the time of writing, it i.i undent whether notice ha; 
even been given, Though rhe issue has been, on the- agenda foi 
months ns arrncitres mounted, or^mied by the murderous imhtar,- 
farce = of the long-time ally of Washington/ London. Tin- U.K. 
accrad calling tor a referendum and monitors was signed -oil May 5, 
twenty -three days before L*S reported lluiL Clinton had Still failed 
to give the required iwu-wwk notice 10 Congress Coverage in the 
U.S. ib bo scanty and superficial that any comment has to he terra- 
iK'-c-, and live lACli mill [Xobablv emerge only much later, the usual 
state ot aifairs with regard to atrociries. acceprahle to, or traceable 
to. rhe Humanism. 

"Time is of rhe essence for East Timor," Vend tell and other U.N. 
officials point out, Voter registration was to begin by uboul June Z0- 
"'Every day lost, is a real danycr to the whole consultation lulX-«;,' 

Watch/ Asid-" Tin- possibility of? lllt:<nlin£hil vote might slready 
have he-en success fully undermined bv Indonesian terror, which had 
Jnvwi leaders underground or abroad while "feme KjMC Timorcs.- 
hjvf hee' 1 driven fro-m rheir homes r^i camps patrolled hv pro- 
Trie small U, N, contingent did attempt to investigate new 
arrocines in late Way, reporting that paramilitaries had attacked 
the hamlet ot Arum, killing at least nx people preparing to fro to 
church un Sunday uiomii^ — ptaliaps five Unies that many, local 
human rights groups allege.. The U.N. investigators were prevented 
finm reaching Aiara, but they did report that they had "stumbled 



^rosS preparations tor further attacks 1 ' by the same forces, a mili- 
tary cump where they were being trained bv AMI in clear viola- 
tion -nf the U.N. accord signed by Indonesia. 1 ' 

In its assessment in Idle May, the "res.pecred human rights 
group" Foundation for Legal and Human Rights in Dili deb-. rib ed 
jhe "3tmo sphere of fear" as rhe worst since the period t to ill li*75 to 
1989, "when the violence- racked Territory was closed no foreigners." 
"Every day has been marked with violence, kidnapping, torture, 
killing, looting and arson directed towards bait Timorese through- 
out the territory,™ the Foundation reported 11 

The New Humanists have fixated CC fire™ res on Indonesia, as 
iar as i> kno\m. apart from alleged crincal words in private and a 
few taps on the wrist. Ratal* is a serious matter, not to be contused 
with yet another episode in a long horror story thai has proceeded 
with decisive U.S.fHriri.sh support. From thii example, alone — one 
of many — it follows that we cannot take seriously the display of 
outrage &ta Racalr, let alone the claim that moral indignation over 
this "defining atrocity" impelled thobt «ho are "upholdinr; our val- 
ues" to turn to force, 

True, this conclusion violates a signitlcanr precept of the New 
Humanism, as oi the old. articulated lucidly by fnrmeT New York 
Tnncs correspundent A-l, LarlBguTk e^prestiny his irritatinjn lit the 
first extensive diseussion ot rhe U.S. -hacked Indonesian slaughter 
in East Tunnr atret several years -of government and. yKSi fsbrifa- 
rion. rhen iiw^L — Uterallv. rmral ■ silenoo ms violeiu -ethnic clears rig 
and atrocities peaked in 1U77-J3. rcaeliing lc*fli that many con- 
adet genocidal, with a death toll of perhaps 2TO,i100, over a quarter 
rf the population, I le objected; quite accurately, thar "if the world 
"ere to converge suddenly on Timor, IT ^onMn'r improve the lot of 
B tingle Cambodian." At the lime, rhe mission was ui contribute to 
At huge tfurpourin^ of moral outrage over the crime: ol thi Khmer 
-■ fLouge, s task that liad a number <if merits: the immediiiie agent was 
official eni;my; there was no hint of u bugtrestion as io hew the 
> cHmes could he mitigaied (in dramatic contrabt 10 Timor and other 
; '. tnajor atrocities at the same time); these massive crimes could he 
>;/'^*£d to provide a retrospective jubtiiicanon for even greater crimes 
Wwrroirred by the U-S, m its am; ill In.ioiihin^ and perhaps iulml 
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impOilai'ir of all, the crimes could be invoiced eo justify i 
projwred crLmet on grounds cliar rhey would deter '"the Pol l\:t 
left" -priests and peasant; m El Salvador, fur example. In rhis con- 
text, Langguth's objection wa^ appropriate: attention to huge 
c nines umduaed with decisive U-S, part ICtlBtr ion ari improper 
disLracviOn-' f 

The argument is entirely, rational on the reigning doctrinal prin- 
ciples, and has been reiterated forcefully throughout the Kosovo 
Conflict in response in the ohservanon dim any tenons assessment 
of the self-toiigratulatory rhetoric will ask how the New 1 tumanms 
behave when faced, at the very same lime, with compatible r>[ 
worse atrocities rhar they could reduce or terminate easily and cosr- 
Lesslv", llierelv hv withdrawing their participation in them. In these 
cases too, atrennun to U.S./U.K crimes 'Vnuldn't improve the lot 
single Kosovo Albanian," and therefore is a proper object of 



deri=i 



Let us nevetdkrless pursue this course in a further effort to evalu- 
ate the self-descrLption of rKe New Humanises, recognising— 
despite die indignation it pro votes — tliat this is an elementary pre- 
requisite for Liiqijiry into their motives and goals, and the implica- 
tions for the future. 



Before prourediog, ive Tniglir cake note of a bundle point (if log]-. 
When a human itarian crisis develops, outsiders Lave three choices: 

(I) acr to e^alate the catastrophe 
do nothing 

(III! rrv tc> mitigate the catastrophe 
Kosovo falls under category UK Es St Timor in 1999 under (I!) -a 
particularly ugly example given the very recent history lhar is off 
the record under the doc.rrine of "change of course-" Let llS considet 
some other tut tent examples. 



One 
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ise is Colombia, through the 1990s the , 



of the worst hunisulLiatiSft C-ti^-5 in the U'es 
much hecause the crisis became sharply w 
fun slaughters and terrot in Central Amettca 
■ tiad largely achieved their guali, and other it 
(C maintain order 



* IJ.fi.- 



oppor 



bult of the 
afforded hv th, 



die preceding years 
is became available 
catastrophe, of the 



jeonomy- 

Recall that 
both 



■uio Western sources estimated. 2000 killed on 
r ptior to rhe hombing, and perhaps 2— 300,000 
ijiiemal refugeei. As the bombing he-jan, the Stale Depsrrmenr 
' [eleased its report for Cnlcmhia during the same year. The figures 
" are eerily similar: l-VXti killed, .300,000 nu* refugees, about -30% 
■"' of massuues (where there is credible evidence) attributed to pura- 
rail ita tic* and the military, who, lor years, have used the paras 
-: jfproxitiiatelv as ABR1 does in fciasi Timor and the Serb military 

!. ■■■ Nfi rwn historical examples are quite parallel, erf course. There 

.!'= me differences between Colombia and Kosovo, two of ihcni parttc- 
: darlf significant, 

First, in Cokmihia these arrocines are not new (as ir\ Kosovo 

'>*fjm earlv 1998, according to MATO and the sdiolatly bteranire). 

^'Sadiet thev ate addert rn an annual toll thai has been much the 
-.'^■mas. The State Depattment ^ave similar estilltates in irs repnrt (m 
■■if 1997. as have hum an rights monitors for many years." In 1998, 

■* " attairdint; ro rhe Stare Depamnent, the refugee flow even surpassed 
i.-^Bt cf earlier years, The relugee total i; e=rimared by Chureh and 

.■'.^«tlier human riyhti "roups at well over a million, mostly women 
' Vad children, <™ t,f the worst refugee crises in the world. In 1998 

.:JrAesiruationdetenoiatei.l tosuC-h sn exrenr rhat one at Colombia's 
■.yi-itatf prominent and caurafieons human rights activists. Father 

T-Jiviet Ciraldo, who heads the Church-based IVace and Justice 

J'.&mer. had to flee the coimrry under death threats, joining many 

as the first site for a global Campaign for prorecrion of 
i r^hu monitors, a natural choice in rhe light of the re 
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Li.- A] 1 lum.ii.ii Rights Watch. Church- bastd groups, and ether 
.-T-mi'^[Lin= concerned widi human njjhts. die .-.tact LA-psrtmenr 
concludes that "inedible allegations ut coupe-ration lot die armed 
iOKfsl with para in ihuiry groups, including instants ut both sdent 
iuppnir and dtrer.t collaboration hy member ol die at me J forces, m 
pattiLiiU ib--,rm ^tinned rhn.uJ.1-iT. T>i. wen ri <r 
ari^nKeinenrs herwem lrar.al cnihtj.iv commanders and parannlitarv 
[ipiupN in some I'-m^nS- and paramilitary frnjups operated Ireclv in 

meT Willed tut ufh the itiir c senu.l a.Ju t >n 0 int th, 
paeuiuli tariff many ot their kdl.nps art 'earned rait with the toler- 
ance or active participation 01 the security I twees. Human Rights 
Watch, repc.iL> once again in October IWX. 

The icciind rbtteience is that it. rhu cast; tike Hood is (in 
Washington's hand:. The Stare ten-err operations killcm- guidelines 
nrn-viJt-d by rhe Kennedy Administration, which advised the 
rol-imbiftn nulirary m "select civile and military personnel... 

=ictiviue« against known Utinnnunist proponents. It sliuulri hr 
hacked hv the United SLatcs." Utmj; these riotrrinc-s. Human 
Rislirs Watch point* out that -known Ltunmunist proponent:, 
include ^iiv.'nmifnt critics, trade unionist!, trwnmumiv organisim, 
oppo^nnn politicians, civic, leaders, and human njjhis activist*. <•= 
social TWU.-I *a* offidnLly labelled "the unarmed brill ch ot subver- 
sion "" The sole indcpe-iulenr pohtK.il party wns virtually eliminat- 
ed by filiation ,)f thousand:, ol lis electa] ol+if iaU, candid a ret , 
and activists. The primarv victims have been peasants, particularly 
those *liod lr J h_ rn-f thtir h. nd im rc h iint ot brutal rcttr si <n 
and H.-Ll=>rrv.oan poverrv in the rmd.se ol hiijhh -praised eeonuniie bu^- 
.-ess (for domestic elites and ioteign investors). 

("V>L-.mhia hc-fJtme the leading Western Hemisphere recipient u+ 
1 I <s -imis ■md minus as violence incited through ihe 'VCs. Th' 
( 'linitn adini nisi ration v- 1 ** particularly enthusiastic in its prau* tor 
Pre iJlhI Iritis »liif "enure m oiriet * « It p .r. il h ft 
"appaUinfr levels nt violence.' 1 according to the ma|or human rahrs 
organisations, even SiH'passinE; hid predecessors as \lc l ~ 
uupt*-f Rented levels Atrocmes run die- y^rniit. l_ 



■hed 



military aid wntinuts co he '■used in indiscriminate- hnmhinN:™ and 
mhef anuciries, and is slsred re, increyse stwrply f"T l?99, probahly 
CB km^ first plate internationally (apari from Ibrad Jiild F.fjyPN 
,riiich belony lii J separate calttrtjry). Tl-.e aid is provided under ji 
0 drog"vva.f' , pT«e>rt that is disnussed by almost all serious observer!,' 
The example provides a current illustration of ooiion (I): act 10 
escalate the atrocities, as HI Kwovo— as sysieirotically in die past 
in a lorg Kries .if easei chat ate harred frcra inspection t; 1 the dkV' 
nine 0* "ehan^ oi ccutse." 

The humaniUiisn ensk in Kosovu. cif eonrse, passed fer beyond 
the Level of Colombia after the NATO bomb.ny began "the: result 1 ' 
Chat was "cnlitelv predktabte," cr at least plausibly anticipated, 
according te. high-level U.S. SCTirr.es. Two months late:r, as noti;d, 
refugee flight to neighboring wuntries and destruction of vi!LaE;es 
had readied the level uf Palestine 1948 ; m addition tt. hundreds of 
thousands nf new mietnal refugees and. atrocities that giearly 
" erceed those of (which wen: sc-ridus enough!, im a scale, as yet 

■ unknown though they are certain 10 be extensive Ly tnvesrijrnred 
.' »nd publicized, unlike others that Hit- svimpnrahle or worse but are 

Attributable to [he wrong s.iuree. :; 

The nexi teasonahle step in evaluating the New Ihimanism 
■ would be to ask how it responds tf atrswities ol the 1 Q 9Cs rhat are 

■ «l the icsk of the anticipated results of tlie resort to bt>mbint! 
koenvn. "keeping ro caiA;s where the enlightened 



■tt to mitigate c 
; Sep tou turns ou 
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inch humanitatia 
E htfon 



ild readilv 
irophes. That 



it internationalism, where ihe brutal 
c groups, will no longer be tolerated," Tony 
.ewhat iii^K plisusLbly— tliat "On its 5 Dili 
uf NATO w-ascel- 



. repression uf i*iiule e 
■ ■■ Blaix also dedared- 
: ■titthday NATO mow prevail." 7 ' The ai 

duated in Washington in Aptil lW, a 
•■■ the shadow of the ethnic ■.Lej.ilsilie that w 

Hut tar hum KATOs border 
. : - I? reported, li required impressive discipline for participants and 
.^.-'Olttiirierntcirs "not to notice" that some ol the worst ethnic cleans- 
i^-fag Or the '90s, well beyo-nd what had been artributed to Milosevic 
^*Jb Kosnvo- was caking place within NATO itself, and within the 



proceeding in Kosovu. 
meetings w 
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junsdiC'.on .if the Council of Eunipc and rhe European C->Lirt of 
Human Rights, which regularly issues Judgments rinding N.ATO 
member Turkey "responsible tor bum in" villages, inhuman and 
degrading ovat merit, and appalling failures to investigate allega- 
tions oi ill -Treatment at the hands of the WiiiiriTV forces,"'' Turkey- 
has not been formally accepted lis a member of the turban 
Uniun because of its human rights record, wKi^V. his disturbed 
sunn.- Europeans, unlike ^t*S*]ittt«raft: "which happens to support 
Turkish membership.' 1 " Looking at dial tnrhidden topic, are find 
fhar after the NATO bombing, atrocities in Kosovo escalated from 
rhe level of' (Clinron-hacked) utrocities in the Western Hennsphert 
ro n scale tLit might compare with char of i Clinton-backed I ethnic 
cleansing wirhin NATO iisell. 

For many vents, Turkish repression of Kuldf has heen a majoi 
scandal.-" Hinchmg L-veH [0 crimination of Li.se of the Kurdi.h 
language fir reference to Kurd identity. Anri-Kurdish repression i-'-to 
so ewreme that even the law- banruti" [he language did nor men- 
LLcm the word "Kurdish," referring only to "the use of languages 
Other rhun Turkish." While that law was repealed UI severe 
restrictions cominue in effect- Kuffeh radio a-nd TV remain ilk-ynh 
Kurdish may not he taught in schools or used in advertising parenLS 
cannot give children Kurdish names, and SO on. Violators are 
severely punished in Turkish prisons, often hardly more than top 
tutc chambers. In one notorious case-, Turkish socioloyist it Ismail 
Besikc.i, who hud already served fifteen years in jail fur defending 
Kurdish rights, was arrested and imprisoned Ln 1991 lot having pub- 
lished a book (Swtc Terror rn thi Nan" East) exposing the govern* 
meni's treatment of Kurds." 

Defenders of [lie Turkish regime r*>irit out accurately that indi- 
vidual Kurds can integrate fiUO Turkish society, on condition thai 
thev ten-Ounce any Kurdish identity. 

In 1984 the Kurdish Workers Party U'KKh by Abdullah 
Ocalan, initiated an armed struggle. Conflict continued through 
the l9S0s, hut Turkish military- actions, along with repression and 
tenor (.closing newspapers and iLiurdermj; journalists, and so on) ; 
increasc'd sharply in 1 591-2 with the dispatch of Black 1 lawk heli- 
copters and cither advanced U.S. military eeiuipiYienr. ln Match 
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1992 Oealan announced a cease-fuc alter discussions with the 
Turffit jSJveHlfWTir, which regarded the offer as ,- a genuine 
ptace move." The cease-fire- was renewed hy the PKK in April, 
wrth the demand that Kurds ''should he given our cultural freedoms 
and the right to hroadeast in Kurdish," along wirh lifting of reprcs- 
legislation" and abolition of the "village guard sys- 
^n." Under this standard principle of counterinsunjency doctrine, 
applied ill Gu;iteriia3a and elsewhere, villagers ait mobilised ro 
■defcrd" their communities ajaainst ydc-ffllU forces; or 1 c 

Shortly after, President Oail died. He "left two legacies on the 
Kuldish question itself," Timian Cihf.erves: "a snisll opening for 
politicians to cor* m ^re realistically with the tact of Kurdish jjrkv- 
gnces, and a military siratef^ 1 that relied on overwhelming tome in 
■ die Southeast and deportaciOP of Kurds from their homelands. The 
joarnd legacy wus more durshle," thanks in lar^e measure [0 the 
preferences of the reigning superpowe-t, vhich nished supltisticated 
; ■quipmc:it tti die Turkish military (jet planes, missiles, land-mine 
ispeiisers, etc.) sci chat it could escalate rhe ethmo cleansing and 
k renot. "Tmkish officers educated kl the United States employed the 
W meth ods familiar ro rwasimts (rum Viernam to Guatemala.'''" whete 
*tttnic tfcansing, massacre, le.rroi and torture Slid other atrocities 
' ««rr carried out by U,S- clierc-s-, or in the worst cases, by U.S. 
—'tnired forces directly. The docitines wltu borrowed dtrectly from 
ihtNaais, then refined for application in U-S-'nin cournerinsur- 
■|picy orKtations worldwide." 

But the instructions are to leam nothing from this history, so let 
otkttp to riie peririitted time span: the i WOs, 

Savage atrocicies rapidly increased through the early '90s, peak- 
ing in i99A-%. One inde-* is the flight of over a million Kurds 
ftUBL the countryside to the unofficial Kurdish capital Diy&rVjakir 
;fa>m L?90 tn 199-4> as the Turkish ainiy devastating the 
^Southeast regiuns ui heavy Kurdish settlement. The torced mass 
io-n is reported to have swelled (he population o! Diyarhakit 
Wf Over a million more in the two year? thar followed-'" In iW. the 
■ Tfurkish. State Mitlisrerfor Human Rights reported: 
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The Lcrr.jj ill Tuiiccli u ^Riiv icTTLir The srare has cvacimrcJ Hud 
kimL Juvrtt villages in Tumeli. We Lus Lit -an Tantcli. IW are two 
[inlliijn hiniiiltsi people m thr siiurh'-eani ;, We cannot even give 

The roll of internal refugees has- increased subtat'ilially Since, per- 
haps to 2.5 01 3 million, slrinp with unhiov.ii numbers who have 
fled the lountrv- "rvhsteiv killings" of Kurds alone (assumed to be 
death squad killing) amounted to 3200 m 1W3 and TVw 
continued along n'irh rorrure, destruction of some 3500 villages 
(seven times Kosovo according to Clinron's figures), bumting wLtli 
na^lm, sn-rf "ae&ifcics generally estimated in the tens erf' thousands; 
no one was counting, 

III one particularly gruesome "ferocious campaign of village 
destruction," Turkish military fortes "demolished in the autumn of 
1 994 some 137 villages in trie province tf Tuncdi, hilly one-third 
of all the villages ii-L r>ii= Ifirge aSefi north of Dyathakir. Vast tracts of 
fires in. ene. h^F the last yreeti areas of Turkey were set aflame from 
[U.S.-supnliedl helicopters andh-16i"' (Tltman). 

The killings are attributed to Kurdish terror in Turkish propa- 
ganda, generally adopted in the U.S. as well. The same practice if 
followed in Colombia, and tOuCinelY by Serbian propaganda as well 
J. ike virtually all propaganda, these exercises liuve a measure of 
truth. It would be hard, probably impossible, to find a war of aggres- 
sion, imperial violence, or internal repression and slaLtghrer that is 
free of atrocities by the ''terrorists' 1 or "resistance" (dependiny on 
the itmite adopted!; and equally hard to find a conflict of tilis- 
nature ihar is not rooted in the "s-tk-iu violence 11 of socioeconomic, 
cultural, and political arratitteiuL-Lts imposed by force. 

19^4 marked two records hi Turkey, veteran WWuTigtcm Post £<jt- 
responde-nr Jonathan Randa! repotted from the scene; it was "the 
year of the >vorst tepieiSion ir the Kurdish provinces," and the year 
when Turkey became "the higjje.it single- importer of American mil- 
itary hardware and thus the world's largest anus purchaser. !rs arse- 
mil. SO pereeM American, included M-oO tanks, F-16 fLphier- 
bombcrs, Cobrs gunship-s, and Bkckhawk 'slick' helicopters, all o1 
which wete eventually used agaiilil the Kurd;." U.S. firms arc 
involved in extensive eo -production arrangements with Turkish 
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William Hsrtung estimates. When human rights ? „ >ups exposed 
Turkey use- of U.S. jets to bomb fillies, the Clinton 
Administration found ways to evade laws requiring suspension of 
■ arms deliveries, much as it was doing in Indonesia and elsewhere.'- 
"The U.S. poms so plus Lie seed weapons into Turkey's arsenals 
every year," Human Right* Watch reported ui lW. "Womiufi 
complLcit in a scorched earth campaign that violates the funda- 
mcptal wners of intentional law." Its reports detail atrocities of 
the kind familiar ftom the front page* oi ^->'rr. newspaper (concern- 
lag Kosovo), luij nt?ny that are qualitacively difictt-nt, iim:e Turkey 
can freely use. U.S. jeti, hi-licopiers, tanks, and dlier advanced 
weapons of destruction atid inai^aere." In addition ro the usual 
. methods of cornire, assasiination. and ethnic cleansing, the recordi 
' reveal such actions as throwing people rVom Lielico^ters (sometimes 
priBoncrs, ifimelimts jbused women force di to strip naked before 
being llltown to their deaths), homing civilians alive while bound 
nvl tied with electru-. cables and chains, and a long and ^ory list of 
Others. Courteous Turkish human rights ncrivists have sought to 
report abuses f and have suffered for it. Metnbcii of the 1 luman 
Bi^ic Association "have been pto-seented, tortured, imprisoned 
'. and somttiniei killed," and the Diyarhakir office was raided and 
:' " dosed in 1997, curtailing still further the le-potLinfi of human rights 

"Ferocious hntrles" eontitiiied througli lWt-Q'i, T,rm-jn rc.-pcift.5- 
t. The war againK the Kurds w^ very much alive'- in 1997 when he 
■". wrote, in fact intensified -after retraction of "flimsy ci?sinu«l.B shout 
■■: apolitical settlement." In 1999 tht err merit is report fcd to have 
;*"-a00JXW forces deployed In the region- continuirig the *ar. T^ur sue- 
tosful state tenor and ethnic k u he; have tcdut'ed the level of 
V wcesijrv atrocities bek>w tiiM of rhe mid.l990s, w Turkey is no 
?£; longer the leading recipient of U.S. military aid (after rhe pcrc-niti- 

Ml: Israel and Ft, pi 1 displaced by Colombia-"' 
: V : Turkish aircraft (i.e.. U-S- aircraft with Turkish pilots} butted m 
|rtuinhing Serbia, though correspond ems report Turkish "fears, that 
.^PPOrting indcpendenr.e rot Albanian Kosovjiri eould encourage 
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Administiaiion," one high uffifisl f.™imenttd: "In northern Iraq, 
on NATO, Bosnia, tcoiicinii.-.s and trade— it's all been very piod 
and helpful. [Assistant Secretary of Stale Richsrd| ] lnlhrooke and 
[Ambassador Mate] Grossman an; L-xtellenT." A diplomat m the 
U.S. Embury praised. U.S. military aid to Turkey as "ineetuives" 
thai htrp (hem become "a eounlry that supports our kind of val- 
ues," rather like Suharto in Indonesia— "out kind of guy." trie 
Clinion Administration explained, before lie made Wis firsr rruv 
lakes- {losing conlrul, and ui willingness to impose harsh IMF mi- 
di'ioris ™ the general population), "h's not fair for us to urge 
Turkey to nut uttly be S democratic country hut to recognise human 
rights and then, nor, ro help the government of Turkey deal with, ter- 
rorism right, within its own borders," Vice President Al Gore added, 
justifying The huge flow or' amis for iniemal repression and ethnic 
titans ing, JJ 

Tirman notes that Turkey's war against (.lie Kurds "railed on 
unknown to most America ns," who wrrc paying for it. Others- have 
aho observed that "the brutal scorched earth campaign..., defor- 
estation und villagt burnings have bi;e(; accomplished with link* 
press attention, a minimum of public Mate, and no censure flOUa 
the United Nations" (McKicmanh Srsndard practice, of obvious 
utility, 

Turkey's treatment of its Kurdish population has tiOL passed com- 
pletely without notice, though, the unpleasant lacts liave nor been 
perfrdtred ro sully the admiration for the New Humanism, The 
issue arose m connection with the trial (if the can he used] nf 
Ojaliri after he was kidnapped by Turkish forces in Kenya, surety 
with U.S. complicity.'-' N'en. 1 York TitIWS correspondent Stephen 
Kinder wrote thai Jnosr of Turkey's 10 million Kurds have "roots- in 
the southeastern provinces that ti--ivc been shaken by violence tor 
rhe last fifteen years. Some say they have been oppressed under 
Turkis-li rule, but the Government insists rhat they art granted the 
same rights a.s other citizens." "There have long becii complaints 
from Kurds, a distinct ethnic group in Turkey and neighboring 
LiAiiimes, ahour official suppression of their language and culture. 
The Kurdish ouemlias have been at war with the Turkish govern- 
mem v:is fifteen years, i struggle that according to various estunare; 
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r Ankara J 100 billion." 
i' mnnrhs earlier, which 
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has taken more than .50.CCC: lives and 
(CinEtr's reports on Ocularis capture a 
included rrmrjjinul references to some of the facts, focused on hii 
rise as "one <ri rhe i>teaieSL modem tragedies fbt the hapless Kurds," 
jppartntly comparable ro the "while Keuitcidc" of the Clinton years 
or the gassing of Kurds by Saddam Hussein.' 

These reports are nut literally incorrect Not * - iXi!d il be literally 
incorrect if the reporting on Kosovo satisfied irself wirli the obser- 
vation that most ol Serbia's Albanian minority have "roots ill 
KoscVO. which has been shaken by violence for the last eight years 
Some say they have been oppressed, under Serbian rule, bur. the 
Gijifemnient insists than they ate grained the saint right 
clibens. There have long been Eoniplaj.n is Iroin Albania 
1 linct ethnic group in r.he FRY and soine neighboring C 
about official suppression -of i.bieir lanjjuage and culfi 
Albanian gucrrillai have been ;it war with the goi 
Sarliisi for eiijll years, a struggle rhal aceordinpi tfi various esrimnres 
ha& taken more than X lives aiuWt Belgrade Y dollars" (till in X 
tad Y, detiep.dtne Oil i?:. chosCil)- True as far as it goes, but not 
:■■ quite the whole sroiy Tlie rj a in pari son, however, is not exact. L'.S.- 
feckpd repression and atmcities have he<:a far more severe e>ver a 
^Ipng period, and their escalarion ro thf £r L ieie.ine hei^Jils ui the 
jjiMd-' 1990s was not ar.tnhiitahle ;::! nny was r:"i homhacdraem ami 
> ,: :;lbreari>fiiiiiiiinent invasion by the world's- leading military power. 
As noied eatlitr, alon^ with reports on rhe Kosovo Peare 
: JujCxAii, the Times noted tliut "Turkey's best-known human right; 
|fe:*Kocate | Alt in Birdul] entered prison' - to serve his senrence tor 
I'-.lwvinjj "urged the state lo rt'diii a peaceful settlement with Kunlish 
..jithrh" — as pro-posfd by [h? PKK seven voars earlier, an offer rejeet- 
■mi by Ankata and Washingron in favor of ethnic cleansing, state 
■IliSnw, and torture on a grand scale. Below the threshold was the 
IJS^" i ^ ,al ^ Birdal hefjaii to Wfi'f hii seiH^iK'e. the Turkish pjrlia- 
,p i overwhelmingly approved a new government that has 
erush Kurdish gueinllas figlirin^ fot a liouieland in 
ieas.tem Turkey." The new jjoveMimenr promised 10 "wipe uut 
Kiixdish rebels and ha.s ruled our iwgHjriatians with Kurdish 
ilia leader Abdullah Ocntan, despite his repeated peace over- 
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mrcs" durum bis tnal-in face, «> a 1992. Tb* «* 
thus failed to fullilk die "hopes of friends o! Turkey' ^pressed by 
the rational pre.s. The day hclore th, new gt »*n«m w* s 
anptoved, proseOi.rr.rs liarf asked the Coutt "to sentence Oca I an to 
death tor leading the Kurdistan Workers Party in its tifteen-ytar 
war [or autonomy in sCiLrheasL Turkey." an net that would vtre like- 
Iv undercut what hopes remain l'r>r peaceful settlement acid set tile- 
rs tatse tVw further tragedy.- 

journals of opinion W aim largely avoids flit marrer, particu- 
larly during the perind of outrayc over the Serbian demon *rhw 
actions ate "wliollv comparable with Hitler's ami Stalin's lb reed 
ieport&Clnns of eii.ire whnic pOul*." (Timothy Garten Ash in d* 
\W York Rewsw, <n* of many such compari*™)." Like other 
commentators ^'ho try to be serious, Garr.on Ash Tec^mies thai 
Serbia's rccnacrrneM of thL dsvs of Hitler and Stalin "cso^ted drs- 
man. fdh as soon as the Mir campaign be»an" Ould thai have been 
satiLips^.i Rdl ring on the cmcsTion, he conclude? fruit the con- 
sequences migbi have been obvious to "politic from former 
Yugoslavia" and orher um-.iviha.-d places, but it "was not obvious to 
lis wild live in a more normal world." Out "more normal world" still 
Jna nor cuinprehcad *«. evil roams the cat*. thouRh « 
March IW we have Teamed or beon reminded of some deeply 
iobermg lessons [abourl th* human capacity tor evil," and even 
•about, the United States," which radically violated (*« value* « 
upholds by keeping to -a 'Wins war" in Kuwvo. 

Borrowing Orel's apt phrase, it "wouldn't do to mention that 
the "normal world" not only cheerfully role rates huge atrocities, hut 
actively initiates and inducts them, lends tbeul decisive support, 
and applauds them, scimetuncs euphoncslly," ftom Southeast si»J 
Western Asia to Central Ainecicn to Turkey and beyond not to 
T eak of a., earlier h^rory. St.ch annoyances dr. not ramish the 
image of the normal world wjrh its "saintly glow." though eeen in 
tliii "noble tihase" we must reco<mi:e. our ilaws: insrslinE on a 
loss war" in Kosovo, the one crime thai, penetrates the veil ut 
intentional ignorance, 
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One has to admire the achievement, We return to other con- 
y^ti praurv sampks o! the genre, ivlnc-h ol course lias a 1ol«; snJ edi- 
fying history, notonk in Anplo- American cuhure. 

Tktr. hiew York Review was, however, unusual — perhaps unique — 
jis iri termor ing rhe flnod of hearrf-elr denuncinrii-in!; .if Serhia's emii-- 
ladorL of Hitler and 5-talin with in Irtitk entitled "lust ice and the 
KiiT'jBi" reviewing a t*>->k praised as ln the moat serious and convinc - 
ing study ol Turkey's Kurdish uucs-titMi to ddte.""' Whatever the: 
jnerits of the study rieviewed, the aixulade tJimol he Lorrcoi. if only 
'because the $tudv pOiiM<-dly *nj evfihcirly sviiidf th* copic n>f 
^□sriCE and rhe Kurds." As snessed in irs opening ssnieciffii, rhe 
-!pl*rj' i r is- devoEfd tr> an entirely differenr Ttipic: policy issues rVit face 
'-fTiirkiih policymakers ',ind Turkish society, as well as Turkey's 
and allies," It is "a policy study" concerned with "the I'uture 
ity and wcLkbefng of Turkey a? :> key American a.!.' , . ,,! and riie 
-rnmem's "ability to deal satisfactorily wiili die dehilitaLin^ 
ish probLem," The authors b.tem by smphasiiiHg disc their 
will nor deal wish "human rights in Turkey," "which They inen- 
only in scattered phrases. The Hdruan Rights Watch reports 
Cited IS! i« commenr in a foomnr*, chserving (hat we ^nnn^t sm; 
" "the army is blameless, when it crimes to human rights abuses," 

eat policies in the Southeast receive a few sentences of 

y tactical criticism. The review itself touches on Turkey 1 !! poll- 
towards the Kurds in a "praising widt faint damns" style dibit is 
«srk cc-ntj^st to the stream of Lndienation about roJsv'i official 

^.Utroughciut the print literature, ^nd I presume on rajjir. and TV 
11, the imhalance of coverage and concern is remarkable, even 
put aside the moral truisms that would dictate the opposite 
As has been documented to the level of borrdurn, the partem 
stent, to a derive that is truly impressive m free societies 
the petiallits lot adhering to moral truisms ait slight- 
U.S.-Turkey example agai.i ill^rrates option (IV act 10 
the atrocities— in this case on a massive scale, and with 
confidence that no Troubling questions will he rsi«d ?> the 
tcned srares proceed ro esr.alare arrooiries in rhe Balkans 
Coloxnbiadevel to perhaps- even NATOdevel. Thnuch the 
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they do 

hold thiT 



time-traine, and indeed 
.n the principles of the 
■lien ethnic, conflict Minis 



mr< 



11 KoiCi 



, "dearly ill 

as- lie ordered the bcimhmg, hiit it 15 clearly n«f 
"NATO itself, where even merre brutal ethnic cli 
endued. 

U-S./U.K- contempt f 
gashed history, including in retell! ycitS the noior 
ihe Kurds to Iraqi rerrot in (elitiilng Kiss-ingt 

[hat "wivert action should nut be coniused 
and Main in 19fifl> when the U-SyU J£. r«ai 
of Kurds Tiv increasing their military 71 nil other support fi 
friend and ally; U.S. food supplies were par lien laity vital. 1 
aa a taxpayer t;ltr 10 U.S. a£fihu*inesshut also tie cause Saddf 
ror operations had destroyed mud) of IraqV food prod 11. 
In Brian's case, 



urdish rifdits has a long and disin 



:ed to Sadder 



s back f 



heycind. Oiie enlight- 
:C Work! Wot 1 when Britain was nn longer 
____ r i re hy Remind forces and turned to the tie* 
weapons of air power and prison tjas, the ktiut a particular favwire 
of Winston ChurchiLl for ulu.; against "uncivilised tribes" and "recal- 
citrant Arabs" [Kurds and Afghans)- Ir was presumably the* ^or- 
derly elements thai the eminent statesman l.loyd George had m 
mind when he ayplsuded Britain's success Ln blocking an interna- 
tional treaty that sought to ban bombardment tjf civiIluiw, having 
"insisted on reserving the light to homb niggers." 

Though these are understood to be amonji the facts "it wouldn't 
do 10 mention," fine, cannot be tor. careful; there always is the ran- 
dom deviant. Accordingly, William "vValdeEmve, who was in C-hsrije 
of rritpe Minister John Major** "open government." initialise, 
ordered die removal from the Public Record Office ol 'Tiles dermi- 
inj; how British troops had used poison yas against Irani di*ddents 
(.including Kurds) in 1919 ' Tins "childish san.tiaiW n. historical 
Lint rtaw.rli'e Ls followed (lie model of the statist reactionary 
the rWl< Admin, straiten. whose dedication to protecting *«* 



Lei us 1 



:, still keeping v 

a ease rhst hflpr 



1990s). 
Balkans a« well . 

.. Every year thousands of people 
poor farmer!— are killed in the Fb 
' scene of the heaviest bombing 1 
;. spears, and arguably the most er 



reached such extremes that the State 
ied in public protest, * : 
illustration oi the bleu- Humanism in 
hin til? designated time fram* (the 
is to have direct implications tor the 



ostly children, the rest mostly 
of Jars in Northern Laos, the 



b«Hnpelled to agre 



teidment of North \ 



el: WmWlut* I'uikniS assault 
r pcasiint soeiety had little to do with its wars in rhe 
ai from l l *6S, when Washington was 
oiiared settlemenr (under popular -and 
fore to call a halt, to the rejreilar boirt- 
1, which had turned much or' it into a 
•^'•.*«ITk,i!V With rhme t;3r^ets lcist, the planes were shifted to bum- 
-^■ilBidirieiii of Laos and Cambodia, with wiinrnuL-nt-tb dial should he 

gj; The current deaths are from "Ijomhies," riny antipersonnel 
tl land- till fi«: they are designed specifically 
pmi sitcl riiaiui, tiot id damage ri'u-c.lrs or hnilriings, "Bomhies' f are 
e packed together in cluster bombs, Less 
It the SLie of a elenclwd fisr.-= The Plain was Mimrated with hnn- 
k cf millions of these criminal devices, which have a (ailute-tei- 
,-plude rate of 20% -30% according to the niLmuiaCtuter, 
:iw a spin-oH, Alliam Tecliiystems). The numbers 
remarkably pour LjuaLity toiurol or a rational policy 
feasrarfc; 1 !:^ civilians by delayed action These tcinstiteted only a 
n of the ^biology dupfcryed. including advanced missile, to 
avci where failiilie* sought shelter, Villinj; hundreds with 
issile. Curreiu annual casualties from "hombies' f are e.sti- 
d from hundl*cl.5 a year to "an annual nationwide casualty rite 
PMOOO," mote than half of rhem deaths, acctirdiny to the veteran 
* Correspondent Rarrv Wain of the Wall Street Joxmai — in its 
edition- 

ate, then, i.s that the erisis eae.li year is 
"Parable to rhe roll in Kosovo in die year before the NATO 
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fitjinhinB, though us in Col< 
aC e tar more hiuM* wind 
atcurdinu if snidies tel 
Committee, which hi* heei 



rrated am.^ chiUfe 
,rted bv rhe Me 
ivijttinn in Northern Lm 



ialfith*. 



Thtrt h 



* hem «fferfT< w putter* a.*J deal with the htimani- 
t , mTl C9I11 »troplie The Bmisli-bawd Mum, Ad visor v Group 
MAO) ha* Im « iiib to rtmove the lethal nhje'cr* hur the US. 
L ^^picuoiislv nrwtnf ft.".m the hmvUiil of Western or^nisr, 
Turns that haw Lollowed MAO:" rhe Brinsh ores* reports, thorn:!, 11 
l .-,,,.,11, agreed to train some Laotian civilians. The pnwh urcs: 

tsti dial the U.S. terui-i, to prmiik theat will- " 
MOW Jiat weetld «*f fh* "* » »* 4"'*", 
5fc n *e rente . i eeiet, « do tl» « 

U» J i. Tt. t»# l r«" «P«» ' , , 

IjJ*, pflnh* Ae to. «*» •*« Wwl1 
mini ftotn fatly l%i> was most intense." 

A ran' mention in the J.S pie", headlined vj5 Ck 
the' l JnesplodeiV' tepotts with pri Ji that "crew-cut Am 
M, n «U| Laotian! . pan of » international » 
dot taM. .f not dw-* ° ( *" «T 
. ,1,™ «, L.otim fnimm." Emu wt fa- » *» """-'7 
„- , little dmW: MAG found 700 "bomb.es in « th.tj of a 
hectare in one sdioolyaid. and ii noted, children m the main vie 
tints Tlie same national daily does hive a front-page Kt^tt deaa- 
lined "One Mat'. Crusade to Dm «-.'^*« » |<<""2 
enmptUienr whose company is deslen.nij ieehnoli, K V to deal UU0 

„i«, ased bv Ac Riifftl. m.aden of Al E ltan,i,an » 

In the e S « 1 U». « » &« * ,hmS ™ ' '™„ 

iW of options :, SB. dn n-iluns. The tail - « tup.bl, 
mote evil ihan ,P the case of tut Ttntnt, pven the n.tnte if * 
U S ,,lt. And the react™ of the media mi ammmm » 
l„-f .italt, MbwttM *e nntm. undo fhieh die wat , E aini W 

vJd n Hi = = , t , - neannie «IW™»-^JJ ft 
pre„,d, a. was the K„ 1 .r. « CamU.Jia fc- M»* 1»» ™ 

keel of scH-cet»Otsltip wai cnnwnixy then, ai • ll» 1* 
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event!, anJ the leailions 
'good deal iihuin ihe Xer Humanhiti. 
«mHd> we oomfmtahly find r.it linn 
By April 1 U.S. ctin-etpi.nden 
v^ATO was mini; eliedtet bnmbs in 1 
pltjvinte inte a tie man s land,' 
Homblefi; as nnted, they wete also 
'ley wen: lira, 



, die 



villi uiKxploded 
: Seth iuldiets en 
ass-border attach. 



d eliewhete. theie <m>a ate ewmyf "hettific 
iTvinrlred.i rreat«l in Pnsnriii a hnsf>it!il iilone, nbnul 
Civilian, inclLidins Allifinian chilJren tilkJ inJ wounded, 
tly viccims of rirae-iiccivatL-d duster bombs deigned to kill and 
rithviut w-jminy,'" Noting tit Jit It rtpoils lliaL t-iuiier bombs 
being usud, the L'.K.. Cainpaiisri lor a Transparent fj 
mtEtbk' Anns Trade i. v Laied i 1 , tainpaign charging Tonv Rlair, 
Cwk, anJ [\-fcnss Mir>iSC« George Rnherrsnn ivirh "cTirni- 
ncglLgeilce" tor deplny me. nr and use of these tenor weanotis, 
willl explicir violation of the Ottawa "Qinvetitiun on tht pio- 
>f rhe use, sKtckpiiiTig, production and transfer ijt ai it i^p ur- 
ines and on then dostm^tion," as wdL ;rs ui' Briristi k-gisla- 
that briny s British law into tompLLLintt with dn.- iiuernaiional 
The U.S. cjimca be chared hecAiue it refits^ ro sign 
CunivciiLiun. its riurmal SBncs with tegard ro human 
COil Veil Lie LIS Slid Ll\[etfiaTiOr.3l lawEtnerally." 

iToeovo Peace Accords reaquite that Seth forces, clear mine- 
apart from limired border psitro], they arc permitted tu enter 
only for lhat purpi>se, It is entirely appropriate that tliey be 
move the mine, they bid in prepurdtiun (or a NATO 
eh doubtless create serious iiajiiLd^ hit civilians. LL Secli 
'sponsible fot mine Living, su tiiKV will he rtflpaiifible 
.mine removal." N.^TO iliiLl.*.-'. sp^kesi-cisn Colonel Conrad 
hghteously declared-^ 
for the idea thai rhe U.S. plight have mme respon^itdiry to 
the miirderoui debri> of its vastly mrjre scandal (His crimes, 
."IO provide infnrmation thar would allow others lei do so with- 
Subjeet to the fete of the thous,inds who art killed every 
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a "kmp.-1-terrr. imii pnlttLtal impact of amotion* tojj,eth L - T 

n-ich todays death and impair"-* 

Two hawkish military analysis observe rhat 'wonoiuK. sections 
may well haw been a necessary M cause ot [He death* of im t 
peopb in Iraq tVwt* butt ten slain b> all willed vreaprnw ofiiwss 
destruction Lhrouirhoi.ir history," lltf-rating from Baghdad. David 
Shoriock reviews ill* effcttS of "the monstrous icfial 
tm pcoplft of low" that the W«r is wo****, suegrating that 
Kbalilu^r^Lfe Serbia, 

Departing from -intrnrW ignorance," «c uWY recall rha- rri« 
is [Tie standard operatmi; pnteJtire "f the enlightened Slates vvheti 
someone steps c* uf a* Saddam Huwcin did in Anguw 1990. 
shifting qmckk from favored fliend to demon "hen he committed 
crimes That were bad enough, hut neither nu\*l [the primary k'ar of 
rho Bush Administer, km was rhat unless negotiations wen.' blocked 
he would duplicate what rhe U-S- had just acwrtrpliihed in 
Paiinmal, nor very f>rave by bis gruesome standards, which ["vised no 
prions problem for the enlightened states- Or Nicaragua. no prob- 
lem whale WKf* U.S.-suppllcd ntul -rrW army kilLine. 
Ltiu of thousands of prOfle twenty years aye,, bur reduced to [be 
ireniul poorest country in the hennspherc lafrer Haitil fur the 
crime c* disobedience shortly after. Or Cuba, subjected 10 tony 
years of rernrr and unprecedented gnomic wart™, wirh sanctoH 
that bar ^-en food and (effective^ medicine, nor. bucsu* <>i 
Castro's crimes, but, so m !esm from the Kennedy intellectuals, 
out of conL-em over ''rhe sptend ui lb? Castro idea of taking matters 
hue ones own hands," a ietir.ua problem becaust throunhmit l^rirj 
Amenta "[he distribution of land and orher forms of rational 
wealth yearly favors the propertied Masses, [audi the ponr and 
unrlerpri'wllefii-J, stimulated by ihe example oi the Cuban revolt 
lion are now ■demanding opportunities for •< decent Living. 

These and msnv other exiling infer* be kef* in mind when « 
read atlnirirus accounH of hew the "moral wcW « ^ Clmt1 ^ 
Admit! ist.ration is at lasr funaioninja properly— in Kosovo ■- 

IV might be argued that this, sample is unfair, uuiirnne; *« 
put forth as the prte evanrples ufuV Nw Humanisms Son*"* *"» 
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Haiti. The chsHenee has W m f men:, l W r sis.-, a detecr: 
jfBjfc at rhcs« cases malies the story only more snrdid. 

Uncootroveisially, Washington played a major role 
die tiajjedy if the earLy ^ in Somalia, then stood asid 
figtili- n S had declined and n 
^ 1992 iittervetition w&i ? puhli^ 

: tet0 gnised even in [be usually supportive media, v 
: fthe invasion's made-for-I lollywcod ejnality,' 1 des- 
■t^llDWcaSe' 1 tor the military budget, ''a public relations bii 
ij^l the right rime. 3! It wan a "paid political advertisimi 
''- half Of plans for an intervention it**, ]uinl Chiefs Cut 
commeiucd. But tilings seion went sour, in la 
e of U-S- iniLnary d«-[tine. u. r bi;b calls for mai-ivf 
soldiers rorne under any threar « 
In October I W5, ''criminal incompetence hy the US 



le; 10 flew freely. That 



o the slaiiirhre:r of more than 1 ,0GC Son 
," the press Inter reported, The official 
mil casualties in the ummcr i>f 1993 ak 
d children. Estimate are hiyhLv uncrerta 

rgely overlooked by repciterc," the 
x noted'" 

lalia behind a 
c of abou[ 100 to ens, Ijis Angeles Timirs lo 
if reported. The U.S. command did nor con 
ft. f . i | . ■ l . ii. M. 



riaa- was 6-10,000 

tWO-thllds „„„ 

'iuinali easualties- 



ill of gunfire — a 
eipondem John 



. 1 r pi 

" "CIA oftiendi privt 



e threatening " M 
Mlded the opera tit in, info 
pbodief. Im nut intcitsttJ 
It the U.S. miliary mav 1 
while losing ihitv-l. 
f, Charles Will is m Mayj\e 
:r 19?ftf»mbing oi 

^"Sensitive to Arab values> 

* tlumbet of lives saved by the ''humanitarian 

d by the U-S- RtfuK^L- Polity Uicup at 10-25,000 
■ figure may be an owerescimate. Ale* de Waal c 



ly CctieeA- 



POted ip psssing. After Zinn: 
[aL], a ^'e-u 1 Vbrk Times profii-e : 
cultures and history^, which n 
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Ri^hB observes, since most of the deaths were caused by miliaria and 
[Here wtrf: no mui- malaria proetamsL <k Waal is a leading special^, 
on ('limine. ard, and this region specifically. Specific war amies, of 
U.S. forces iiLC-Uirfed direct military atiaeks en a hospital and on 
civilian ^jtherincs. Other Western armies were implicated in serious 
crimes us well. S<™ of rhesc were revealed at -an oil'iCia! Canadian 
inqnirv, not duplicated hy the U.S. or other governments." 

The usual pittuie is as poitm-ed by the Wa^ingim P-fist, opening 
rhe new year- U S rrraips were "leading Trie wuv" in a U.R opu ra- 
tion, bt.r 'the thousands of Somali wud wre imnha&nnd 
by the death* of eighteen U .5, soli! wis," a disaster that led 10 "U.N. 
wmiHrawal." The thousands „l Somali lives lost have rarely 
erppeared oil iHe nidar scrwn, and are umiieii:ir.ned-- 

In Haiti. the fltw free election cook place in December 1969 m a 
mined country tliac the U.S. had dominated sine* "Wcx.diow 
Wilson's murderous- invasion/" To general surprise, the winning 
candidal, with a rwr.-thircls majority, ^ the populist, priest jean- 
Bertrand Anstide. hack<.\l hy a vip-orous grass-roors movement trial 
hud escaped notice. Appalled by the defeat of LP cwn cmi d id-ate, 
who received 14% of the vote, Washington moved at once tu 
undermine Haiti's first Jemocratie government. When lC was over- 
thrown seven months later by a mutinous military regime, 
W^hin^ton maintained close inrelligcnee and military ties *-ith 
the new rulers while undermining die embargo called bv the 
Oryamiariim of Amen can States, even siithotiiing illegal ship- 
ments of oil to th* regime and its wealthy SLippJiLefS. 

After three years of terror, the U.S. intervened to "restore 
democracy," bui an condition that die Anstide government adopt 
the U.S. pragrttt that had been decisively K jC««l m the sole ft* 
election. Wwhinfitoii imposed a» extremely harsh vwsion ofrhe.se 
neollherul policies. On* consequence was detfructiot. of tice in- 
duction, the t™>d staple in which Haiti had been ie]f-suftLci*tit- 
Under the U.S. -imposed reforms. 1 laitmii farmers ™ere denied tariff 
protection and wtK thererore free to compete with U-5- sjitiHosi- 
ness, »l>ich reeeives 40% of its trolils from government sublltlieb, 
shacplw increased undtt R.e3(;an. Rwogniz 
1995 US AID 'f=port oberved that the "< 



iuvesunent policy" ilia 



rnardir 



will 



lentkisry 



: the dame 



" will he fumed to f 



t.driven trad, and 



pgroetpft' in accord with the ptincipki <.>l rdtio-naL cxptCLMLOtlS 
- iJiEO-ry, aild with incidental bt'tietit to U.S. agrilnisiness and 
'{ investors. More Tetently, one of the tew hcipd'ul enretpnses in the 
goicken country, production 0l' chLcten |>3rti, nas dfsrn->yed in the 
fgtat. fashion. U.S. pKidac^rs liave a large surplus nf datlt meat that 
'i< : '-'-is "ilooding Haiti," compelled to reduce tariff protection to ncar- 
'W- iCO by thi: U S--mandared neoliberal program, unlike Canada arid 
■'M- Mexico, which imnnse tariffs of ^iver 10C% to bar U.S. dumping." 

In prifiC-iple f Initi could resort to anii-diimpins measntes, closing 
;tomarkers to U.S. exporters m reialiaritm, i'allo*Liifi Washitifton^ 
■;.^gukt practice to protee-t dctlKiUi; pfC-duCttS- The drtuHe-edged 
.maitet theory tluit lias reignetl for hundreds r.t years- - marker disci- 
jjftne for you. bui the nanny state for me — is revealed in stjrk uyli- 
.ftrss when piacciced hy the world's richest country to dcsm.y a bru- 
™iwd ttiruer of the wntld that mat we 13 become uninliab liable 

troops seized 1 60,000 payes ot dwuiucnis of the coup 
:nd Lrs patamilitnrv r forces, still kept from Haiti's govern- 
aent apart from redacted versions WLlll names of U-S- citi^en^ 
ivoid einbarrassiiiL; revelations" abotn U.S. movem- 
ent wuli the terrorist regime and efforti to under- 
e prognimi aildeitakeil dtirLri? the brief democrtilic interlude, 
titdins to Htiinan Rights "Search and analysts cite J by the 
I Oil Henlispherk. Affairs. The Clinton Admitiistiiiiioii 
wi;.S. forces in 1996 after Deputy Seeretar. 1 of Stule Sirabe 
now prominent in the Balkans, assured Cui^rCSS llwit "w<- 
iam iri charge hy me;ins oi US AID and the private sector."" 
f; We may also recall, ptThaps, that Hani was one of the richest 
i Of the »-oilJ and a MuKC rfi ftOCtl PSft of Prance's wealth, 
lied alongside of Bengal, now Bangladesh^hservanons that 
pit provoke some thoughts if we -can escape the grip trf ''intcn- 
il ignoraLKe " It revealing ennujjft to observe, howevet. that 
is trie ^ri;e evample ."jffi^red to demon sti:ite Washington's siii- 
* dedication to human tights, in this ease the virtues of "huulidl- 
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Haiti also provider much insight into [he operative meaning ci{ 
Article 14 of the Universal LX-dataiiOtl of 1 luman Rights, which 
^uarailK?) the right ol asylum treni persecution. Twenti leuis ago, 
rhe Carter Administration inmated the forcefuL return of fleeing 
boat people to tht men'ief of rhe Duvalicr dictatorship. The viola- 
tion nt Article 14 wa; formally ratified in a Reagan- Duval ier ajrree. 
ment. During ihe brief and despised democratic inrerlude. when 
terror virtually ceased and the refugee flaw reduced to a trickle, pol- 
icy was reversed and Article 14 honored. When tht military coup 
renewed the terror, Washington returned to its "reprehensible, 

. illegal and irresponsible refugee polity" (Animtas Watch)- The 
policy w:i„ bitterly condemned by candidate Bill Clinron, whose 
firsr act us President was ro make it harsher still. The Supreme 
Court endorsed, die forceful return of Haitian, refugees, apparent ly 
relying lor it* inrerpretHtion of interna rifinal refugee law nn 
SwitiM land> arguments lor biiirinfi Jews fleeing the Holotuust, the 
btlirot in Chief of tht American Joustm! n; fntcrroifroiuJ Law torn, 
merited in a L 99S review of rhe "alarming exacerbaiLtm" of 
Washington's refusal to adhere to treaty oblivions in [lie past ten 
years, even beyond Rei^anLte radicalism, which broke new ground* 

in this and other respects. ■"■ 

In short, the pti;e examples do not lend powerful 'iiprvvrt to the 

imagery ol the New Humanism, thoufdv they dn shed liyht on the 



Let us now rum to the third choice of polity in the cast if 
humanirarian enses, option (111), try to mitigate the catastrophe. 
Tli if could take take [he for in of peaceful means diplomacy, cori- 
srnicrive aid), or it could involve the use uf force: what i = called 
"humanitarian intervention." 

To find examples illustrating humanitarian intervention ii all 
tiw nasi', ai len.it if we keep to official rhetoric. In this realm, it i> 
t |u se to a universal truth thai the uW of force is driven by liumani- 
Latian commitments. The world beyond looks a bit different. 



™ as the NATO bombings cotn- 
■^flc^d. There is a regime nf international law mid international 
largely crafted by the United States, and hinding on all 
;|Btes , Its fundamentals are articulated in the United Marions 
fjairer, then subsequent General Assembly Resolutions und World 
'(Sport decisions, in brieJ, (he rhrear or use nf force is banned unless 
jlfcitly authorized by [be Security Council jftcr it haa dettc- 
ffrined (hat peaceful l*K)ns have faded, or in selbdeiensc against 
concept) until the ck.-LU.riL> Council acts 
jticleSl). 

Df course* mure tt: say- Thus there is at least a tension, 
|f,not an outright contradiction, between the rule* nf world order 
cWn in the Charier and [he riglus articulated in the CD, a 
pillar of the world order established under U.S. initiative 
World War LL The Charter hin= force violating state ver- 
ity; the UD guarantees the rights of individuals against oppres- 
thu ugh neither rhe UD nor the cnnbling resolutions 
licatt aiiit enforcement mechanism. The issue of humanitarian 
from rhis tension. Lt is the nght ol humanitarian 
™> claimed by tht U.S-/MATO in Kmow, with 
general support of media and a broad range of commentary. 
The question was addressed ai once in a Wen York Times report 
iftded: "Legal Scholars Support Case for Using Force."" One 
ffercdi Allen Gerscin, former counsel m the U.S. nus- 
U.N. Two other legal scholars lire cited. Out, Ted 
■n Carpenter, "scoffed ar rhe Administration argument" and 
iissed [lie alleged right of intervention. The third is jack 
ildsmith. a Specialist on international law at Chicago Law 
■I. He S3\i tbar enrich of rhe NATO bombing "have a pretty 



d legal a 



it," but "many people think Lah exception for 

■s the cvid-ence offered to justify the 
i the headline Tht marrer was largely 
section in rhe headline haviny been 



[vaiion reatfinable, a 1 
i [he deier ruination of 
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We may also bear in mind another truism: the righr of human. 
an intervention, if it exists. 15 premised on the good faidr c r 
intervening, and chat assumption is based n« on their rntto™ !■»■> 
on their record That is indeed a truism, at least with regard r.-, , ..I. 
ers, Consider, for example, Iranian, offers to intervene in Bo 1 "*" ■■■ 
prevent massacres at a time when the West would not do so Tl,,,, n 
were dismissed wirh ridicule (in fact, generallv ignored! 
chough they misfit well have protected Mujlims {jam slan^i ■ i ..i- 
Srebrenica and elsewhere. ]f there was a reason bevond su^ J 
nnn to power, it was. because- Iranian goad faith could our b° 
assumed — reasonably enough; thus Iran is one of the two cciiim,,,. 
to have tejected a World Coun judgment, along with uthei .Tim., 
rial acts. A rational person then asks obvious questions; i> ■ 
lranmn record ol intervention and terror worse- than that 01 il,. 

United Stares, the second of the tw'O countries m have rc]i - 

*'urld Court judgment, utany with oiher criminal acts.'" Ai>J m In- 
questions: Lor e-simpk'. how should we assess die good faith 
onk eountry to have veteicd a Security Count lL resolution r~j||mn 
or, all states to obey international law' What about its hr 
record' Unless such questions ait prominent, ail honesc persim mil 
dismiss tin.' discourse as worthless subordination 10 doctrine, 

lr is a uietul exercise to determine how much ol die iitcmnirc 
media 01 other — survive* such eklucntatv con side raviolis as these. 

The mo.sr extensive recent academic study of ,L huiYiau nation 
intervention' is bv George Washingiun University Law f J rnte.;sor 
-Sean Murphy, formerly Counselor for Letru.1 Affair* ar rhe ILS. 
Embassy in rhe ll^ut- He reviews the teiorJ after the Kellogg 
TSiiand pact of 1921* which outlawed war, and then after the U N. 
Charter, which strengthened and articulated these provisions in 
the first phase, be writes, the most prominent examples ot "human- 
itanan intervention" were Japan's attack on Maix'-huna, Mussolini's 
invasion of Ethiopia, and HilleCs occupation ol" parts of 
Czechoslovakia, all accompanied bv uplifting humanitarian 
rhetoric and factual justifications. Japan was going ro establish an 
"earthly paradke" ,« iL defended !Vl am. Initial is from "Chines ban- 
dirs," with the support of a leading Chinese nationalist, j mote 
credible 1'itcun; than anyone the U,S, was ahle to eoniutc up dufii'g 



. South Vietnam. MussolLn 
.i hp carried forth the Wesrer 



; liberating thousand.! of 
vdmng "mission. Hitler 



"^mOlinrpcl Germany's intention to end ethnic tensions and vio- 
end u safeguard the national individuality of the German and 
j^Bch. peoples'' in an operation "filled with earnest desire 10 serve 
(hi av interests of the peoples dwelling ib rhe area," m 5ccor- 
£tnre with rheit will. In further legitimation, the Slovakian 
^esi^ent asked Hitler to declare Slovakia a procec.ictate.'' 

Aiwfher useful incellectual exetclse is to cornfare those obscene 
BStifirations with those offered for interventions^ including 
^uman'tartsn inrereenrions. m the U.N. Chartetera. 
- bi rha.t ■ fjennd , perhaps the most compelling example of option 
is the Vietnamese invasion ol (..ambodia in Uectmbe-r 1976, 
R^nrn-narin-fT Pol Tats atrocities, which were then peaking. Vietnam 
led the right oi si-h-dcferac a|,-ainrt anned attack, one of the 
.er-era cxaiuplei when the pica is, pLausibk: llu; KluLi^r 
ime fUemoemk Kainpueliea. OKI was carrying oni mtit- 
aets , Nl m 1 \u riiun in I eHrt The U.S. reaction 

TLie press condeinned the Prussians" of Asia for 
»geoiLS violation of inretnaiional law. Thev were harshly 
lished for the crime of having ended Pol Pot<- slaughters, first hy 
(•(U.n. -hacked) Chine*? invasion, rhen by impos-ition of 

lely harsh sanctions. Washin^on recognized the expelled DK 
^rthc official p-vemment of Cambodia, because- of its "continuity" 
h the Pol Pol reyittie, the State Department explained. Not too 
«lv. it proceeded to support \iv: KlmLcr Roane in US CcHiLinulLlg 
a Camhodia. 

■ : The example tells us more abuui the "custom, and ptactioe 11 that 
-f the actual "emet^ins less I norms of hur 



g^Anoiher illustration of (111) is Indi 
|t 1971, which reTrninared an 
11 million according 
wined India for aggression, thn 
<*>larly infuriated by India's action, 
fc*a& iftterfeting with a cureiully 
Pfcistari, which w$? KOine [i> ft. 



of East Pakistan 
and refujiee flight 
: lime), The U.S. 
KissingLT w 



s, l.x;ea 
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Pei'h.ifs rhif ii fine of the example* that historian fohn Levi' 
liaddis had in mind in his admiring review tit the biresr volume n| 
kiasinijer's memoirs. <vb.cn he reports that kusinyer "acknowledge, 
hero, mori: death 1 than m the past, the miluence oi his uphnrigmg 
in Nazi uermaiiv. tlic examples set bv Lis parents and the const- 
uuenL uiryosubllllv, I'M llliTi. Ot Operating CmCSLkfe > mOtaL traine. 

work. ■ She logic is overpower ins. as aie the ill us mi inns, coo »vl]- 
Imwn to record. 

hecin with rhe Kello^Rrmnd Tjict in 1928. It has a distineiibhed 

sion audi Molenec. To be Lire, oW lire except*™*- Tlic encsirnw 
lumiliar to in arc those- that Lie at the core of our moral and ethkai 
tradmuii. Jerivui-y Irorn die divine commandments to perpetrate 
*eno.-|de ^rded u\ r|,e Fl.hle. evened faithfi.lly hv [he chosen 
people and emulared hv rheLi successors among them the Frantic 
knights who mvared the Uvaitt a millennium apo with the sarin: 
divine dispensary and the "'children of Israel" who followed Grd\ 
will in the New ""vvorld. amnnr; nmntrous episodes (<t the sacralEa- 

lt wc had records we might find tlidt Lienulus khan arid Alula 
the- Hun prulcssed liuuiaiutaridii motives. U.b. lnst-orw alone otters 
mam- dkiiiHtioiis. lot example. Tliecxlore hoosevelts explanation 

elimuwme it* in>lieeno>rr pormlatiori la result already achieved m 
the Easrl: "rhe mosr ulnmaielv righteous of all wars is a war with 
savar-es." establishing the rile of "the dommrim world races. 11 " 

<\s the eonquerots completed their mn?t ultimately righteous 
wars rhe task of tellinq trees and Indians and ot rounding o!it 
then natural boundaries' us it is described in J leading ruudem 
diplomatic history" — rJhtv moved bevond. always inspired hy ele- 
vated human Lt a nan motives, They managed to intervene in L uL-a 
in 1?* just m lime to prevent Us libvraLiou trom Sip*in, 1 Liming if 
mio i wriml 1I1 11 nl rhr United V.ttMu, the u rd l i 1*" 
Haivaril hisionans!. thus fultilbne the earliest foreign poliev £(wl ol 
rhe newly- hhe rated I Mired Stares. ' The intervention vras self- laud- 



AWFiSMfHl. 



as "in the interest of cLviliianon, humanity, and liberty.™ "'We 
fgak. up aims railv in obedience to the dictates o1 humaniw and in 
iflllmellt of high public and me'ij.l obLigatujnSi 1 ' l'lesidtnt 
inlcy oratisi, actiriu "in the name of tititiianiiu, 11 "it* ihe name 
jejviliiatiun.'" Tlieixlot* Roosevelt and Woodtow Wilson enipbat' 
\v agreed, along wi[h leading inrellecmals and jschnlnrs until rhe 

- It took a hit more effort 10 portray the conquest of the 
(ulippines in the same light, as old Indian fighters left hundreds o( 
Is. of corpses in their wake in anciiier one of. the "tlie mi)it 
[lately righteous ot all wars.'' Bui ihat loo was accomplished, to 
cclaim ihtu pexsists ro the present."-' The President recog- 
d that he had 110c quite ^brained rhe consent of the Filipino? 
0 perform a great act for humanity," as he was doing, Rut there 

c were obeying a higher moral obligation, which rested on us iind 
itiicli did nar require anybodies eonsenr. We were do ins c>ur duw bv 
"them. s» CruJ jmvc ll^ ilit ii") see ^jur Jut|, with rhe cfjruenr tit 

'(JUT C-Wn te-nsO^Tii-i;, a-nil wil-h fhit appr"'- , ''l of civil nnl-inn .. Tl !■, 7K.1 

agjod tune for tht libci3!.cjr co submit lmportunf gm-itions tcirn-im- 
pllng liberty and Government to the liberated while ihey are cngp^cd 
tin shooting dofl-n [hen ic-cura. 

s limply extending the practices of its models and 
ter cciituncs of experience, itie Concert of Europe 
5 Wth century renewed the commit ruenr of the civilised 
is- to relieve the plight of the backward peoples of the world, 
la to Afpo CO rhe Middle Ea^t, including the Serhs. ■ 
>, therefore liars, tricksters and masters of evasion," the 
laimed fmtn the heartland nf Eurapean culture* The 
:s need not fie reviewed. 

telliycnt leaders have perceived what lliey were doing 
H sometimes described it with j degree 01 accuracy, lot exatliple, 
ti Churchill, in a paper submitted 10 his Cabinet col- 
'x in January i9l4 explaining the need for increased military 
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Ltanee- Wc Wc C n*ri.ssed ro c*.rse.lv^...;iri uimr>>[^ dis^c«™tir™ii 
„liaie at the *.lJ irattic ci thr We haw pot all *c wanr 

in iMriLMY, and he left in the iimiu defied enjoyment of 

nKiir.iiiL^cJ !■-> fm-L-s, often ™. less reasonable [OiirhiT.-. than to 

Churn". Ml understood that these insights are not far popular con- 
.5iimpnon in a free society, The .ia!iv.-<-.i ;hr;,-.-:. were excised i n 
flie version Iw made public in his book The Wtrrld (Jrisif in rhe 
1920s. Rawitk released, thev are vnlfkely to have a more pKimi- 
ncnl jjlace in the intellectual culture and educational s\>reni than 
many udiers like them, fur example, Churchill's enthusiastic acW 
tacy of the use ol pubon £as Against Kurds and other unciviliiud 
Uibf*. and it.- implementation, nuw safely excised from rhe 
records 

Given the ric-hl"ies> and familiarity of the historical reeurd, it is 



remiirtiibLc to 


observe ihe untroubled ri.se of the New Hum 




even its e*al 


anon, sometimes en the part of people w- 




admirable l«C 


rd r>n humeri rights. Michael Glennun, foi ex 




who fiiieen s 


ems ago deplored che device of "iiuenc<e.na 






yed to evade [he horrors tltut 1 he leader 


.l^thf 


enlivened" s 


pitL's wa.s then perppt.rati.ng. nc less righteous 


v than 




. Adoring that stance tuday, Cdennon prcse- 


us rhe 


venerable do 


trinCS- -3S S new departure justly undertaken 


by the 


"enlightened 


stares," who must new discard the misguid 


,1 "old 




cnlfr imicturc" instituted after World War 11 


TEtOg' 




he fading of the eld system were w disasr 




Disastrous ch 


V no doubt wciC- To morion only tbe mwr 




illustration, f 


r.h massive atre>cir.ies as the U.S. wars in Ind 





could net even, be bruugbl before the United Nsrinm for fear thaC 
tin- U.N. wi>ulJ be destroyer, by the leading enlightened state, 
hardly the only ease (and one that Glcnnon does not iv.enr.ic-n, 
ifkninh he rightly lists rhe Soviet invasion of Afghani stunk And we 
may recall .vhal happened when tile World Court dared to offend 
the muster by charging ir with "unlawful use of force" and ordering 
ir to desist and pay substantia, reparations, just as u'e know—"' 



action by veto ever since the organizarion fell out of con r ml in rhe 
muB cofdeeolLTiLj.tion,'jver thirty years ago, 

But these are nut the kiiids of examples that Olermon and och- 
^ hsve in mind. Those Iw do*s give are n^truftivi-, kit 1 will put 
dad*-* asir-k, rtOfiri£ only the pf iftlt fvaiiliple he off^i: of Lilt prOtllLiC 
■jf the °new imervenrionihm": NATO's pursuit of "iriterriaiional 
jj^jfir.-r" in Kos<tvo to terminate "ethnic cleansing. 11 which "'evident^ 
.Jj is whac NATO and the United States have leeenrly set our to 
Jft" This- it- su "evidt-nt" that neither argument nor evidence 15 
Heeded, again die -Standard pcis-ture, a: is the Liceount of the timin<; 
of the ethnic cleansing and the NATO aciions allegedly undrrtak- 
#HO termiTLatf Lt- 

Ik the light nl 3 history rhat is hardly obscure it is, perhaps, a lie- 
odd to read that the "enlightened states'" are opening a new era 
hniCiar! affairs when they g^anr themselves rhe righr ro u=e mill- 
force where they "believe it to he just s " even when the praise l.s 
red with qualifications": 

: nrw inttTwmtiorasts must Tcconcdt tht need fir br«7.;d a-rctp- 
of their regime with the resistance of the def Lent, the indclenr. 
_gnd the miscreant. Prcipdnenrs of rhe new regime rnuST Jisesi 
rfiethe* r!ie eosi. i>f ilicnaiitig die din'irJctly uuin'cijli- wliHtcvcr 

benefits can he WTL„. S hl in l-hu tn.rm ,if a mor,: nr.l.-rly w. 1T ld. 

'UliimHtely, thi quratmn will be cnipirieph unices J critic?! m?55 cf 
is ?criipti the solution that NATO and the United Slates 
sadk to offer, dut solurion vill soon fce resented, Bat the new 

Suld nil l I* JiLillied liv ftrtTS of Jcslniy-iiii; siuuc 
lofty, LmagmcJ l C mpl C l,I law mshrincJ in fhi: U.N. t~h»iter ! S mtT 

ijjrii^t preiscriptifns- 

.Lifting the veil of intentional ignorance, we Jisccwer that "the 
ntetvcntianis-m'* j.^ simply "the old interventinnLsm.' 1 and that 
is nothing novel in rhe distinction benveen the "enlightened 
and those who resisr their righteous acts: "the defiant, the 
Imt, and the miscreant" I who else could tjbjtct to their civib:- 
ttliasion?). Tradition is also niaintaincd when the categories are 
lished by definition, as ncci-ssyry truths ; evidence deemed 
t*vant or pethafS a uuleat display of "ilivftt-rate JiilLi- 
And v.E: need hardily awair an ' : ,!ifin»=;e empirk.al" 
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test of the consequences of these doctrines — or. lor that matter, 
even oi the sole question that can be coiieeived within the iranie- 
v-'ork of enlightenment, the cost-benefit calculation presented. 
There is a vast store of evidence bearing on the crauequen«s of 
the doctrines that are now to be reinstated., as they have hcta 
implemented, by die enlightened states that a*iain assign themselves 
the mission lilcy hsve been conducting with such, estimable results 
for centuries. 

Case boots or international humanitarian law and other idiol- 
acly sources commonly recogniie thai genuine cases of inrerveiiriotr 
underraken with humanitarian iLICinr are hard to find, though 
tin man irarian pretensions are common, and military actions taken 
on other grounds sometimes have benign consequences, as in sever- 
al cases mentioned, or the defeat of Na?i Germany, to mention rhe 
most spectacular en ample. Fhe one illustration ui geiiuine humani- 
tarian intervention than is regularly offered lS die French interven- 
tion in The Levant Ln 1860. It may seem unlikely that the historical 
record shraild offer such a singular exception to rhe norm, and as 
mighr be expected, the example does Iter sustain inspection, as the 
scholarly literature makes quite evident."* 

The record may well be unblemished, at least by any clear sam- 
ple. The category of genuine humanitarian intervention might, turn 
out to be titerally null, if investigation is unencumbered fcy lrLt * n " 
rioriaL ignorance. hven if genuine cxiiiupks carl te unearthed, the 
e-urtent fascination with the topic, might raise some questions, in 
the light of [last and prcaent historv- 

The topic deserves, a much fuller examination. That course is 
nor easy to underrate, for one reason, because of (he "general tadi 
agreement that 'it wouldn't >V to mention that particular fact," 
includiny The most relevant facts, and the startling refusal of the 
prophets of the New Humanism to offer any aijsuiricnc, even the 
must minimal, In s L i rF K>rr of Their remarkable claims, beyond the 
fact that they are "evidently" true. Several illustrations have been 



I, The Denial 
1 Syndrome 



jj4 s. already reviewed, elm resoir to bombing, whatever its 
jfcA intention mav have been, "jrrenrly accelerated [die] slaqigh- 
f JLr.tr and tfij possess t on" of rhe Albanian K0.5c.yjri, 1 ''the 
jfelLr that was anticipated, notably by the Commander of The 
jfcTO forces, who not only roolf these consciences to be "entire- 
jfcnsdictahk" from the start, but also informed die press that "the 
jfftical leadership" never had "any intent'* to block "Serb ethnic 
pnsing," Slid that the war plans they ordered Urn to prepare were 
tbt designed" 10 have any such effect, "riot in any way." Furring to 
pride this mtercsring testimony en criuiinn] negligence, let us 
fcHKithc methods that have ken employed to present the facts 
Jjtiiriore attractive lijght. 

$Hie simplest method has been to declare that the fa;ti are false, 
gpttTuj the position of tie President as he "responded to critics in 
gtonited: States and turope who say the removal of human-rights 
pttVers from Kosovo Ion March 19] and rhe beginning of the air 
1Mb [on March 2A\ icuched o(i Mr. Milosevic's expulsion of 
Ik-Serhs from Kosovo." "Erhmc cleansing in Kosovo was not a 
g»>se to bombing," Clinton declared, settling the matter- 
gWeding. Clinron described the ethnic cleansing that fol- 
the homhiiiK as "the 10-year method of Mr. Milosevic's mad- 
Pr so that "f le could nor he prevented, therefore, from driving 
#*wranian Kiisovars from their Lind." CltniWs account evident- 
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IV heightens his guilt in having preferred 10 deal with Milosevic in 
1995. sacrificiiii the Komvo Albanians. He states further that % *\\ 
before The bombing, Milosevic's actions within Kosovo had given 
ample notice of his intentions to expel the population, which, if 
true, raises Clinton's culpability to ever greater: heights, consider- 
ing rhe prepararions for this huge refine flow that "could not he 
prevented." A lesser problem arose in his victory speech a few dayi 
later, when he informed the nation that the campaign had 
achieved its £oal of creating the conditions to bring home the 
refugees— a claim that is "somewhat at variance with The her that 
the purge of the Albanians became much mote exieasive after ihc 
bombing hegan oil March 24." when "Mr. Clinton declared That 
NATO's purpose wa.i to avert 'a hurnLuiitsnin disaster - 

At the outset Washington had insisted that it both and 
didn't know duw 3 catastrophe wonlcl ensue, &i March 28 : "when a 
tepOtTer ashed if the bamhiny wis accelerating the. atrocities, 
[President Clintonl replied, 'absolutely not'. 1 " He reiterated thai 
standi in aii April 1 speech at. Walk Naval Air Station: "Had we 
not acted, the Serbian offensive votild have been carried out with 
impunity." Tlw falkmPfday. Pwitafinn sporran Kennerh Banm 
announced that the opposite was true-, "1 don't rhink anyone could 
have foreseen the- breadth ol this r.Tutaliiy\" the "first acknowledge 
ment" by the Adiuinisriiirion that "it wa? not fully prepared lor the 
ensis," The press reported— a crisis that was "entirely predictable." 
the Commanding General had informed the pres,s a week earlier. 
Ytw the Mart, report, from the scene were that, "the 
Administration had been caught off guard" k the Serbian military 
reacti-m," 

A variant is that die inevitability ft the murderous expulsion at 
Albanians is proven by the in e tit. id nu s advance planning, Operation 
F [orseshw; as already discussed, if taken at face value, the argument 
hei«hiens hirther the culpability of the New Humanists. 

Denial of the (elsewhere acknowledged) tat IS and evasion n > 
what is implied by the attempts sit exculpation must be' aceoiripa- 
nied bv burial of the rest of inconvenient current history J el "P in 
The memory hole, in the manner alteady ilksrrr,red. We can then 
perform out dut\% toix.en'.ratinf; *olery on Serb atrocities, assertm^ 
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(faat the bombing wus \ 
^slaughter and dispossess it 
on« "greatly accelerated, 1 " 
ttieWUJSp-MiJfflimflJ in oi 
foe military n 



ty" undersell to prevent the 
he Albanian Koswars thai it at 
lira ted, and joining the ediiors of 
Obviously, the main impetus 
human itan an.""' 
misleading, however- Fur enc 



Reft-rencs: to she Journal editors 
thing, the picture is comniLin. f-or another, it is more instructive to 
j aim to the liberal s L de of die spectrum, for example, ihe New York 
r.'rnnes- To select a cvf-icsl dav, the editor; explain rhac we should 
pot be hobbled by rlw analog of Vietnam, where ir was unclear 
"ihat the national interest was at stake and "the sacrifices" to us 
■: .might have been " n-< dear"L one can imagine no other reason to 
...Object to attacking South Vietnam, then the rest of Indochina, 
I JttiviCig millions dead and tens of millions of rehires and diree 
fcfcouritrU-s devastated. The froni-page ilnnk-pie.ee by Graig Whitney 
tplorci the "irony" that iMtrvenrion in Kwovo j> suppoiTed by 
rah, who opposed the Vietnam war— rhe liberals' war, which 
iy finally came to oppose for the rea.sons explained hy the editors 
e same day, essentially rhe reasons that led elemenrs of the 
a General Stafi to nppflse a two-front wat aftci Sealinyiad, 
1 to still any remaining doubl.1, Judith Miller eites a Senior 
;s L".S>. polie^ to the faet tliat this "'idea' nation 
utiiy derives more froiu « \-dlue-tlriven agen- 
-■-hss long been a^ressive ptoniotet of human tigltTS-" 
evident" truth, w-barever 'lie face: for esample, alvnit the 
e.driv^n agenda" pursued: within the realm of rhe Monroe 
i aggressive promotion of human righrs for a century, 
irtuniries were not tacking and the Cold U r at was more a 
,n a reason; nr even r_l.v;er to home, the fact that AJ had 
ft then opened a campaijrn to address the "persistent and ivide- 
d pattern of human rights- violations in the USA," and diat 
rt Rights Watch had just published a major study under the 
C Human ttjgrtts ViuLiiuns rfe United iwKs. bvery state is an 
asive pcoruoter ol liuuuu ritjlits" else where - : 
| Given rhe force of CWIl's maxim, such meihods are virruallv 
.. Bur it is possible to otter ,nore cogent argu^ 
*ts. Perhaps rhe least implausible would he to claim rhar the 
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ethnic deansiny vaJ already underway and ilial the homfjini- uaj 
an eifort- wKi-:Li failed miserably— «o stop it- We would then hae e 
to conclude that General CUV had forgotten rliesc facts, that the 
UNI ICR data on registered refugees are. wrong, and thai, 
on the «we who consiMrritH and LJteevyWh ri fMru-1 that arioci- 
Ties sharply escalated Llumedinieh' after rhe bombing have been 1a] - 
sifying 'lie record. This heroic effort was undertaken by the Sine 
Department in a in; port issued in May th;it deserves mote attention 

The Executive Summary states that ethnic cleansing in Kosovo 
"dramatically accelerated ill mid-March meaning ten Jays 

before rhe bwnWny, which could therefore he midei^oo.f as a 
response 10 fViis dramatic acceleration. The text, however, tells a 
different S-rory. 1" chronnii \i\ begins "after tli -departure " f rr, e 
OJjCJH's Kosovo Verification MiHlon [KVV1] on March 19" in 
prep araT ion for the bombing, acid over the objections of Serbia, not 
mtlici fined and yet to be reported.' Keepim; CO this time Iraine, the 
chronologv sports that foul April 4 to uikl-Klnv over 300 villages 
were burned and sonic- 500 residential areas at k-ast penally 
humed. Other nrroriiiis are also reported ";iii.-:; L lute March. 1 ' 

"Serbian forces have rnide Pristina. the capital nf Kosovo, a 
ghoat lowri"- after die bombing, as extensively reported from rite 
secne, another tka un mentions! though many padres biter it is 
reported that resident; wen: veiled from I'risrina tWiii April 1 
(elsewhere, from April 4). The fate of Dec was the siimc, but again 
after the borilblE* (omtttui). Other atrocities are reposed '"after 
NATO airstrikeshegan." The report Lite! UNI ICR "estimates that 
over 700.000 Kosovars have fled pComvo| si no.' ihe Macch 1*. 
1«J?9 departure" of tl^ OSCh monitors; in fact, Since March ?7, 
according rn IJTnHCK (Fee p. 16). Many other atrocities arc repon- 
ed, following the N ATO hombiny,. 

While the chronology begins on March 19. it report, "extensive 
mobili priori uf Serbian security force? beyond earlier force deploy- 
ments several days prior to the March 19 withdrawal of the K\'M 
monirors." "followtny the failure .if the 1'afis talks and in aiiticip"' 
riors at NATO air strikes." Thar seen* highly credible, even in tl» 
absence of evidenec. Kurrhermon-. "dLe humatnWtifln siraaoon, 



^ijlichhad imprt.ved wimewhar in Miruan. si gnifi tartly detenoraT- 
ad by mid-March," Again The conclusion ii m-dibli L , particolnrly hy 
virtue of it* COl'isisteney with i>ther reporrs, nnxabLv thai of Marc 
Weller, well-placed as Legal Advisor ro rhe K«c.vs fAlhatnanl 
Delegation at the Rambouilk't Confetc-nce, who writes that alter 
mthdiawal of the KVM. "i.nhn, a few days the number of dis- 
placed had again Tisen to over ^OG.OOC." two-thirds the level of 
tillonibij. in the same year." The: State Department provides data 
anry forkte March, apart from rhe kittuig of One peraon on March 
16 and a March 20 attack on three rravrs "on the preiensn that the 
*\ had atrackect [tiliti' stations there !l .an pxa-rripk of the "ler- 
sni" that the U.S. had condemned sharply a year earlier. On 
rth 20, afrer rh^ monitor! were withdrawn, Serb forces 
inched ^ significant opera Li on against KLA forcei," and on 
:y ''targeted 11 Piistina, I'et, and other cities "tot ethnic 
raing," then carried nur, after the fcomhii^. 
if' Assuming every word in The report to be accurate, we conclude 
It Milosevic a (once again* revealed to lie a major war criminal. 

nes of Clinton, Blair, and rheir associates are aynin 
niy exposed. 

I^e second ma|Oc ddCunientary source on the period is tin.- 
t of Milosevic and his associates hy the I nrer national 
ti war crimes in Yugoslavia in the Hague. 1 ' The charges 
tnurely warranted, in fact long overdue, And they ire far too nar- 
': limited to 1999 m Kosovo. According to eourt officials, 
lATO "opened the way For what amounted tf a teinarkably fast 
it by Riving [prosecutor Louise] Arhour access to incelli- 
e and other Information long denied f« her hy Western gw- 



." More accurately, 
ir with such "intelligence and i 
the accompanying- srory [daces, 
i*th« British Govemmenr provide 
p-in fbrmtilaliny the indicTments. 11 
e U.SVU.K. initi. 
ie political resistance in Wet 
e timing u'ss diplomatically d<. 
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when informed a few days ago alwui the indictment 1 ' that it haj 
expedited with such vKDt Mi, Arbour also assured [he world ui ar 
the court is an entirely independent actor, in no way influenced by 
what ijovtmmcnts say and .Ho, surely not by the United S[ J[f . 5 
which hoik expedited the indictment and suiLultaneouily 
"expressed serious concerns" that the enmr proceeded with it The 
day before, "American offieiah insisted., .that the United States 
had not pressured [rhe court] to delay or hasten rhe indictment of 
Mr, Milosevic,' 1 whom rhe Tribunal has been, "investigating fhr 
years" (but without rbe crucial intelligence and other information 
suddenly provided hy the U.S./U.K.)." The indictmenr "Vended 
[he Yeiaeislav government as a criminal regime, an e utra ordinal y 
development," Britibh officials expressed rheir government's hope 
thar "'the Lndie.lni.ent might he helpful in stiffening [the] spine" of 
the Clinton Administration, while describing the diplomatic track 
being pursued hy Soviet envoy Victor Chernomyrdin as "an utiat-. 

How these various these; are to be rs :•.*•.•!.. led is less. rl>an clear, 
but Id us ignore the problems and accept that the U.S. both 
opposed and favored the rapid indicTMcnt, and that the tnuri has 
e"xhiibic«d it:. independence hy its ''remarkably last" reaction to 
Linprecedenlcd U.S./U.K, actions In accelerate the indictment rhar. 
rhe Clinton Administration opposed, rhe indiCLinciH thai 
Washington hoped would not be issued when it provided informa- 
tion and intelligence previously WLthheld, 

British Foreign Secretary Robin Coot reacted hy reiterating a 
leading thesis of the New Humanism. "There can he nn deal, no 
amnesty for ivur crimes,™ he said, perhaps with his NATO partners 
Turkey and the U.b'. in mind, or perhaps even London, No fear of 
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0 ilit indictment, we rind thar if is. "based exclusively 




ommiue.d since the hegir 
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str.ks com 
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ir systematic campaign and have forcibly excelled hundreds of 
-usands of Kosovo Albanians."' Thv e\ceptions ate rhe Racak 
acre Of January 15, 1999, and declaration of imminent 
■1 d" war" on March 23 ab NATO made final preparations tor 
■ bombing the next d-?v (inert is also a nonspecific reference, to 
re March"). 

shott, the indictment follows the same course ns the Stare 
report just reviewed, seeking U> foster the interpret 
of the NATO bombing as a response to crimes beginning 
rhtet months earlier, while offering evident of crimes rbat 
^ the bombing. 

CMber arguments oflered for the bombing are no more cogent, 
:omplerely irrational, referring to ei-enrs thar occurred d/lfi 
cision to bomb." The primary uryumenr in rhis caregorv is 
■ NATO hiid to bomb ro present the- ethnic cleansing that was 
result" of its bombing, as anticipated; a small sample has 
given, A common accompaniment is. that the refiigees 
"oily expelled (aft it the bombing) are codling on NATO to 
tortuterb, a ;;:rai surprise, Aparr ftom the transparent 
."-ionslirv. little hM been heard calling for the hoinbin.tr of 
i, Tel Aviv, Washington, and other capitals,, on iimiLji 
has rhe press acclaimed the bombing of U.S. embassies 
■ World Trade Center, f-cLLl pursuing the same logic. 
(A leading intellectual journal presented Vaclav Havel for "a res- 
" ■explanation" of why the NATO bombing must be supported. 
Havel, the war in Yugoslavia is a. landmark in international 
i: the fitbt time that the humsn rights of a people — the 
"0 Albanians — have unequivocally tnme first-"" 
"vel opened hy stressing the rri"e^ir .significance and Import of 
,Knsovo inrerveiuLCift- li shown that we may at last be entering; 
,«a of true en tight en mem thai will wirnes; -rhe end of the 
."ti-state,' : which will no longer bv "the culmination of every 
il community's hisrorr and its highest earthly value," as in 
Jt. The "enlightened eftbtts of generations of democrats,, the 
e experience of tw^o world wars,. ..and die evolution of civi- 
s finally brought humanity IC the ifLOnnititm that 
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human beiniji jrt more imporcani than the state, wj the Kosovo. 

Havel rhen presenU hi! "reasoned c\.pLanarion M of why \\ K 
LuLetveiirion is just, li reads as follows: 

there is one thing iliac tio teasonablc r™>iL tm deny: etui t, proba- 
bly the fLis r war thm lias no: teen wag^l in tlic name of "national 
ml ere. is. 1 ' but rarb.ir in ilie name of priniHrdes and values.., 
ftsATO] infifihcnf! out of anitera for che t'atc -jf (irhci*. 1: i> iy.iinq 
because nn -J.-ut-i-i pejscEn ran stand by and wateh .y^-LmTijnic 
scar* -directed murder oi urhcr poLfilu... The 1 alliance tm» :^:fcl oui 
ntiespecT for bim in rights, at both. mw-iEnci- ami Lenal I imenn 
delate. This is an impiinjjn ptecedent rW flic fmufc-. It Lias teen 
dr.irly said ctiac it is simply i.i;i per m Lsf ibk t« muds/ pecL-le. n. 
JrLvt rHtni Lroni cb-eir hoirm!% Ili locum chcra, i'nJ Icj uoiili-nHh: 
cheli property, 

chough attention to the tesl world required a tuialificarion: wlien 
Waibitlgton so commands. It rernai™ pennissihle, indeed obligate 
ry, not only la tolctate fuch actions tut to contribute massivdy to 
rliem, ensuring thai, they reach stilL "rearer peaks of fury — within 
NATO, for example— and of course to conduct them on out's ou-'ll, 
when thiit is necessary. And it remains nertnissihle »f not obllgar^ry 
tin maintain a respectful silence or matters that "it wouldn't do to 
mention." The effects in the Balkans ate also passed over without 
comment, a wise decision. 

Havel had revealed the ethical standards that ground hii 
insights and moral lesson; ren years earlier, immediately after hi> 
fellow dissidents were bmralrv murdered in El Salvador, arid the 
U.S. had invaded Panama, killing and destroying. To celebrate 
these grand event;;. Havel flew 10 Washington 10 address a joint 
session c'i Congress where hi? received a thunderous standing ova- 
tion for lauding the "defender of freedom" rhar had armed frvd 
trained the murderers of ihe Jesuit intellectuals and tens of thou- 
sands of others, praising, it for Wing "understood rhe responsibility 
thai flowed" from pju/er and sirginjj it to continue to put '■mocalny 
alwsd tnt polities" as it was doiny su sprtratularly in it: iraJiiionsl 
domains, and nol there alone. The backbone of our action; niLisr be 
"responsibiLilv," he declared: Ll responsibility to som<.-chiny Higher 



his country is "a prime 
:i rhar large ind 
s, along with a h\m1 



my family, my country, my com puny, nn success" resnonsi- 
ty 10 suffering people South of the hordtr, in Southeast, and 
• Asi3 and Africa, and many tjthL'rs like them who e<iuld orfi_ L r 
>f die "di/.fecider oi irrerluin." 
rhat Survived, that is, unhk* the "voice for rhe voi^ek^" 
c^C by the same rierendpr of freedom ic. npen ihe decade of 
terror rhar ! lavel found so irspinng. Jind the s:>: leading dii- 
wllO*e voices had heen silenced a few weeks, before 1 lavel 
e ro Washington to lnud thi "defender of heedom," ' 
'.Theperfotmantc was wcltonmd >vith rapture by literal intdkt- 
night iriia^iriL' the reaelion Iiad the sitLLalio?! bi L en 
— ed. Havel'i soariiiK thetoric ftoi-kied "sLirLiiins i.-iden:*' 1 
" of "the Ruraiiean intellectual 
1 spoke "compellmgly of the 
nail powers owe each oth-er," teach-- 
tic iijic" CS ,7 us(iir(iTfm fuse, Anthony 
rs)." Thu respmsibilitiL's have since 
ftjifilied in ways that providi L more "atuniiiiig evidence" ai (Jit 
;£c" in ivlibdr \w liave been Irving rat ihe past di^ade, 
i^: mote lofty lieiglii* wliLi die new ol" enlighten- 
iwllisuLon reached in the BaLbans. 

'reasoned arrjumen:"' for Kimbin^ was again greeted wirli 
m, though nor quire wirh rhe fervor of rhe reacrion ro his ode 
e responsible for blowing our the bniins of dissident Lnt.ellec- 
k, among other exploits, At the outer limits of disiidtnee, 
".".tony Lewis was ayairL movi L d and persuaded bv rhe argument 
- H ave [ l la J "aoque-ntly stated," diiu^W* ill rtiidui.1 

ahoui the nobility o( Wasliingtori's cause and die "landis'i^rk 
"ESmrffioi.ia; telaLiuos'' iliac Li signals. ' Others too were over- 
_ by the [xn»t* ol" die Kssorin?- 
We may put aside until later the arp;iimer!T (offered by 1 lavel and 
"d by Lew-is and others) that the nobility of the c;iust is 
by the fact that NATO has no "wm tonal designs" on the 
^uniL'n: that pcvculs truly 
-LriE evidence" of iailure to eoinprthciiJ tlitr reasons for mill- 
ititerventiun, p^si anJ p-reseiic. 
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Other mural leaders also enlisted m the cause, amony them. 
"*ie;el. u'hr. »-ai StOl 10 visit refugee CLtmps in Macedonia 

rrient that they say underpins NATO's bombing I'.aniL'yign.' 1 ^ 
spokesperson for the U.S. Embassy explained thar "Yon n( L -J a r*t- 
son like Wiesel to keep vour moral philosophy on rraefc." Kosovt, fe 
a "moral «.*r," Wksel at'iimied; "When L-vLl shows its free, y olL 
don'r wair, vou doiu lei it sain strength, Yon must intervene,™ - 

Somenmes, ar least. Wiesel has mnainnl faithful to his guiding 
principle ihar s-ilence is ohligM(n l v ill the t~3« ijf-OtigCiiiig atrocities, 
however enormous, if they are earned our by an approved suei-it, 
On this matin, he has been forthright. Thus hp informed tht 
Israeli press thai he had been given documentation ifrorn the 
fctaelL Urtisl by a lelk/w Nobel Laureate on Israel's critical ru-te in 
implement Liij; horreiideius airodiies in GuLttL-mala, as a U.S. vwxy 
at a time when direct U.S. aipRtment was liuropoal by ampa- 
sitmal oversight and public trillion- The de<uuieLitation was 
accompanied by a surges r ion rhar he iril^ht use bis prestige ^r,j 
contacts to keep- "evil from gaining .strength' 1 to a level that inany 
regard its gen uridyl. As ted about ihe matter in an interview m 
Israel, Wiesel "siyhed," the journalist reported, saying rhar "1 usual- 
ly answer at onee, but what can I answer to him?" Not thar the 
Llocumeirtatioii is flawed, because he recognised thai it war not, but 
Nsauwi even private carunumivuiu*! e-xeceus the limits 01 suburdl- 
mrion To stare power ;md vLoktl« R. which "The Prophet ft™ 
New York" is commit red. 

M's d^irnr,,-.,-, rr. sikrv* trends CO the f*M & ~*U- Thus 
he resigned as chair of a (non- E overnTiienral) 1982 Tel Aviv confer- 
ence .in genocide at the request of the government", which did nor. 
want to anyer its Turkish ally by inclusion trf rhe Arme man ge.nu- 
tidc- in the historical surv-ev. The well-known Holocaust historian 
Yehuda Bauer later informed the press that be bad withdrawn from 
the conierenee — "a very serious emir" he bad came rn believe — 
under pressure from the Israeli F<jrei;rn Office and after receiving a 
telephone caLl frota Elk Wtcsel trc-tn New York urging rue not to 
participate.."- 1 

It is in., risr i.n:.;l.'K iheti, thai as the war began, 
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rhe Mure irv.-ii c .l ; , small di.tchc/^.-sr.' n.,,.,^ L-Lie W^cl. 

the Hoka t rav.v,. :- n d N.iluil Tike recipleiu. in ;in EaM Tloom 

djitiisiion nr. millennial issues. There, ulier; Thccifr.ire Riinscvcii'i 
^diilJrtnoncc ronijicd indiA'r., tin their punKi, the Clintons listened 
' cu the Boston Uisivcisiiv j.-h,dat dthvvr an M ms talk:d "Tlic 

peril, .-if In dltter^Ti (■.(■■' arid iiii:nlead a L-onve^iim aK:m rhc ne.xus 
'berwecf. mora Lily jnd piiiti,-^'" 

in Guatemala, Lebanon, and the occupied iertifrtne Sl indeed 
everywhere thar the moral cruiiiYii mentioned earlier high- 
the peribofindifiVrcnce. One may surtniK that these *ere 
the focus nr discussion, and rfw it remaLlied within the hounds 
an that is practiced w,tli j-reas skill hy appmvej ttiuralist^, as 
reaJily be d-erer mined. 
Theodore Roos^vctt is introduced b^csuie "Ciiiuun h^s 
-imed the mural powrhe adltured'- it. hi.s eminent prsdeccsst-r. 
hy Wiesel's wise and principled counsel, Praise of Clinton 
-nlj- adduces the TR model, tor example, the ins pi rational 
of Secretary of Defense William Cohen, introduce die 
■ident at Norfolk Naval Air Srarion tor his lirst major address a 
after die hombitig he^n. Cohen opened bv quoting Theodcire 
-velr, ipe-akirig " A t the dawn <if dir.- tentury, as America was 
cning huo its. new place in the world." In TtVs own words: 
. ::: ytju're willing to ftyhr for mt-at ideals, those ideals, mil van^ 
* And "today, at the dawn of die nexr century, we're joined hy 
it Dill Clinton- who understands as well 3i his admired 
I rhar "standin- on the sidelines.. . iH fl wUhck to the unspeak- 
■horror thar was iiho.it 10 take plate |in Kmivol, dtat would m 
affect the- peace and stabilirv of NATO count™; was simr.lv 
table."-' ' 
has ru wonder whnt must pass ihrmigh the mind of same^ 
dnvoking this famous racist fanack and raeinu jingoist as a 
of "moral tmi-er" and "Aaictican eaLues." even recall in y the 
thar ilLiistrated his theri^td "great ideals" as he i* Su cJ the 
- declaration quoted: the slaughter of hundreds of thousands 
'Pittas who had sought Liberation from Spain, shortly alter 
It's own contnhiition to uti^triting Cubans from achieving 
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Another eommon artrunietvt is llifil: while w "'should he pushing 
intelliventh for «m> on hn» mjhts <*«rtra*n fc> 
souulii- Ml« al num.. n»U« **«P 1 ^" » *«*«•»«»« 
must reaet with extreme eiolenr.e in Kosovo lineiurslltulh. 

"makinst thmp ™"." % « h-lt " b ™ e " FJI ™ P '- 1 

borope essentially ucoiipie.l fot fkfn" yeuts hf ot't unilateral 
somite ors.anliariotr, N ATO- Kosovo is hsTpeniiie. > L ' 10 s f> ea *- nr. 
our Mtth} - virhutevet nierir tin; allien, has, it holds J Initio,, 
for ancHct that sr. .uhM SATO mtf. «i ««*• 
jurisdiction of the European iJouneiL and the turupean Cuun ul 
Human Rights seliioh, -is noted eontinues r.o issue judeurtnrs 
> iret ill - . InrLibla far wrM. n*"«-*c rat*"* 
parts, not the -deferidet of freedom" rhur lead) the enlightened 
it,..'., cwJoan* I'* »troeities at fonu-Jitrsineo in the a. U.S.- 
suppurred etLPie eleansinu and barbarity in Turkey is inOSt ,-ietimte- 
lv "on our search " and shot.ld be a ptmie concerts, fur mote * than 
atrocities in a re B ion rhur is nut part of" NATO at all, fo, tin ele- 
mental,- nolo mentioned gdo our responsibility, ad the (»- 
iost>-.nriiiie east- of rruitSSring ot leraiuiatinu the atrocities. 

Another mrmfl at exculpation it trie ubierTutinn that 
Milrai-.it was not caapdle* «. twfoml m *t ^ ATO *>»>*»* 
u.-uh massive atrocities. That is entirely tloe. By rhe sun.e lo B tt. we 
tar no responsibility » « M •» » "Wetted murderer, 
and then heat th.-m to a. pulp, llir.iitenmt, ■« pt s lit. «« 
to oarry out the murders that see anlis-irMite- After all, tliey could 
have lespnande J hy thank intr us for out kindness. 

Ferhups there arc orher ur E time.itS, hut if so, 1 have been unai* 
to find them in the torrent of widi dm acc.ompSr.ied the *cm 
,0 bomb. Perhaps the even,, testily at. "a landmark » 
relations." It IS unusual lot the ,t»n to violence lo be sapponeO 
with argumentation so feeble- 

Or.en.4hr ^e^rc that udv-^atrt dm escalar,^ ot *»■ 
ries m Kos->* r^r.pnw.d at sjTW l>-^-l that cr.t.itLi.ctin^ a J 

n 1 > [ 

i w J iiniktu b a r„d and j^i,., a pl™"^ 

have «en in my lifeline ,in,L- .lie hysrenL. *hifrcd - V ^ 



"the Japs" JuTing Wiirld War II, vf=i'fiii L i who rnu.^r bt- urushe.i — 
.jtfjike tKf Geniiiina, fellnw Jiumans who", lud ^riiyecT. 
' , Teem (he. oiusci, Washir\e[yn undenrocid rhat ■'rhe demojrii:;]. 
□(Milmevic. is n^L'ssan,' tin riijintairi thir 3 n attjcks." ;l Jn uun- 
— icy with rhk stand, strikes a^aiii!-: tivLlinn LiiTtrttir u-ere inu-i- 
; "Raids on Serb Elire'= ProtiCTty,^ Fni ejiattiplc, the arrack 
■(. destrL>yi.-d tlie 7.ai:ata autiimrih-ile pJanl. u/hi'ifj ijj.irt.tiir wsj s 
"ilosevit assijtiace -rhe Minister ot PrivatEatirai. wlio. *-e leatn 
e foreifin busines,, press, was an "eiMtcprcneur widi no jiiirn" 
'iation [whe] wjj ccniTted by western govemirajms a<, ? L-aJing 



virhin lIil- o: 



:rhiai 



mi bh 



itic diliilct Lircuit.' 1 "The ideu," n se 
aid, "is ro instill i"eir In chose whose economic sTundiri^ 
Mr, Mil. me* k The planrs Jtstr .yed alw liippened rn 
JivclilS™Mi fi>r tlioiiiiaTids of w-orkiny penple, in the can 
Zasiava plant., workers wtwv had earned out a inajur strike 
nti-ieBiinc undertones. Beet th.it was indu.cne.il. a; is the 
ewasdepitced as NATO vs. the demon Milosevic" 
NATO borubing shifted more expliijicly to attaekinj; the 
society directly, it became uttesiiaTy to muJify the ffO-pa- 
rairawnrfc, deLtioni;in E the pc-uple of Serbia, nor merely 
leader. Recngniiirifi (hat '"depriving Serbia of cketriat?.;, and 
lg its water supplies, -communication, and civilian crans- 
part of the pr<^granI, , ' :, Liberal fcHuliiliibt William TfarV coti- 
iat ir is a [iiistaVe to describe NATO's war as "being ifi ton- 
ly with Serbia'^ leaders " Miloatvic and his eronie.. "Serbia's 
have keen eltLtcd by the Serbian people,™ WaffTiow point- 
and. however imperfect tbe eltctiims. "few s-iu-gest thai rile 
wsult failed to express rhe will of the Serbian electorate." 
therefore not misuser. be Mflrjacvtc as a dictatur; he is a 
ve of rhe Serbian r*r>pk, who rnust therefore "not 
: uf the .suffenni; he has iiiilititd or cheLr neigh- 
{presumably rcfemng co Kos-ovo. Washington^ deal with rhe 
at Dayton tin vi rig called fbr na iuth -ittionK They n>c: 
be demc.ma.-d, not just their eLeered leader, if rh<- aiuck 
nriery is t., be poKraycd us an es.er-eise of the New 
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Pfaff did not spell out the tactie: be recommended, ku in tV 
past lie lias indicated whst ho may haw had in mind- MirvL-ying 
..he wreckage of Vietnam, he eoududed that rhe United States fud 
followed "a reasonable srmtcny," hut it was 'the strategy of dins* 
who are rich, who love lift, and fear hosts'." "We want life. hnb pi . 

wt alrh, power/' hut we failed 10 comprehend "tin; strategy of 
die weak," who "deal in absolutes, among them that man inevitably 
suffers and dies." Like lite Itself, the "happiness, wealth, power 11 that 
we value ate "a dimension of our experience beyond that of the 
\siati poor," who "itoicslty accept the destruction of wealrh an j 
the low of lives," inviting us to earn.' our "strategic logic to its cun- 
elu-ikm, which is genocide." Blu we balk, unwilling to "destroy t. UI . 
selves,., by contradict! n£ our o w n. Value system. " :T 

The message seems cleat: destruction and tlBSfflcrc at* "reason, 
ahk-" as long ch«T do nor reach the level of literal genocide, 
which would be unacceptable, because »f would be "destroying 
ourselves" if we went iLwr far. Presumably (lie same moral values 
hold for the New Humanism. Half did. not provide the sources fui 
his ir.=it>hts iiiTri the mentality of the Asian poor, but whatever 
thev watt they are ro doulu still available 10 «rw cuncM 




id 



Ash) J " The common corn pansoi) opens the doors beyond the pt« 
OM War period w which we are restricted when evaliwtim! * 
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tinman ism, and should therefore entitle 
to rank Washington's "forced deporrsUOLi; 
.Induchina, foreioj 
a half were driver 
"70s. Or the estimated ten 
t "forced dep or [a! ions 1 ' 
-J sweeps a 



.1 ask who 



.fie, Say in Cambodia, w 
0 I'luic-ni Penh a J one in the early 
lliori South Vietnamese who uiidci- 
nde: intensive bombardmeiiL and 
ifrer John h. Kennedy escalated the war in South 
arge-scale state terror to outright aggression in 
l-c2* And nrher examples near and tar. If Milosevic's actions 
"wholly coLup arable" to Hiiler's and Stalin's, dieti we must have 
mistaken in ranking rheie monsters so high in the scale of 
nality of this terrible eentury — an extraordinary concluMon 
clearly follows from the doctrine set forth with regard to 
though it would be insrnicnv* to *ee it drawn explicitly, 
in the need for collective demolition iu justify rhe stuck 
civilian society, it was predictable ihat Daniel Onldliagen 
be called upnn to support the thesis tllat out -quarrel i.s with 
bs themselves, nor just their leader, It is "Milosevic's billing 
ioiiers" whose deep-.seattd cultural diseases must he cured. 
lents of the thesis emphasised "especially, the silence of 
"tuals on the matter of war crimes' 1 (Stacy Sullivan)'." Thar 
is particularly shocking to Western intellectuals, whuse 
world, 1 ' we arc to understand, takes tor panted rhe moral 
■ility of de-voting itself to the crimes for which They share 
ibility f and accordingly could easily bring to an end — the 
is mentioned, earlier, with rhe crucial corollary, 
"wouldn't do co mention" the practice of the "normal 
concerning crimes of war and crimes against humanity that 
-eahle to Waahingmn, Louden, and other ceritets- of enlight- 
t Illustrations can he found at Sullivan's home institution 
"s Kennedy St hoi J ), the journal for which ■ihe was a corre- 
t {i\e it arid the oiie nl which she writes, among 
others— in fa« ; tliruuyhour the ratine ot respecrahle iLlstitu- 
The journal in which the arricle- appears, for eKample, id not 
r with "s ilei-LCe" al^out terrible crimes, but strongly advocates 
.1 states. Thus the editors gave "Reagan, 
good marks" for [heir contributions to slate terror as it 
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twsked in £1 SiiLviiLic.iT in 1^1, and surveying the carn^ ih lee 
years later advised ihar we m.isi send military Aid TO "l-ALuv style 
fascists,-, regardless hew many htjj murdered," because "there an, 
higher American priorities than Salvador an human rights."^ The 

Lift; that e'Jrensive reports in rile U.S. and Israeli press- and TV ^ 
"simply nor rnie."'- have been too ludicrous to merit comment. 

The next Logical Step in the process was the call to 'tlea^ 
Serbia," duly issued, in a lead article tit the Nm> ajrit Times "Week 
in Review 1 by Main* Marin, under the tadlne "What u Would 
Tabt to Cleanse -Serbia. The ^al oi the "cleansing -1 would be 10 
"stamp out rhe disease" and "ctjiJicaK exrrcrne Serb nationalism" 
prilerstly by outright military occupation a.s after World War il. 
Particularly obnoxious is "ihe surreal sense of viciirriuuod m 
!ierhia, n ''nothing new" ill fhar diseased culture, Harden observes, 
lie quotes Goldha^n. who- concludes that "Serbia's deeds are, in 
their essenee, different from those uf Nazi GetCiiariy onry in scale," 
again upciuu£ The Highly improper ciuesiitirk ai ro where U.S. 

un the matter of war entires" of their favored states. Like Pfatf, 
Harden reminds us that Milosevic is "an elected leader," with "sodl- 
ing popularity in the wake Ot NATO bombine;" (a phenomenon 
unknown in the WeST, we are apparently to assume; during the 
bombing uf London, for example). : lens e it is the Serbs as a people 
thui rmiit he "cleansed." The call had already been sounded ele- 
gantly by rhe leading Times intellectual, Thomas Friedman; 

Like ii 'it hoi, we are at war with the Serhi.au nation (the Scrrr. ter- 
Tably think «!, and the stakes h^ fi he v C r, clear, Ever.' «eek 
von ravage Knmvn ls anuiher decade »c -all yoi.r a»m buck 
by pulverizing you. Hon warn 1350; Wr can de 19Sl!. Ytm wurir 
U59"sVe can do 1339 

The call to "cleanse" Serhia is particularly appropriate in die 
United States, a counrry (hat is founded on the principle ol ethiirt 
cltiiiisins, and that is unuiunL if uoc ullUHie in that, it has always 
Celesta fed rhe success of the founders in carrying out "the task of 
felling rrees and Indians and of rounding out their natural brwd- 
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it thin has by nci mejin-i receded into forgot- 
hi&tory. If the Luftwaffe were ro name its atrae-S: helicopters 
"' and "Gypfy,™ or if die champion college football re.uiii in 
e called "rhe Munich Kikes," there might be stirrings 



..arch assiduously fur a false 
if intellectuals^ concerning 
lightened stales." 
lightened, it suffices to ask 
me finds wandetiny around 
perhaps 10 million of them 
Lira red Lll 



disapproval. But one ii r ill have to ; 
that itiitihl disturb the "silence : 
very prddicc in the lender of rhe e 
.To appretiale Liie culture of the er 

v piany Apaches. Coiuancjhes, ... 
7 - counrry that was onou liieir home, 
"ethnic cleansing" uperati 
grisly munner, or how inailv .\i.:K . ::. of Tomahawks i 
may also remind ounelves rha-T The ltiastot uf the college finor- 
champicins is the- yany of "runaway ili^Kers and lawless 
'' who Itsd Il> be exterminated-- -in self-defense, according 
.the gemlertveri honored as heroes (john Quil'iCy AJaina, 
s-Jefferson, etc.), who, inci den rally, u^ed rhe op-porruniiw to 
Florida from Spain m<L le> esliblLsh the doctrine of Ftxecutiee 
tion Lif the Corksr.itu.iicm, instituting a convention 
tstablished by "cusram and p-raetiee," The "surreal sense of 
rimhood" ihsl calls, (oi "clesnsing" oi Serbia (Harden) is a core 
i ol tike national culi.ure Lif rhe enlightened who art to 
uf the cltJinaiilg upcmtion, a reflex perhaps ol three oen- 
sof highly succewful violence.^ 
■The picture is even uglier, if that tan be imagined. The "new 
"tiun" Comanche helicotuers, like the Black I Jawks that hsi'e 
emplijyed so effectively iii e clink -eleta is in^ operations wirhin 
c 1990s, are m an nt? crated at the Sikorsky plant in 
tford, Connecticut. Sikorsky was llicfdiclg lo sell Cesnianches ro 
even kfore they were ordered by the U.S. Amiy. Thar Too 
appropriate. Stratford is the sire ftf th* fits' inajot slaughter 
o cleanse the Nonheasr region, rbe Pernor tviassa-cre of 
?, still ce|^5ii'S!^:J ,u children's texThooks ss recenrly as thiny 
" ar^o, Tbere the I'uritans followed. God's L-omrriancI, ill dick 
rriMLliphant and sell congratulatory rendition, by "smiring" the 
;s. and driving them lfom lIk iTomised Land with a pre- 
paid whde most of rhe -men were away, slaughtering women. 
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children, and old men in Rbhhcal style so that the remnants tied Ln 
rem.}!' and ''the ran* of the rcquots {as Lit' Amalech) i- Mot re J Mt 
frran under heaven, there heme nun one that is, or (at least) date 
call himself a l\\[uOL," I he CMKlutrLng herre= proclaimed. Thar i s 
also the announced inrenr -nf the ethnic c leans iny operariuns m 
Turkey that are. tn be expedited with the latest -Lukcisky killing 
machine: dispatched n 1 '™ the home of enlightenment. " 

The Founding Father- knew" exjt.ll> 1 wliai ihey were doing. The 
first Secretary of War .viotc tlutt lilt HilgLisli col.ini.iM were tarrying 
one "the utter extirpation til alt the Indian? in most populous psjtj 
of the L'niun" k\ Itiesns "more de>rnir_rive to the Indian stives 
dian liic conduct of the conquerors of Mexico and Peru.' Well after 
■[.'■otic I tiding ins own great contribution l-i the project. Jolm Quincy 
Ajarm became nn outspoken critic of both slavery and "the urtu 
extirpation of all the Indians"' — polities rhar he desmhed as 
"among the heinous srni of ch LS nation, fnr which I believe Gcd 
will one day bring |it] to jiidgemenr," perhaps judging the contem- 
porary mode of celetrarion of the sins as well, Adams helped thai 
his Wait J Stand iniffhr somehow aid "rhat hapless race ol native 
Americans, which we are extemnnatiny with such merciless and 
perfidious cruelty. 11 - 

Thrraijhour, rhe ethnic cleansing operations were conducted 
with rhe highest moral values, A cUs«lc aVcnprinn wn= given by 
Alexis de Totuuevilk, who watched rhe U S- Arnvy driving Indians 
from their homes "ill the middle of winter" in a ""solemn spectacle" 
of murder ntsd ufgfadariori, "rhe Triumphal march of civiliiMLOn 
acrosn the Jeseri." He was parricularlv struck that the conquer n-rs 
could deprive people of their tights and exterminate the m "with 
uilguUf feUiiTV, rranquillv, legally, philanthropic ally, without shcd r 
ding hk>od. and without violating, a single ^reat principle tit inorjii' 
ty ill the eyes of the world, 1 ' It was impossible 10 dttrrny people 
u.'Lrh 'more respect fnr the laws (if humanity," he wrore. 

When the Task of cleansing the comment was completed, the 
ennnuerors proceeded on the same course 1m the Philippines. 
"in the name ot humanity" and "in fulfillment of hiyh public and 
moral utilisations," The cleansing operations continue until th e 
present, on a jsritld scale, ™eriiwi by direet U.S. violence ^ lP 
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Poudieas-t Asia, sometimes thronel) proxies us in Central Amenta 
jpBieriincs Un [jcneral reasems of state as in NATO during the 
^Jinton year?, htiT always wall hill "respect for the laws ni hnrnani- 
and leavinji a record thsr lias no hkmish, apart fr^r^ ^ec'Lii-nql 
^buk^'with cik Imtenr, n, ,utb hi* , nnu- h th i„[ 
b tu move direetlv tr. :i urounj >var in ko-^vi 

No lufiLl V s. official ha^ expressed [lie slighresi regret |. T the 
kflemanl *sr, except that in harmed Amrr<i'juu. U'e owe ni debt t- 
Le Vietnamese, human tiK hts pn-sidenr fimmv C^tcr nh^rved, 
fed have no responsihliry ru Fender them any assistance hecqu^c 
pK destmction was munis! ' Mo well-bred Americqn frotcred or 
|^n thoujit the MdtLmet r ,,-n,t, HUt , rWi l , men, - «meM 
fcr sraj, ir r. wndr-t. J n r e «, rth^ do i^iu P,,^ mit.natii 
ipusty Uliuniu.-d rhe Vietnamese that we threaren nn "rf rributim" 
lEthc trillK-s they committed afjaiiisi uk. hnr onlv =eel- h-mesr 
bawers to the ■iingle mural issue Thar remain* unresolved in 
Wodiina: the remains ut American pilots shot down in «clf- 
|fcnse, yet aiiftfier illubtnirion of the "mrreal seiw of vieritn- 
pirrTriaTLallsleir cle-siiimg ot o^rlnu." 

faTo be precise, tradinonal U.S. pnlicy is nut "erhnie tlewinu " 
fay vietims will dc-. not only rhose identdied by race, religion 
PfX. cir other characterises. The oommimient is rc ecumenical 
ptsm B . kl tact, it is official p,>iiev. ei v .-n the name "cixinrerin'.ir 

Phe cnEiglumed states are i^U ^lalified, hy uiliure and bv his- 
fcto renin, to their traditional task ot "cleansing" the unworthy. 
Wpct it is their qualifications toe this task diat offer the m^r p..,.- 
P| mode uf denial and evasion. AdmirattOn jor leid.T- and iheir 
He Works has been a itaple of intelleotial di^r.„ r .c fmm the 
grfrhe ibtteters ar rhe eonrr in the earliest recorded hisr,-*,, 
ptuUrly arter the siicce^siul use ot force. wtjK'h -"nmmonly elirits 
gaj ptaise ior the leader -vho is "occupy.,^ rKe m^ral hicli 

tor rhe peculiar qua I ih cations ol the enlLfihrened become 
^^™ar'l urgent ..hen it i, dLlli>.u!t to eonnirr up argument 1 , to 
»T theiT eveK-Lse oi force, !r is preciseh then that <me should 
'° about rhe uiural imperative" that piide-. the eoi'd 
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worts of " L S society that purs individual ffeedoro nrsr, nourishes a 
humanitarian idcali. arid depends on the cull i van on ;ii certain nec- 
essary virruts.'* indeed "the exercise nut just of the neeossary virtues 
but Ot the noble virtues too.™ A society SO eyalted (.■suincrt "tolerat* 
massive outbreaks of savagery und. suffering thai are within uur 
power to tis.lt <jr fit. least substantially diminish." are impelled hy 
our very nobility kj uphold "the standards our politics reaches limq 
regard, as universal, K.OS0V-O 13 such an occasion. 

Thai Kosovo is such an occasion has beeii eloquently rT[1 _ 
claimed hy Havel, Wiesel, and C-rher mora! guides, salurmg the 
leaders of the center of world: power. De> these proc Lin lati oris, fall 
within the tradition of the llarterers of the court tor millennia! Oi 
are they really jUinfieJ in this case-, the conjunction 01 praise and 
power beinti mere coincidence.' The question is readily answered. ][ 
suffices to explore the record of tails for upholding our nohlp and 
universal standards in ways that might he haniilul to the perceived 
interests of the powerful to wliolli we offer allegiance, an inquiry 

The comparison of riiir noble selves to the miserable others con- 
tributes greatly to the task of demonstrating the virtue of whatever 
today's cause u&f he. After all. we live 111 a "nonnaL world" that i* 
constantly astonished hy "die. human capacity for evil." foreign to 
our -custom and practice-" 'Wc want life, happiness, wealth, 
power," and cannot comprehend llie mentality oi the creatures who 
"stoically accept the destruction of wealth and the loss ot' lives," 
inviting ciS 10- commit genocide, though we st<jp just short, unwill- 
ing to "destroy ourselves. 1 ' 

Similar ihouyhls have sometimes led to skepticism about under- 
taking the uohle cause. Henry Kissinger, for. example, believed on 
such grounds that intervention ^'dild be not only a mistake (open- 
ended, quagmire, etc.), but even futile-: "Through the centuries, 
these conflicts- (in the Ba!kans| have been fought with unparalkH 
fe.nx.irv hecause rone of the copulation? lias any experience wirli-- 
and essencudlv no belief in-Westem concept* ol toleration." At 
last we understand why not just Americans, but Europeans ccnewL' 
ly, have treated each Other with such gentle sulioirude "through 1^ 
centuries," and have tried so hard "through die centuries" to bring 



The Dem.-u 



tht.it message of 11011 violence, tf lerarn a zod loving kind- 
la. his academic essays, kl mm/a had probed mote Jeep-lv into 
difference between Us and Them, identifying "the deepest 
of the contemporary international order' as "the difference 
losophical perspective" that separates the West, which "is 
y committee! to the notion that the real world is external to 
flhservet," from ''cultures which have escaped the early impact 
"ewtonian thinking 1 ' and Still believe l: thar rhe real world is 
t completely inti?rnai ro the observer" — peasants planting 
trops n for example, under the delusion that the ram and sun 
-ijf&fiiri their heads (die Russians had begun to- grasp th.e insighr. 



ly).<* Perhaps 
iubruil to the 



,-d wrth rhe rr 



it explains, chough still only in a 
even explains rhe railute of die Vict 
of gradual escalation; rhey thought that 
a headache, arl J preferred a-jpirin to the 
: '"normal world/' 
too ponder "Balkan logic" as mantra 

alily of the "normal world" 01 the enlightened 
emmd 11s of the "distaste for war or for intervene 
in the affairs of others" that is "our inherent weakness, 17 and of 
dismay over the "repeated violations of norms and tales estab- 
intcmaLional rreaty, human rights convent ions"' by the 
-riy miscreants of the world Kosovo is "A New- Collision of 
i "Wen" a Ninv Ytrrk 7fm« think-pkte is headlined, illus- 
"" Samuel Huilti nylon's "CUsh of CivilKaticns": the image of 



c West, i^ han 
inhumanity c-t Orthodox Serbs,' 
Iq others, a fact that Americans 
" with the "deeply sobering lesson 



SS fucti 



shock 1 



ts repelled bv- the har- 
eat to Amerituns" but 
]?arn to comprehend 
it rhe human capacity 



ten mem."" 
division bei 



Us and Them became a chasm as rhe war 
"American,, flush with victory over 
think- ever more rerlcxively Thar 
lues ar*: the world's." But wrongly: -Two Views of 
ity Split rhe World. Even in Victory,'" we |ea. tLl from the 
of the featured story oi' the New Ynrk Tim^s "Week in 
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Review." 1 " There are idll mure "deeply fiottriilg les.sr.ns" Thai 
Americans have to kam- They must come to recognize thiit rot 




divide k-mrcu an ideaJiaic a W-Jtld tear on ■™l„ 1 . i iiilnimsiiicy 
d[l d an Old "S'.irl J equally fanahftie. ahuii aneisdine cimuki. 

Regrettably, .some fra£uictiLS of the fatalistic Old World are still able 
to gLiiLM. at how the ' ulealiMic New World" if 'Uridine inhuirianL. 
ty'^u'ithirs ihe territory of its "NATO ally, and its client state.', and 
dieu-here in its domains, a flaw tbaL keeps the Old Wodd from 
hilly arrammy the heigh ts achieved by rhp political hi id intellectual 
leaders of the ideal Line state bent on ending inhumanity. And 

vinced that (he idealistic New Wi>rlH, was. bent oil eildinr; tnhuman- 
ity in KusOvC, or that it did. so. 

But such strange thoughts should not intrude ir.tr. our nu.w nor- 
mal woclJ. Rather, inu.SC »rne to recognise the " T siwniTijK gap 
ktween the fc and much of the world on the value oi" a single 
Life." We must fate til* troubling tact llwT "a let of people. ..just 
don't buy into Western notions of rights, and responsibilities. 11 We 
may then be able to understand, the. behavior c»f Russia, tftere "eth- 
nic cleansing and to reed migration nfw exactly unknown" in its 
history, particularly the pogroms that "forced 1,5 million Russian 
Jews tuflcc at the turn of Jul r.enrury." Nothing remotely similar 
tan he imagined in our history, or recent practice. It surely "would- 
n't do to menrinn" that thu Kishinev massacre, the most horren- 
dous of the riopronis tl^t forced Russian Jews to flee, was virtually 
du|>lirared hy the U.S. diem re^imi- that devastated luuch of 
Lebanon, ihnuyh all of these crimes pale ill comparison iu far worse 
ones rliat remain [in>perly hidden trow ins|,Jecrion and memory.' 

The correct story, recounted line with zeal, is that [hi ■'idealis- 
tic "New World" has always attached high value to each "sintjlc 
hfe," though "it rr.nl; World War 11 to change- lbs West's mind 
about inhumanity"— "'the West" heing. Britair., Germany, and 
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France - ,; and fifty years more rr> rnnlre rhaT chiwee df milld a COlti- 
rflitrn-etir," But the Russians are- "rouyhrv where Britain, Germany 
and Frailtt wtrc eighty-one years ago," and the rest, are too far 
behind even to begin to grasp the humane values that we have 
always upheld, now perhaps joined, at last, by some Western 

It follows without argument rhar our cause, whatever ii is . mrisi 
be just, How can angels he wmnrii St womil be an ins-ult to offer 
argument and evidence to justify their hehavior, in the rr.nic cars he 
dispatched to its traditional plate. Menu while we can conr.emplare 
the wondetful new era that lies aliead, tiow that others, at least a 
few, have joined us in crcssins this "landinark in lnteraatiunal rela- 
tium" iii s Triumph of [he human SfiiiL- 

Many oihers have enrolled "the utiiverial prine-iplej an J values 
espoused hy [European Union! and "NATO leaders," tlicu^li wtth 
dismay because these principles and values are " L lr>;t in [he populac 
disccurse ii the street," where there seems ro he no teal apprecia- 
tion of the mission of Wl intervention" (Tony Blair) when, for 
"the first lime in modem history, •• .human right? ourweighed the 
sovereignty ofslate borders" < Vaclav Havcl^— unlike rhe termina- 
iLOfi O-f the Ctiults e>( the Klmier Rouge by the Truss-ians of Asia," 
or the re-icue of Bangladesh by India's advanee troops erf' Russian 
"heR-emonism," or ochet arts bw people still untoutJted hv Western 
enlightenment. 

Only the most unkind will remark that we have heard this 
before — many, many rimes .-and still aivalr the indicarion that [he 
magnificence of the ccinquernrs will reveal irneif by meerinr; the 
f*nlv test that ha* the slightest significance; by undertaking some 
act frum whieh they do not rxTvct to pjain, stime genuine L 'humiTi.i- 
tariail interwcntiL'ti" i;. l r es.ainple. Simple tests are easy to find, nyht 
at This LJlomeni- be"- Outiidt- the realms oi" eulitthteuitiL-nt are hold- 
ing their breath in anticipation far tomorrow'^ deiuo nitration that 
the New Hnmanis-m differs tti in ihenld 
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As noted, the indietnient of Milosevic, rand associates by rhe 
War Crimes Tribunal on Yugoslavia was considered to be a 
; 'dev astatine" setback TO the ongoing diplomatic process by 
"Western capital^," though the reports seem conflicting. When the 
decision to nidid was announced inn May 27, a court official said 
that "In cihlc-l, this decision has pulled out the rug from undet the 
negotiating process." From Beljrrade, Steven Eilangec reported that 
news of the indictment "stunned Serbs tonighc, datlrjxriine hope; 
tot au erd to- the war." particularly because of the riming: the 
indictment was issued by the (independent) court on the day that 
Russian special envoy ChcrnOiilytdjiU- " L iS due here ki discuss a peate 
senrlement." The indictment ,l will greatly complicate 15 Cherno- 
myrdin's efforts, Eclitflgf-r observed- An additional complication was 
"NATO's decision to select the day of the indictment and 
Chernomyrdin's planned arrival in Belgrade to conduC-t ''the heavi- 
est bombing CAids yet on Yugoslavia." 1 

Tlie pattern comes as no particular surprise, li is common, and 
understandable, for thti.se who monopolize power and the means <jf 
violence To iise their weapons more intensively as rhey enter the 
diplomatic arena, hv their o»n clkoice or other circumstances: the 
negotiations to end the Indochina v&t and the Central America 
wars of the 19d0s are pertinent illustrations, to which I will bndly 
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Chernomyrdin reacted to the increased bombing with in 
unusually harsh statement.' He forcefully rejected Uimon's eotl- 
tention thai "Russia is now helping to work out a way tor Belgrade 
(ii meet LNATO's] wrulitiOW* sod chat N ATO's Strategy strength- 
ens. U.i. relations wirh Russia. On the contrary, "the new NATO 
Strategy, rhe first pja.ctir.Lii instance of which we nrs witnessing irk 
Yugoslavia, has ]ed to a serious deterioration in Russians. con- 
tacts," which have been set back "by several decades." ! in- intensi- 
fied bombing, specifically taryetiny the civilian society, lias also 
ggtiiCsHy shitted Russiari opinion, reducing the numbers positively 
disposed wward the U.S. horn 57% tu 14%- Russians have bst 
their view of die United States as a model "worthy of emulation, 1 ' 
and retjatd 11 as having "lost in moral righr to he regarded as a 
leadc-t of trie t>«- democratic world." He warned of grim conse- 
quences if events proceed on rhe current course, i ie also expressed 
his confidence that China and India wets among those who agreed 
with the Russian stance, rightly it appears. From the hints that 
have trickled through media and commentary it seems tliat they 

about the actions of the enlightened states, ot appalled by it. 
another reflection oi the great divide thtu separates the "idealistic 
Mc* World" with us . xxrKH'iil associates from rhe "disorderly 
miscreants " 

Let us review the diplomatic record, asking how it reached the 
Stage that Chernomyrdin 30d Clinton depiered in their differing 

The homhing was undertaken, primarily under U.S.fLJ.K.- initia- 
tive ir appears, after rhe FRY delegation refused tu accept the 
Rambouillet (Interim) Agreement, There had been discord within 
NATO, captured in a New Yurk Times headline thai read: 
Trickiest Divides Are Among Big Powers at Kosovo Talks." On*-, 
problem had to do with deployment uf tile OSCE monitors- The 
European powers wanted to ask the Security Council to authoriie 
the deployment, in accord widi treaty ..I !it;.m. :.• and inter national 
law. Waslnngton., hoover, tehised (O allow the "neuralgic ivord 
'authorize 1 ," the Nevj York Times reported, though it did finalfv per- 
mit "endorse." The Clinton Administration "was sticking to its 
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stand thnr NATO sLiCnild he able to act independently of rhe 
United "Nations." A leadmy; stratetie ari.ilv-i explains dlSL "To 
require the ^iiuru k im. L bkssiiie vcr rtd evw. ci LU In 1 them 
a veto ovci our iwlicy." as iircicubied iii the L",N. Charter.-' 

Distort] within NATO coritii-uied. Apart trom LVit^in (hy now. 
ahout at much of an iiidepeiidenr actoi as tin- Ukraine was In pre- 
Gorbachev years), NATO counines appeared to he skcptkal of 
Washington's preference lor force, and annoyed h T Seeretyrv of 
Stale Albright* "saber-iatrlinp;." which ihey regarded as ''milielphjl 
when nerj>r'ijtioris were at such ascnsitue srage.' 1 r hough Jl- 
cials were unapotaseric ahour the hard line."- 1 

Ciurenth^wledge of diplomatic in refactions is thin-" t\'«r, cru^ 
cial elemmts of rtie record th.it arc- fully available remained unre- 
ported, including the provisions of the Rambuuille.1 A^reemem, 
finally presented to Serbia arid [lie FRY as n 'tj.l;L--iL-yi , -S^r--hr3mbed'" 
ultimatum, hence of no validity under international law- the dis- 
credited old-fashioned kind that is, from which we are now Lit last 
to break free- so that we (.-an do what wc "believe to he just." But 
ttn.' terms of the Agreement were not made available to rhe general 
FU blLC- Tr, understand what happened it is imporrant to find. Out 

The RambouilLet Aereernenr eaLlcd lor complete military cicc..^ 
patlor and substantial political control of Kosovo K NATO. tfhk* 
regard- Kosovo JS a province or the- FRY, and effective inilirary 
occupation of the resr of the hRY at NATO's will.' NATO if* tc* 
"constitute and lend a milita.iv iotce"' (KFORh which "N ATO will 



rhrough the NATO 
= The final Huiiiotirv 
chapter [In 



e rinding ■ 
.Tored jnd 



Tnt ftPi.iM-iTK.'; RECoriD 



107 



pme schedule, all Yugoslav arm; forces and Ministry of Interior 
police are to redeploy to ''approved canton ment -iites," then ro 
^rirhdraw to Serbia, apart from inialL utiiis assigned ro border guard 
duritS with limited weapons (all .specified in. derail). These units 
would he restricted to defending rhe borders from at tick and "con- 
trolling illicit border crris-tings," and would not he: penii.it to J. to 
na^'el in Kosovc span from these functions. 

"Three years after rhe entry into force of this Atsrc-ciYitlil, Ail 
mrematicinsl meeting shall to he convened to determine a mecha- 
nism for a final settlement for Kosovo." This paragraph has heeo 
construed as culling lor a referendum on independence, though rhar 
is ncic specifically mcntiontJ. 

With regard to the rest of lufiOsLsvia, die terms for rhe occupa- 
tioil ure forth in Appendix B: Siatus nf Mulri->jarional Mihtary 
linplementytioii f jrce. Tbe crucial paragraph read^: 

B- NATOp;-Hnnncl»liaH=ni<!y. i.<m«!i« with their vehicles, vessels, 
jL.-irLji, and t(iuipmen.t. fn^- :™l irm^.isnjied [lisssge and unimped-- 
ed access nfiiojfiliout the fO uiduJiny * ** «J h ^ « j ret- 
riii>riHl H.-HIBTH. Tius sliall include, but net be Limit ml t<i, fhi: ri^bi ( >f 
bivouar, msruiiivcr, billei, ai.J .juliiatMii of any areas or facilities a* 
required for iupptin, training, and iifierm i'nu. 

The- k ilia itl-det jpell* our rhe ^nnditiims thiit pcnuil NATO 
forces and rliwe chev emplny ro have free access to Jus icriTof^ 1 of 
the FRY, without obligation or concern tor tlic La^S of she cwnrry 
rar rhe |iirisdicrion of its authorities, who ate, however, required to 
follow NATO orders L 'tin a priority basii flild *i(h a!l appropriate 
means." NATO personnel are required w "respect The laws applica- 
ble in the FRY. , . " but with a -qualification chaT renders The condi- 
tion vacuous; "Without prejudice td tlieif pnvtleges nnd immunities 
under rhis Appendix." 

it has been speculated that the wording was (lesi^facJ so to 
guarantee- itjcttiOH- t'srlldt 1 * 5*>- If is hard ca imagine that any 
countn. 1 would considet such rerrns except in the form ol uticondi j 

I I I .1 r \r 

In [he LTiS-isiw IJ.S; coverage of rhe war 1 loulld no report of 
lliese rerrns rhar was near accurate, notably ibe crucial arsicle of 
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AppttldLX B just quoted. The latter was reported lis i 

p.Hilic: immediatelv after the peate atrreemern of J ml 
then reportt J that under thu awn.* to ilw Rafttboulll 
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■nision, ordered on March 19 in prepsrstLon for the 

Assembly Resolution Calls fo'i negotiations leading 

jL^-t, and Metohija [the official FRY name for the 
|tiOtTTWe|. it; securing of a full equality of all Ciriieniand eth- 
nic c-Mnnj^mcK* irJ. with respect for the sovereignty and territorial 
intagrin: ->■£ Republic of Setbia and the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia. F-irrrerrnore, though "The Serbian Parliament does 
not j^eej:: presence of foreign military troops in Kosovo and 
M«ciii)i. T 

TV* r-^mcnt is ready to review [he £i;e and chmaaur lit 

.r-^.?-.-^: rresen - in kw [t t« Met It j 1 1 mina 
iecoid, imiuediaieiy upon signing rhe political 
ie-Mule agreed anil Ficcnntcd by the representatives of 
l..-— ^ijmties living in Kcsovoand Metobija, 

rrais ct the Resolution were reported on major wire 
hcrerore certainly known to every news- room. Several 
daLsbik: -caj^iti have found starce mention, none in the national 
press and r^ii^r ■^■jmads. 1 ' 

:h 21 State Department press briefing, spokesperson 
James Ruhr. »i= asked about the 5eThian Assembly Resolution, 
qncmcalk it? reference, to an "international presence." Rubin said 
Gory iar "I rr. rK* aware that anybody in this building regarded it 
inf." He seemed nor to know what "it" was. Perhaps it 
si -jesti if icant. which would make- sense if the point 

o! Rubin's press briefing was als-o apparently not 
. te ary knowledge, was. the FAIR Action Alert I Jis- 
c ma;or press} reporting the press brirfifiS- 11 
.t ~i:~ meant, the answers: are known with confidence 
-J:3ttcrM answers., depending on which variety of 
are. For others, there would have been a w?u ry> find 
*e;: namely to explore the possibilities. But the 
id -heir allies pieferte/d nut to puisne this ijption; 
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The conventional picture is thaL -Milosevic's refusal to 
,*.oepr.. .or even discuss an international peacekeeping plan |nnrr, L -, 
iv [he RaaihouilleL Agreement! was what started TsATO honibm* 
on March 2+."- Trie term "peacckceplnji plan" kwd c-onvcnlion- 
,||y to refer tc whatever *l«i «he U.S. happens to be advocating. 
The concept "iiirematLonal" also reqmrci qualifications. This arti- 
cle is Oiie of the many deploring Serb propaganda— accurately Liu 
doubt, hut wblli srinie (.wemghLS. 

Departiiii from convention, we can conclude that oil March 2 1 
there were two peacekeeping plans on the table, both unknown re 
the general T"thlie: the Rsmhouillet Agreements and the ^th 
National Assembly Resolution. We can aLsc add a lurrher dimen- 
sion tc< the nested recognition that the Rambouillet Atrreeinetit 
was fatally flawed" that U -helped precipitate... the «hr,i C 
eic-ansinc. of Kosovo" (see note 9). Whw the filial decision ™, 
made to bomb on March 2.1, there were two peace proposals, each 
"fatally flawed," but with a meagre of agreement that might have 
opened the <W tc "engage the two sides in a Genuine political 
negotiation (rhat] might have prevented much of the Kosovo cata- 
strophe. 11 Might have, that is, were such an outcome intended Ir 
loot ra unique "diplomatic skills" to underhand that, merely a 
willingness to inspect the two plans that had been presented, an 
cprion denied to the American people, since both "'ere concealed 
(and une still is) until it was far coo late iff rhe-m ro inieriere with 
the critical choices triad* by their leasts. 

The epiiude is rcrilin iscent a/ others. including some wLthm the 
permitted time frame. A case in point is. what took place in the 
months leading to the numbing of Iraq to expel it from Kuwait in 
January 1991. From shortly after lead's invasion in August 1990. 
sources in Washington were leakiTiK Iraqi proposals fur 3 negotiated 
wirhdra^al thai ifaer regarded as "serious" and "nejpMlahle," includ- 
ing a, early January proposal ituc State Department Middle East 
experts regarded as "a serious preneyouation position," *hich 
Washington "immediately dismissed," and which, happened to ccrt- 
fcrul closely with American opinion, as revealed by polls taken 
ri H ht before [he bombing. With efficiency thai i» remarkable m s 
l'ree society, they were kept frcm the public eye." 
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The nertr [31p.Tr2.sr srep- in the Ralkans dip-torn a tic process took 
places I!. a well-publicised meeting between Milosevic 

and T*asri--^-tci-. , 5 rivorite Russian, Viktor Chernomyrdin. The: 
BXtrais »"dt reported, with such headlines as "Russian Ends Peace 
VbJC ? l^Kt :•!" Progress"; "US, Britain reject Serb offer tor 

US fev.' rc-.e." iJhernorayrdiii aimodneed that Milosevic had 
agreed re ;n ".-remational presence 111 K.osovu under U ruled 
(Jailn-ni a'Cjpice?" ro implement a pclL.tLcal settlement arid hud 
5^i*iS in pnrwurlc tci "the poisihiliry of an international presence 
kd hv the at" SATO calls off the bombing. The press repotted 
(hat "l_"i- jnd NATO officials saw little more in Milosevic's appar- 
ent asrccmirai! * lC". Chernomyrdin, , rlhan the first signs of hope 
tfiar the ^ uiSteias pwside til's defiance inay be diasolvinj; amid the 
NATO ai->}ii!.t.~ .A post-Peace Accurd chroncilcigy described the 
ApL 1' everts i- "the first Mm of s. ctack in die Yugoslav p^si- 
rion S?i[,i=£Vic ■■■ reporred to he ready to accept am. ""interna tio ri- 
al presence" :n Kosovo, but ''alliance officials insist thai the bomh- 
|ng T-Tn't -T.-r t:~r.L htlgrade accepts a Mam-leJ pescekeepitig fori* 
10 prctecr reramins refugees," Regarding Milosevic's "progres?" as 
nasulricieiiL the L.i. and U.K. instantly rejfj'-r&d the proposal and 
«n>cd up trvc hcrar/irai of civilian targets (TV wis knocked off the 
air chat dav 1 - " 

Jr. btici'r .-n .Aprd ZZ Milostvit rc1U.-r.1tcd the pnjpoiali of the 
Seftian Ndt-.-onii Aisembly uf March 23, this true in a way that 
was impossible evade: namely, via die Russian, envoy wlici is a 
Weaem rave-lire. ?mce rhe Match 2!i proposal had yet to surface, 
atepr verv marzirjily, it was possible to present the reiteration of 
it ai a sign that vi.-lence wnrks and Milosevic'.; :L defisrce" 13 Clum- 
Mms "jnder SAT pressure. Therefore more violence is needed. 

Al an.Tth^r meeenjj 3 week later. ChemomyTdin reported "stilid 
ptesn^i" — "Hmti. at Progresi," the headline stated. The hint wis 
Settu\ 1rpr2.t1.-n .1' the National Assembly Resolution of March 
23. iki* amplified ''j U-N- inlematLonal mission, unarmed and 

The -axe i^. the Times published a Ul'l interview with 
MiLcfle-vic m n+.:ch he called for a "'political prcceis" and said thai 
^"hfi U.S. can rjve a huge mission in Kosovo if it wishes,™ a N. 
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peacekeeping rorce" wiik "« If -defense wc 1 *]. 11 ™ but M: " an lV,Jli - 
pation'' of the sort dtjusoded in the "Clinrcm Administration dik- 
tat " at Rambouillet: 1H.QQQ troops occupying Kosovo with heavy 
equipment. Milosevic also called for reduction of Yugoslav fore.es to 
che pre-homoine level of 10—1 1.003, "mum of all refugees, regard- 
less of their ethnic or TclifibxiF affiliation/' "free access for United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the International 
Red Iej.! m ttm dee, s for "the wifer possible 

Quoting the lasi phrase, the Tcmte reported that Milosevic was 
"borrowing language from the proposed Ramboitillet at cords," 
Mere significantly: he was repeating thi: biigviage of the unmen- 
rinnable Match 21 National Assembly Resolution calling for "a 
politkal agreement on a aide- ranging autonomy" fur the ptovince. 
MilosevLC-'^ April 30 proposals were within the general framevjorV 
of the March Zi Resokinon, with some further detail. 

The next phase of the drama rook place on May 6, when the 
GrOkLp of Eight (O-fi. rhe major Western tountries and Russia) 
issued an official srarement, reported with considerable fanfare. It 
called for an "immediate and verifiable end of violence and repres- 
sion," withdrawal nf (unspecified! "military, police arid paramilirary 
forces ; ! ' "Deployment in KflSOvn of effective international civil and 
security presences., endorsed and adopted by the United Nations,' 
"a political process toward the establishment nf an interim political 
fraineworV agreement providing for a substantial se It-gave nunc in- 
fer Kosovo, tatting full account of die Ramnouillei accords and the 
principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia and the other countries of the region," and 
the demilitarisation of the KLA- 

The G-3 statement v/as die first step towards compromise 
between the two plans that were on the table on March 23. It mod- 
ified the Serb Parliament proposal by rhe important addition of 
"security presences," and ir abandoned the central demands of the 
Rambouillet ultimatum on military aild political control of Kosovo. 
The OH siatement tirsd* no men Lion of NATO and called for 
''Establishment of an interim admim strati on lor Kosovo to be 
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dtcfcie-d by the Security Council ot rhe United Nations.. .," prcvi- 
{■elf rsant d from Liny role by Washington.'-' 

The outcome was portrayed as a victory for rhe I'.S.'IJ-K- and a 
yindiijrion of rheir resort lo forte. The lead headline in rhe Times 
Bad: -Russia ir. Accord en Need for Forte to Patrol Kosovo." Two 
stories follow. One o|ieried by saying that "The Clinton 
Administration., .managed to get the Russians on its side today,." 
die second with the ivords: CL Tbe West and Russia a-trccd for the 
fiw nme today on the need fot so inter rational military presence 
*s Kceovy to keep any eventual peace, '' '' His accord also intensifies 
gsessim' on" Milosevic, now isolated, the Russian.! having come '"on 
board- - Veteran Gbi* correspondent John Ye mm a leporred 

tih&i. the primary achievement "was to briny Russia over to the 
NATO poMrion" on an "international security forte" to replace 
Set* forces, thou E h "before the bombing stops" Milosevic "will 
have ro accept she G-fl plan, at least in printipk."" 

newspaper "'printed the set of principles OH the front page,'' 1 "' The 
U.S. reacted by dismissing the wording ol til!'. G-S proposal and 
tmLruiiug to insist upon its earlier stand, interpreting" develup- 
wni> ii an indication that recalcitrants were corning' "ori board," 
ihoufii not snfl'k.ieiiLly, su bombing must continue. 

When Yugoslav oifieials announced that they would accept the 
ourlmes of the G-B plan and called for a Security Council 
Resolution based on diem, NATO reiterated its commitment to rhe 
bomrard merit, stating thai "dlcr* ivill be no relief until Yugoslavia 
Jtce; >_• rhe non-negotiable demands of the international communi- 
ty" S'ATO spokesperson Jamie Shea Stated that Milosevic "has 
besijn to move from a position of almost total defiance of the inter- 
natic-nal community when we .started fair strikes] to at least now 
»m= that hr accepts the- key demands' of die GlJ, whiell euibody 
NATO's five conditions." General Clark added: "1 think L's the 
bombing that is impelling the diplomacy.' 1 The bombard merit that 
*&iv crowded bridge, a sanatorium, and a convoy of E>irO[>eail 
KPumiliH;.'" 

There *?S little not it t of a letter from Yugoslav Foreign 
Wir.:"er Zivadin Jovarwwk to Uerrtian Foreign Minister Joschka 
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higher which "reiterated that Yugoslavia it n0» ^ 
wmi ier down weeks ago bv the G-8 nation lor peace, 
released by German v tnjune 1, fluted that "it is neces* 
at.ely to end the NATO atrial bort.^rdmenr and to co: 
a political agtiidsi aimed at reaching a irahle and ]<my-I. 
till settlement ," repeating that the FRY "has accepted ■ 
pies, in C lull [)g S United Nation?, presence, mandate iir. 
merus to lie decided hy a United Nation's Secuntv Cc:- 
lion in accordance with the U.N. Charter.' 1 ' 

Oil June .3, the: Knsnvo Pejcn Accord was accepts 
and Serbia. On June &, U~3 ayreeei on a dwi'i Secur 
Resnlmifm to implement the: Accord. 7 ' 

There are two vcibioos of Oil- AfuxJ and che U.N". 

(U the texts, and 42) tlif U-$-/NATO iimrrxeTaricm. 
raonlv the cuse, c1il-v differ. Lei us consider firsr the test. 

text of tltc Accord. yrovkkd by (he State Department. 

in£ to the inLcrpr'itatLtJii- 

As nii>dii have been expected, the Accord is a " 

betwem the two peace plans of March 2.3. 

Tilt U-S-/NATQ abandoned their major demand*. 

which had led to Serhia's rejection of the ultimatum 

occupation and substantial political control of Kosuv 

and fee NATO access to the rest or' the FRY. Nor t 

authorized for the security tores' planned f.ot K. 

Ramhouillct wording that Las been iriietrrtied 3-5 cal: 

erendum on independence is also missing. 

Serbia agreed to ill "initmamrial jftfuMty present 

stantkil NATO participation," the sole mention of NA: 

hands of NATO, the OSCht tsr Serbia, hit of the L" 
Council, which will establish "an interim admir. 
Kosovo." Military conrrol is to he exercised by the " 
.seenriry presence" which is to be deployed "under 1_ 
with "unified command Jind control.'' nol lurlhir m;* 
withdrawal i>f Yugoslav forces is not spttilkd in the 
Riimbouillct Atrreciiieiu, bin is similar, though aete 
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remainJcr is within the mhh ,"t .i^cmenr nf die two plan* r.f 
March 2.5. 

An addendum to the re-\r. r..-i hided in either ch? State 
IX-parrmenr nr rht Serb rarlta™ — vi-rsion. stated ■'Russia's posi- 
tion [that] the Russian contin«-ir nor be undiT NATO com- 
mand and its relationship io die in:crr , ..-.nrinal presence will be gov- 
erned by relevant additional .^rc^er.c- 

The outcome- us of June 1 su^-e.:- chut diplomatic initiatives 
could have been pursued on Mar;?: Z3. averting a terrible human 
tragedy with const'cmcriccs tbsr n 1 :!! te'trUrati: in Yugoslavia and 
elsewhere, and 3tf Ll iiijnv rcfrecT* .-.nae oniinems. A diplomatic 
solution seemed a likelv pr^ix^r >t :r-e oniset liuui inspeerion cil 
the two peace plans then publv i :r. rrnciple. not in rculievl. aiict 
ftnaHv t-iinu; w be recngniitj c^blicl--- ar least in wnic estahhsh- 
muilt cirt'k's :i few weeks larei i n-e-tc 9b 

To ht iuce, the situation in Luc ib not that of March 23. A 
Times headline tlie day of the K.-*-v : Aeeord captures the pn-vail- 
ing ci re i j instances accurately: "K.wv :■ I'roblcms lust Reg-inn lug," 
Among rhe IL $r.i S! Jcrina r-r.-'fiem^" that lie ahead, Set^c 
Schmemaim nbserved, are t!K ref^marion. -of the refugees ''to die 
land of ashes -and graves diat rnisr'noine," and die " t norm nu.il y 
cosdy ch;illenge of rehuilJiiia '-He Jev^rared ecanoiriies of Kosovo, 
the. rest of Serbia and their •n-.--ih - " I le quorti Balkans historian 
SllSatl Woodward df the ftrool.]:ti> :n=t:Tutic!n ; who poitila out "that 
all the people we want to help J: ^Lik L - a stable Kosovo have been 
destroyed by the effects ol rhe KuitiTiHs." leaving control in the 
bands of the K.LA. Recall rhar U^h.-^W* condemn a r ion of die 
KLA as a "terrorist "roup" n"hen ■: '^'san to cam' out Ctgailiscd 
attack* iii Kebiuaiy 1998 ajreiar' r,.,-.e been uiken hv Milosevic 
as a "green light™ for the *ever? tt^rvssion that !ed to iIk' 
Colomhia-srvle viok-ntt pnor r.- rhe NATO homhinB, which pre- 
cipitated a shsri: tseaktmn to rhe levrl; that Washinyron helped 
create wirhin NATO iisclf in the >X 

These "staggering prfbletn.-' are r,ew. They are "the effeeri nf 
the hvmbine?" and the vkiuic i:r'r rsacnon tn tlium, though the 
p-rohk-ms that preceded SATOb rt?vM ro force «^re daunting 
enoMgh- 
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The Security Council Resolution, adopted with no ti^iiincniii 
change of rhe draft, incorporates the C-S agree uic-ilt of May 6 diar 
wis accepted by Serbia (Annex 11, arid ilie Kosovo Pence Accord 
tit June 3 (Annex 2K The former ma It (is no mention of NATO; rhe 
latter ii.enLiOils NATO or.ly as nored ahove. The Relation L Lse If 
Jots hoi mention NATO, and essentially reiterates the general 
IL-tms oflhe Kosovo Peace Accord. 

In reporting rlie U.N. draft resolution, the York Tiini.s 

referred averal rimes ro a "footnote on NATO's participation in 
•be security force" that was missing iWli the Sec-uflTY Council 
Resolution and from the version of (he Accord approved hy the 
Serbian Parliament- NuL men Lie lied i-i thar ir was rdso omirred fr^m 
the State Department text of rhe Accord pnhlished by the Timej. 
Whatever ihe status of rlie missing footnote, wc again have to di.v 
LillStiish text from inrerpre-rsr.ion. The text slates thai; 

II mid erst nod diar NATO considers an tnKTTiurkinal simiriry r'tinm 
willi '■iiirwiHiuial NATO participation 1 to mean unified cumin und 
and cunrml hiving NATO hi die cote. This in mm means a amfic-i 
NATO chair, nf c.fiTumim.l mider (he pJiLkal diiecucin at the 
N.A.C. [North Atlantic. Council]... NATO uniis wmiLJ be unit: 
tJATOtummand; 1 

The wording essentially reiterates terms (if the Rnmhtniillet agree- 
ment cited , and differs radically from the rent of the Accord 
provided by die Start- Department and accepted by iierbia, though 
it presumably does express what "NATO ctynsiders." Within a tew 

h AT ders" ii i t 'X i „ i f, I i 1 

draff was a footnote to the earlier accord thai spells our how the 
security force has 'NATO at the core.' A key sentence describing 
this as meaning 'a unified NATO command' w-ss also missing-.™ 

As (not was translated to more satisfactory interpretation, ihe 
press hailed the urand victory of the enlightened states and their 
Leaders- The Wfitt' York Timet froru-page summary of the "Ke^ 
Points" of the Accord listed "The establishment of a pence kee pin g 
force led hy NATO.' 1 Finally ■'Milosivk Yields on NATO's Key 
Terms," the front^rayc headline read, forced "to finally aecefn 
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i(JATO'* conditions." Thanks to the Accord. "NATO's peacekeep- 
ing forte, known as Kr'OK. will ultimately occupy rhe entire 
province." "*har will 3 mount ro NATO's occupation of Kosovo." 
Particularly .significant was Milosevic's "accepting NATO com- 
msnd" in the NATO-tic cup led province. NATO spokesperson 
Jamie Shea, "said NATO's ctnnrnand was cLcar. 1 ' The Accord S'u'at- 
■nfees' "a single force widk a a Lag It thahi oi cotimiand," untJer 
HATO. Mtws K.perts LiaL Milosevic had b«r compelled 

lo suhmit to a LL N"ATO-leJ force, 11 "accepting a deal rhat was not 
tven aa ^rtiod for him as the one he could have had 1 ' beftire the 
bombing "laid waste ti; his country," though "Western nations ace 
Consider Lri£ new-" arrange me tits ti"! military ;:)(i";i"nar^i It s:ase Russia s 
concerrs ahont its place in the NATO-led security force in 

In passiny, we rm<jht note thjt Shjia'i daily cettorrnanc^s as 
{British) spokesperson for NATO follow a well- trodden tract, pio- 
neered dunng World War I by the BritLsh Ministry of Information, 
which setieLly defitltd its rssk as "to direcr rhe rhoughr .if most of 
the world."— primarily the thought of American intellectuals, 
whose help was needed to whip a pacifist population into j insist 
war fever and was offered with great success according to their own 
ielf-congratularory judgmeric,'' Shea may well have been follow rug 
that model consciously. He is a "clever student of ^llSC he reteti to- 
W 'mass persuiision techniques','' tlie U/cisrlin^Kin Foil reporred in a 
profile after the war ended, and the "author of a doctoral the.sLs on 
ihe role of European intellectuals hi marshaling puhlic opinion Ln 
fcror of (he Fitk Wotld War. . .- 

The ptofLle Cfl W r?porr Shea's file of "head hunters who 
have Telephoned over rhe past two months with lucrative private- 
sector opportunities," offers he may take up "before the t3iL begins 
ro fade." If so, he will follow a tradition that has had an enormous 
Impact on 20th-century life. The huge public relations and adver- 
tising industries, the "fwlitital warfare™ conducted hy rhe British 
Conservative Party tu feud off the rising threat of democracy, and 
frfw projects ut "ma tiufe.tr uriiig consent 1 ' recommended ;ir)d iraple-- 
mented let the SSul^ eMs- hy rhe self-described "responsible intel- 
lectuals" were shaped quire consciously bv rhe satcessei of (he 
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Anglic American srjire propaganda uycncies. Several of their puttic- 
ipants went on to achieve much iaitie and influence {notubly 
Walter Lippinarui, die dean dl American journalism and a highb 
respected commentator for half J century, and Edward Bernay?, one 
at [he tourers of the Public Relations industry*. 

The JVeu- York Tim?: editors warned Washington to "guard 
against" a weak Security Council Resolution, "insuring thai a 
Kosovo- resolution closely adheres lo the prate plan" of June 3. 
which "mtan< among other things that peacekeeping forces operas 
under a NATO chain of command": "overall command muse he 
retained b V Western nations," though would be best" to allow 
Security Council auchoruaiion to eliminate die perception that 
[the rxacekwpetV] PWWe solely an America, or NATO nptn- 
rion." Other reports, emphasised rhe main lessen of the war: 
"Bombing Car, Work." Bombs and missile* compelled Milosevic to 
"capitulate," to "say uncle" and accept "NATO's terms."" 

On June 10, the Security Council Resolution was adopted in 
accord with the draft already discussed, munJatinK a force with 
NATO participation under U.N. auspice:,- Under the headline 
'■Security Council Backs Fuact 1'lan and a NATO-led Fore*," 
Judith Milieu reported ihar che Security Council approved a 
Resolution "sending a large NATO-led force into Koaovo," a 
Resolution Tro;: "bestou-s United Nations legitimacy on the peace 
flan and the NATOled military ope rati ens irt Kosovo. "- L 

Nor quite what the tests say, hut a story that is fat more useful 
ch Ein the fact.:. With the story firmlv in place, efforts to keep to die 
actual teits will become "Russian defiance of NATO" and "Serb 
trickery and deviance.'' Unilateral U.S.-NATO imposition of their 
own rules will count as strict adherence to the accords they are win- 
latin;:, So matters played out in tin- days drat followed, and presum- 
ably will continue tu do so in a world governed by force, with the 
incurving of words determined by power. 

The only setious issue debated was whether the outcome shows 
that ait power alone can achieve che highly moral purposes to 
which the enlightened .stares ace dedicated, t>r -whether, as critics 
allowed ir.ro the debate allege, the case has yet to be provcP- 
Spealring for rhe critics, the editors of the Boston Gkfac conceded 
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dial rhey had been wrong while Clinton and the NATO command 
were proven right. The results demonstrate, that "airpower alone 
could carry the day,.., even if it failed m protect 1.3 million uprat- 
ed KdSox-ars"— "uprooted" as a consequence nf the bombing, us pre- 
dicted and later acknowledged, but better titrgorrerv A leading lit- 
eral coluiiinist exulted rhat NATO leaders "won their her" that "air 
power alone would defeat Milosevic," who "starred the whole 
Chine, driving one million ethnic Albanians from their home- 
land" — after the bombing that be had ardently supported. "Many 
others reiterated the same themes, with general agreement that as a 
result cfNATObombini! Milosevic "surrendered as close to uncon- 
ditionally as anyone might hayc imagined. "" 

"John Keegan, rhe highly regarded military hkrorian and defense 
editor of The Daily Telegraph in London, admitted gracefully lust 
week that he had been wrong in saying. ..that air power sloitt could 
not win the war/' Anthony Lewis wrote m his paean "When Ptaise 
is Due; 1 Ikailing Clinton's Triumph. At die dissident left extreme of 
admissible opinion, only ;sne qitesrion Ls conceivable: Are the Tac- 
tics employed by the powerful successful: Sometimes they are seen 
tn be inadequate, as in Vietnam, when a year and a half after Wall 
Street ordered an end to a war that it had centre to perceive as too 
costly, Lewis, admitted, gniccfully that although rhe U.S. had inter- 
vened with 'Minder ins efforts to do giwd" — a neither diesis that is 
true by definition, requiring no evidence— "by if had become 

"clear to most of the world — and most Americans -rhar rhe inter- 
vention had been a disastrous mistake," "that the Unired States 
had misunderstood rhe cultural and political forces at work in 
Itidodiina — that it was in a position where it could nor impose a 
icJurion except at a price too costly to itself," That was always rhe 
argument against the war, he e-vplained- Hence it is unnecessary to 
attend to the opinion of a taryE majority of the public that the war 
was nor "a mistake" but was "fundamentally wrong and unmoral," a 
position that has. remarkably, held steady into the late 1990s with- 
out any support from articulate- opinion,'- 

The majority opinion is u Hint erpret able within the tram e work of 
elite opinion, The figures are therefore intcrprered as showing j 
"preference to avoid undertaking major burdens in foreign inter- 
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ventions," ii completely different matter bur one thar ii at lejjr 
compatible with received ideology. 1 ' 

Keegan is indeed a knowledgeable and respected military hisrcjri. 
an, and n i.; worthwhile to read »\:y. he said: 

The air lorces' victor* i» the Balkans is ml iurii a viuiiiry far N;no 
for the "niciral cause" fur wliiuli rhe war was fought. It is a victor,' f:.; 
rliar New "tt-'nrld Order which, proclaimed by George Bush in ihe 
afrtTTTiBth of thr Gulf war, has been 50 derided, since... If MiLcwcvie 
really is a beaten man, all orher would-be Milosevics around th« 
world will have ic reconsider rlieir plan*, [retoy^iiitig] dint then- ait 
nou" no places on Earth that eariii.11 lie subjected ru the same rrltm- 
W harrowing an the Serbs h™ suffered in the past weeks. Whit 
thai implies, 11 mas he nidged, hi thai no rational ruler will choose 10 
comrn.Lt the crimes thai have attracted such punishment. Hie 
Order looks berrei protected today than ir did the dj-y be-dire the 
bombii'iji began. 

At thf tunc of the Oultwu'r, Ksregan had explained why England ii 
Suc-h a willing participant in Waihi niton's crusades, "The British 
ate us?d to over 20C yean of expeditionary forces yuing overseas., 
fighting (he Africans, the Chinese, the Indians, thf Arabs. It's just 
something fhe British take fot .c:Ai"i:ej " aiid the war in the Gulf 
"'rings very, very familiar imperial bells wirh the British" — as does 
the style of the wars, at least for those who tic nor prefer "inten- 
tional ignorance."'' 

Kccgsiris observations ate astute, but requite some commentary 
and translation. This is by no means the first time that air power 
has been used 10 "bomb the niggers" into submission. As British 
military historians at least must be aware, the famous victor? nf 
1999 vindicates the strategy tha r Britain pioneered alter World 
Wa: I with no little success: reliance tin ail power and poison gas to 
suhdue the "recalcitrant Arabs" and orher "uncivil is^ed tribe:!" who 
aroused "•Vrnsron Churchill's ere (poisnu gas had already been used 
by British forces in then invasion of Russia, quite successfully 
according to the British High Command).-'-' It h true, however, thai 
tliv; means avail a bit: then u-erc primitive, and no d-ouht modem 
technology lia; OvereOine many ert those deficiencies. 
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y Keegan's assessment may be. realistic, 
^pd significance of the: New World Oreh 

^ati important documenrary record ofihe '90s that remaii 
fly out of sight (set chapter 6), and a plethora of fat.lL.ml t 
Jjhat helps us understand the true meaning of tlie 

Milosevics around the world," Mcrelv to keep rn the reg; 
■ posovo, the frrkmres do Hot he-Id at huge ethnic cleansing opera- 



interpret rhe goals 
borated 

videncc 
phrase 



(ions 
^his ease 
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SATO itself, under Euro-ix-sn. 
in and with decisive and toouriting U.S, support, and in 
not a brutal response CO an attack by the world'* most 
military force and rhe imminent threat of invasion, Such 
: legitimate under the rule: rif rhe New Wotkl Order, per- 
l met icon 0 us, as are armories elsev/ferf rtiat conlbnn to 
Ittie peiceli'ed interesW ul" duminant sectors in the enlightened 
ire regularly inifJc merited by them u-hen necessary. 
r.'l particularly obscure ii we t-siapt the protection of 
ignorance," reveal ttlSL in the "new international- 
ital repression of whole ethnic groups" will not merely 
I, 1 ' hut actively expedited — exactly as in the "old intcr- 
taationalism" of the Coneerr of Europe, rhe U-S- iiself, And many 
inguished prt-deceisors, 

We return L0 Iww "World Order looks" rrotn nurside the enlight- 
: Bied sraresi — and from wilhin, fruirt the perspective of top planners. 

Others also pondered broader themes, "NATO's siir striltes mav 
havt chsinged forever the old rules ol war," PI it lip Stephens reflect' 
ti^That ls a curious comment from a British analyst, who eLin 
hardlv be unaware of Brirains record of "reserving die rijLjlit to 
: bomb mggLTs," and should have no difflailtv in understanding why 
! tfc Piess in tlic former British colonies, when they were carrying 
murder in the Philippines, recommended that U-S- forets 
;'fWitinue "slauglitenn^ the natives in English fashion" so rhar "'rhe 
trmguided creatures" who resist us will at least "respect our arms." 
■^Tid Liter come to reco^nire thar we wish them "liberty" and "hap- 
tines."'' The laws of war remain those of European civilizarion, 
!Out without analogues and ptedeceSiOtS- 

expressed concern about the KLA.. ic be "demilitarired" 
l,aniKj. h,,h official! npbimd. a JiKinMra *ai 11 ■ lit- 
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tk- ob-scure, since rhey are only lightly armed- The cuiestion 
>iKthf" they could hec-orne ''a beniirii police !;(«'' writer rhan one 
rhar "vexes NATO" was addressed by correspond en r John Vmma, 
relying- on his experience ill the Middle F_asr The best hope »-ould 
be for the KLA to ''tTansfann irself from a yuerrilla army into a 
peacetime sectitiry force, much as the Palestine Liberation 
Onwni;3[i0li has d-r>ne Yframa is offering .1 model that has heen 
bitterly and liniforrnlv condemned by imcmaiional. Israeli, and 
Palestinian human fights Lrroups lot it; violence, torture, terror and 
repression, "creating a climate- ol leaf and inTimidaTion 1 ''- hsu this 
time in a worthy cause. Lit service 'C Washington's "peace- process 1 ' 
for lsraebl'tdcsiine- The Wve Agreement of October-November 
19?8, which advanced the U.S. -Israeli program of eftectiye 
takeo-ver o*" rlie eveupied Territories, rruik' be the fitsi international 
agreement tin record that virtually mandates the rewrr to stale ter- 
ror and severe human rights jL _:c-- td eiiSure security tor rhe part of 
the population that matters, ll was, . • • -Jriplv. hailed with aw, 
while Clinton wiis praised as die "indispensable Man" who is "'srat' 
ing out the moral Irish ground" in the "uplift i tig, oprim Lit ic ally 
American' style, "tethering the vaunted American idealism. "" 

Tlujsc who. ha*'* 1 paid attention to the evolution ol tin: ''peace 
process™ dlar. the I.LS. imposed will be aware thai die model recom- 
mended now for Kosovo is itself modelled closelv on the fu net inns 
and hehavior of the Black police of the Suut.Ii AltiCAu "'lion elands" 
ii\ rhe worst days of Apartheid liuri'y.-.lh'e years ago. Thar much at 
least seems clear enough, -.vliaiever one rhinb- aboiif Washington. 1 * 
Israel- Palestinian '"pence proceis." 

Returning; la tire Kosuvo i J eac.e Accord, one might argue [hat 
the media and eoiiuii'.'iiLJtdt? Stf realistic, when they present the 
U.S., ''NATO version as rhe fact.;. Whatever rhe discrepancy 
between Washington's version and rhe texts, the former is likely to 
prevail as a simple C0iW-Krneii«! of the distribution of p. 
die willinujtess ot articulate opinion to serve its needs, in particular, 
the discrepancy between rhe Ramboujllct Agreement and rhe 
KaasOvc Peace Accord will he resolved by force, the essential terms 
cil Raulbouiller becoming rhe operative terms of lire Accord: on the 
ground, i r i commentary, and probably in history. Tile- Accord and 
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pjK Security Council Re..ol ij.ri'on confirming i[ pLec military and 
"politic^' cr.nrrr.| Over Kosdvo in rile liands of rhe United Nations., 
jut these terms are ijliae^ept,ihle rr. rhe rulers, We fan he confident 
tlur. die outcome will he the Ramhouiller demand rhat NATO 
occupy the EeTiitory nndft tile mihtin' and political conrrnl cil the 
Jj&fth Atlarttii Q>ancil. and maintain efferriv^ ccintrol of civilian 
iffeirs. lis *eLL wha Lever the soLntiius words mav sav. 
. The phennmetioit b rourine. It Reived a efcuste liwrarv t-xpre?- 
s ago when Tascal. in his satire on casuistry, singled 
■pat the "utility nf interpr stations" as the ivieist effective riechanisin 
</ which the powerful cmi le.fiily uphold lush principle; while 
leveling iliem in pracricf . A cruder versioji in modem totalitarian 
^labelled "Neu-speaF hy Orwell.'- Ir t; f?illilijr in practice, 
dudine penuitiit recenr examples in Indochina and Central 
where diplomatic iniriatiii.-s were Lnstanrlv teven,ed by 

The apparenr list of ierte to derer ct shape diplomacy was dis- 
duriny the Indochina wars.- : The pra^Lifc rose from apparent 
ith the Paris I'eace Treaty ofjanujry f Q 7?, which 
bring tiie wars to an i-nd- In Octohev 1972, an agreement 
;terly been reached by the U.S. and North Vietnam, bur 
'aahingToii withdrew its consent, blaming Vietnam. The 
s bombings of December 1972 were undertaken to coerce 
abandon the October agreement and setrle for [■.■this more 
Wnshingrnn's hkiil^, When thar ractk lailed, the U.S. agreed to 
«imutely rhe wine mnun in January 1973, though only formal- 
KissiiigcT and rhe White House announced at once, quite lucid- 
tW ilicy would viola.te even' significant element of rhe l J eaee 
eaty they hiid now agreed, lo svgn, presenrinn a eomplerely differ- 
version of its rent!?. ] he hitter was adopted in reprwring and. 
men tare. 

substantial violence to teconsriTtiie 
own liking. When the Viemamese 
oas viobTirns of (he Treaty by the 
depicted widl much indigns- 



ThelJ.y, quietly resorted 
" Treaty in terms more ro i 
— V finally responded ro S' 
S, and its olient regime, Hi 

e iiifjurrigible aggressor that had to be p 
■ With pteteMs shifting a.i ci rcti instances dicratcd, 
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iskmients were aduimisreied in the years Thar followed throughum 
Indochina, until today, and the versions imposed by power ha V( . 
iucce*.;fully displaced the facts in vtre intellectual Culture. Tilt Mcsry 
is a triumph of the "'utility of Interpretations/'-" 

Tlit tragedy /farce waj rerWattej during the Central American 
wars cii rhe 19HDs. Tbe Rftafian AdiLiiilisrration sought lu uivfcr- 
nunc repeated diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflicts, a pioce- 
dure ofren described by government anil press js ''promoting rhe 
peace pracess. 1 ' The need to undermine a peaceful settlerrnMii 
liecame acute wheo rhe Central American Presidents agteed on 
the TZsquipukas Accord (the sculled "Arias plan") in Au^st 
1987, over Strong Tj.S'. opposition. Wiiihin^irjo si once cKFilattrl 
its wars in violation ul' the nne "indispensable elemenr" of die 
Accord, with impunity, thanks 10 media tuoperarion. 
ini Liukaner.us.lv, it prejc.ee Jed to dismantle the other ptO visions of 
the Accord by force ami threat, succeeding within a tew months. 
The AccimJ wns dead by January replaced l-y a U.S. version. 

Washington continued to undermine further dipbmflric effort* hv 
rhe creatures in the ! " unimportant places" until its final victory 
throughout the devastated region. Washington's version ut the 
Accord, *-hich deviated from it sharply in essential respects, 
bceuiue rhe accepted version Tbe outcome could therefore belter 
aided iP headlines as a "Victory fur U.S. Fair Play* with. Americans 
"Unired in Joy" over the mini and bloodshed, while columnists 
pushed that 'W Live in a romantic ase.™ all rrfk-eliilfi the general 
euphoria over mission acc-omp tailed " 

Another relevant example already mentioned is Israel's L"-S.- 
hacVc-d invasion of Lebanon in 19R2, undetiaVen to deter the 
threat of a diplomatic resolution that might interfere with U.i?-- 
Israeli fla-li; ro integrate the useful pans of the occupied territories 
witbin Israel. The- matter was widely discussed from the ourset by 
Israeli scholars, political leaden, and commenTators. It is, however, 
off the record in, die more discipliiit-d leader of tint free world, 
where the prevailing version is- that rhe U.S. cliem state wa> 
defending itself from i n remutiunal terrorism.'' 

Ir is superfluous ro review the afrermath in these and numeioL 1 * 
similar eases. There is Lttk reason to cxpeei a different smii" 
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~r than following the Girder; from Oil high.-" 
M. Role-" The implicit ^sumption is that it 



y. Hence the Serbs are "stalltllR" when Serb negotiators 
"ed at the absence of any reference to A United Nations- rule in 
peacekeeping tcirce.s for Kosovo," unwilling to agree to the 

"nonne^ Pliable" NATO demands that were "distilled" from 
Kosovo Peace Accord — -namely, by replacing ir.; core r>rovi$fc>ns 
NATO's contrary denmnds. 
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5£J,0CO ciuupi Liiidcr NATO coinaiaii<i" John Brader rejwts uncLti 
the headline "Optimism, And More Realism, On Talk.i Ahaut 
Withdrawal. '"■ 

"■Milosevic is trying us cuLL elements of vi-r.rorv out of defeat," 
British Defense Minurer Gwrat rUjbvitsun thundered. accusing 
him of "tad iaitlr' and "procedural Lrickery," and eypresiiftt; 
"American and Bn.tish mrtrage over rlie rtiwsil by Yugoslav milicatv 

■commainiets in accept NATO military lerms"; tlic "nonnegotiable" 
demand thar \AI"0 will ran the ore una Lion of Kosovo, whatever 

■ die- signed d<x, i - <:a.> r.t. Russia still "seems to agree 1 " with Serbian 
f!o i h } -r 

pirton in hanic (il scope, modalities -rid mand-are cr an iiMcnia- 
Donal presence'" in the FRY, "in litiu with the political agreement 
andpriiicinles. set out in Belgrade" by Finnish President Marru 
Ahtisaari when lit presented the G-3 demands."" 

1c [flay be True thjt liic Resolution makes no inentLon .if NATO 
apanTnam rlie annex reiteratiny the Krsnvo Ac-tOnJ, but the mean' 
irtg oi both docume-tiLt is elear, by 'Ci:is-i ir-»< * dtktdt. A a tor the 
■fonmote" to the Ko-SOvo Accord emitted from the Resolution (iind 
(turn the Stare Department text of the Accord), irs cOLltents wen; 
&>0& upgraded, omitting rhe phrase "NATO considers." as already 
illustrated. The "key sentence t'tOlri the t^tnote" no* is: "Tilts in 
turn means u unified NATO chain of cuiimuind under the political 

■control of Jit North Atlantic Council." In the (omitted) ten: [his 
is what "NATO eonsiders"; it is now elevaied to fact, though the 
devious MlLoitvit "euuld exploit this absence ol detail haDning at 
any measures that were not spelled our in [he resolution/' A .sen Lor 
NATO official Wattitsl dim Sorbs may not agree lo any thing "that 
pies further rh&\ [hi Sevuritv Council resolution." As in the Jam 
when the Concert of future wiis conducrLnr> the cii'iliriujB inisskm, 

: tr* Serbs remain "Orientals, tl lerL-fcste hats, tricksters anil masters 

■uf evasion. "'■ 

Matters proceeded on course' us "NATO peaceke-epirig Ire-ops 
entered Kosovo" on "Chinook he Ik octets, carrying British and 
Gurkha paratroopers.™ ro he followed] by convoys of heavy eejuLp- 
"lent and; troops. The Chinook/Gurkha reference, inchcmr emhar- 
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rassmenr or even nor.ice, reflects ayiun the glorification of i iSiperia[ 
violence iinsl ethnic cleansing, Bui "the NATO-led peacekeeping 
mission approved Li.it week by the United Nations Security 
Council" .had a rude shock, as "Again, a defiant Mo wow dulletig^ s 
West," sending a small contingent of 1i. v a tew hours earlier. 
"Alarm was generated today when is senior )Ru.isian| Defense 
Minisrry II ll pjHlck »nmed that M"M. 1 ■ might unilaierally 
send troops to Kosovo if NATO did not drop it; insistence tliar ir 
command all [he iorccs. there"- -that is. NA1 O's insistence (in "i.-,. 
Litiriu; the Peace ^eeord and the Security Council Resolution Tht 
Russians "backet I Belgrade in insisting thai the peacekeepers set^e 
under j United Nations iTa^." in compliance with die formal a^ree- 
m^ntj but in violation of the « freer, inrerprerjcion- Th^ tvtms 
raked serious Linesrions ahour "who is ir, charge" in Russia, and 
whether the s-r ill-dangerous hear will he able to live up to its obla- 
tions under the interpret a r.ions. of the ruling casuists..'' 

.In brief, all systems seem To he in place, as expeditiously -is rr.L 
miyht expect from recent pic cedents, U.S./N ATO demands have 
become The Facts— which is not, of course, to deny that Sethis 
will try to play die same game, though Lucking the power and 
UK am of violence, lllcy cannot -SuCMcd any tllOii llfeui Others wliu 
defy the master- 
Quite correctly, the press concilium to condemn cite Serb "pro- 
paganda machine rhat has aroused public opini-on for war ir. 
Kosovo™ and is raw "preparing Serhs. tor a peace deal." There is a 
lL huge gsip hetween government rhetoric and reality in a socitty 
where the news media i'i stale -control led,"'- Tme, though two ques- 

(1 ) t ]ould there he a gap between rhetoric and r-ealiry ir: the tree 

(2) What was the si mat ion in Serbia, before th e ho mb i rig '. 

Lee's put aside question ll ) and rum to 1.21, We find that the ij-ip 
was very real, though it was considerably reduced by ;iccsss to for- 
eign radio and 1 V broadcasts And. before "democracy activism 
became "a war casualty," there were also "several opposition news- 
papers as "-ill as tadim and TV o>itkcs rite BrirHh Helsinki Human 
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Right* Group reported, whde '■numerous anti-Milosevic foreijjn- 
fanded NUOs also operated in rile country, 1 ' mostly closed down 
jjftt't the touibinvs. In Kosovo itself, die Albanian separatist tin.'ss 
continued m publish openly, along wirli che Hungarian-la nonage 
press, through the Rambouillet negotiations in Kebruary 1999, 
reporting Serb arror.ities And praising NATO's "readiness to use 
force" and "to dispatch tanks and infantry to KosOvO," where 
'Serbia may Lose its sovereignty.'""' 

It may be useful to recall the fcrfo nuance of the U.S. fjovem- 
Bient and media in wartime, when the U.S. faced nc threat of for- 
eign attack ai all; ot, for that martyr, [hi performance of the most 
free and democratic lsi it- client states, Israel, iai superior to rhat of 
the U-S. though will highly repressive, more so, lor example, than 
Nicaragua under severe U.S. attack. Ir is enlighwiiulfi to compare 
reactions in the media and commentary to press freedom in the '80s 
in the U.S. client s™r« 0 t (.k-MiA Anienca (where vicious and 
murderous repression received: scant notice), in Israel (hifihLy 
ptaiftd wiLh virtually no report of press repression), and 
Nkatagna— bitterly condemned while freely alb>viny puhlicanon 
of the leading jouns,iL Lii fVefisa, which openly supported the attack- 
on Nicarseua and CsLLcd for its intensification, hehavior unthink- 
able in U.S. client states or the United: Stare.* u.rLi cvtn under 
mucLi less onerous renditions. Tlie rmitter is sn utretly incomptc- 
hensiblc in the enlighrentd sLatts that it will probacy never pass 
the OrwelLian bamers, ;1 

The ^ap between rhetoric and :< ,-L.L, in the Serbian media pro- 
Tided the justification for NATO bombing of Serb radio and TV' 
from April 8, filially reducing much of the TV headquarters to nib- 
ble with a missile attack on April 11— "<-n the. tve of NATO's 5l\h 
anniversary celebracion,' tlie Firwirtciaf 7im« i-l j-r. Politclv, we 
continue ra avoid che possible implications relating to question (!)■ 
NATO military spokesman Air Commodore David Wtlbv justified 
attacks on the grounds that the Serh media wete a "legitimate 
target which filled rhe aif^ys with hate and with lies over the 
years," diouyh NATO ar first tillered to allow the media w "Escape 
further punishment" it" Milosevic "pate sin hours of air space to 
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western new* broadcasrs each Jay." emulating standard pricrite in 
the United States." 

Oil similar grounds, NATO forces in Bosnia subjected Serbian 
Radio Television ISRTl in Republikj Siesta —the "erlniie Serb 
mini-state" within Bosnia — tn cl.>sure and other coercion. The spe- 
cifi.. diatges were thai. SRT had omitted thirty seconds (if a ;iate- 
ment bv Madeknw Albright "dismissing her warm feelings for the 
ScdV "was tailing ro explain chat NATO troops wen: bombing 
"I'LLgO'laviii to end erhntc ; leii: >. if in Kv: - and tvas giving r he 
impressi.in that the win Id opposed the sirike-s.' 1 In shun, SRT was 
refusing to broadcast NATO propaganda that is nianiiesriy lube, 
and was giving impressions that are largely true, chnugh they 
receive scant notice here. Another charge was tliAC SP-T was tim- 
ing mi the priorities of its audience, Serbs in Bosnia, nor. those ol 
NATO. In 1997 the European Union's hi^l) representative in 
Bosnia, Cartos Wesrendorp, bad "seiicd tRT's transmitters" arid 
"turned the station over to politicians who favored better relanotis 
with the West," including the director how under at tad tor instill- 
ordination. On April 7, lOT. Wts-tcndorr went further, asking 
NATO 10 "cut off tire offending material at its source' 1 hy bombing 
BthjJ-ade's Stare television, as it did ilw nsxt day,- 

The Ciirr.mitnn.-in re control inlomiarktn sources tails. witJiin a 
far more general partem. A revealing example is the virtual 
destruction of UNESCO when it began to consider proposals tu 
democratize the international media system ro permit some access 
on the part of the vast majority of the worLd- That initiative elicit- 
ed an .«:::.: m ll i.iry flood 0] condemnations from the L..S. fjovcifi- 
metit and the media, replete with deceit and lies that -^ere reiter- 
ated without i" hangc alter refutation, *b.ich was rarely perrniLreJ 
e\pression. "The stunning irony of this achievement," an academ- 
ic historian ct U.S.-USESCO relations observes, "was that the 
United Stares, having proved that the free market in ideas did not 
exist, unacted UNESCO for planning tn destroy ir." A detailed 
review of medi;i and government deceit was published by a univer- 
sity pre;.;, but also ignored, The events provide another instructive 
measure of the aULwJes towards che hasic principles of freedom 
and democracy" 
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Turning from reasonably we 11- ton firmed and gene talk uncon- 
tested filer tn speculation, we may sisk why eveiUJ proceeded 
as they did, tocLiaing cm ihe 1« -i :e of U.S. planners — the 
4w;u\t that must he our primary Concern on elementary moral 
grounds, and that is a leading if not decisive factor on grounds of 

ly elementary ttmwderarirms of power, 
. We may tWLe at first that the dismissal of Kwovar dem^rars "m 
.deference ro M-ilosevic" is hardly surprising. The pattern is tradi- 
tional. To rnetitiOi'i ]u.st some examples withitl the restricted time 
frame, after Saddam Hussein's repeated fisssjpg 01'K.uids in l9f>S. in 
deference to its- friend and ally the U.S. hatred official toe tacts 
with Kurdish leaders arid Iraqi Jumt static dissidents (according to 
iheii account); they were virmally excluded fmrn the media as vM, 
.The was ofiieially renewed in Macdi 1991, immediately after 
die Gidf war. when Saddam was tacitly aurhomed ro conduce a 
:tnassacre: of itk-lling Shi'ites in the south and then Kurd.s in the 
■Jwrth. The massacre proceeded undft the SH-ely ga;e of Srtirmin' 
"Kwitian SchM-artikupf, \tho explained tha: he was "saekcred" hy 
Saddam, not SiyiCipALiiig that Saddam might carry out miliuiry 
■Mtiotis with the military helicoprers he was aullioiiicd by 
"Washiiiyton to use. The Bttsh Adminisrrarion explained that sup. 
|tartfcir Saddam was neeeswity to prcstwe "stahiliiy;" it< prelerence 
a military dictarorship rhai would rule Iraq with an "ttOL fist" 
t as Saddam had done was sagely endorsed by respeered U.S. 
men tat or s. 
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Tacitly aeknowle.d^ing past policy, ^et.rer.aiy of Style AJbcighr 
announced ill Dftcembcr 199* LliS.L *w have eoine tu the determi- 
nation cl'ST rhe Iriiqi pcupLe would benefit it they bad a ^oveni- 
nicnr rhar really represented rhem.' 1 A few niOolh; earlier, on May 
20, Albright had iniotftlf-d Indonesian l J resLder.r Suharro 
uas no Longer "our kind of guff' having ti*f control iiTiJ disobeyed 
IMF orders, so diar be must resign aiiJ provide for "a democratic: 
transition," A few hours later, CAiharto transferred formal anrViority 
to hin hand-pieVed vice president. The democratic transition con- 
tmued with die June ITO9 ckcLkW. celebrated as Jit iLr.iL democ- 
ratie dec [ions in over tuny ywri, "but with no leliUndei cf why 
dii-re had been no eiccLic.Ls d..rin e mi., period. The rear,™ is rh it 

U.S. clandestine military opera ti on in 1953. .inderrnken in l^e 
measure hecausc die democratic system was unaccepnahly open, 
evc-n allmring participation oi apolitical ram' (the TK.1) that ''had 
won widespread support not as a revolutionary party hut as- an orga- 
nization defending the interests e>t the pool within the exisurlE sys- 
tem." developing; a "mass base among rhe peasantry" through LIS 
"vi^or in defending" their LnlCte-Stf- The party was wined our a few 
vtaii latt*, alony with hundreds of thousands of landless peas-ants 
and other miscreants. The CI A ranked the daughter alongside the 
mass murder* of HiLler, Stalin, and Mao. The enlightened Mare* 
greeted it with unrestrained euphoria, praising the ''Indonesian 
moderates" who had successfully cleansed their society, and wel- 
coming thern to the Free World, where they retained, ihe.r hifib 
rank until Suharto's first crimes in early 1998.' 

More nutainalia "it wouldn't do to mention" as the "idealistic 
New Wurld bent on ending inhumanity" has finally enlisted at least 
some fcuropeans in its cause, 

We need not tarry on the plausibility of Washington's discovery 
of the merits of democracy in 1998. The fact that tilt words rail be 
articulated, eliciting no comment, is informative enough. In any 
event, there is no reason to he surprised at the disdain for iionviri' 
lent democratic forces in Kosovo; or at the ftcr that the bombing 
was undertaken with the lively prospcci that it would undermine a 
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ed immediately and repeatedly since: Serb* are "unifier! from 
ik^but by the bombs, no[ by Cod," in rhe words of Aleksa 
■'las, the historian son of Yugoslav dissident Milovan Ojilas. "The 
Lng lias jeopardised the lives of marc than 10 million people 
set back the: fledgling forces of democracv in Kosovo and 
'a," Serb dissident Veran Ma tic wrore. hsviii^ "blasted. ..[its] 
-■inatLii^ seeds and insured ihi->, will nor sprout again tor a very 
rime"; Matic headed the itidcpcndenr station Radio 
-ed aftet die bombing), and had just received the Oluf Palme 
" pleasured by tlic Swedish Govenuirent for except Loiml tun- 
' to the dewelupiiifnt of rlemoctJicy (January B, \999). As 
y di5cu-"ed, the bumbing had rhe same eitect m rhe latselv 
-tit region of VojvodLm, far from Kosovci. where it was pattic- 
destrjctivc, Former bosujn Ghbc editor Randolph Ryan, who 
tetr, wurkini; for years in the Balkans and living in Belgrade, 
that "Now, rhanks to "NATO, Sethis ha.i overnight bcct>me a 
C&riSO ican- in a frenzy of wartime mobili;arioti," as NATO 
have especte'd, just as it "had LO know that Milosevic would 
immediate revenue, hv redoublirm his attach in Kosoyo," 
" NATO would Wuu way ro stop. 
Jtfilh the hasio faets in mind, one may speculate ahour. huw 
ftgtun's recent decisit-iui were made. Oiilv spctuhre: direci 
-ce is slight. 

Turhuletice in the Balkans qualities as a "hiimailitdiun crisis, 11 in 
technical sense; it might harm the interests of rich and privi- 
people, utdikc slaughters in Sierra Leone or Angola, oi prunes 
ilipporr or C0Lld.uet ourselves. The ou^stion, then, is ho\u to tun- 
the authentio crisis. 
The Oj-nvenrioiial anproach is to arm ami train the stare security 
ea to suppress ihe unwanted tnrhulenee, us its Turkey, 
mhia. El Salvador, and a long list of others. But that method is 
le only when they are cbedienr clienrs. Serbia, whatever one 
of ir, is a last holdout OS" independence in Eutcne, hence dis- 
ificd for ilns task, With rhe standard merhod tulcd oal, the 
option ivouLd be to follow .solciiin treaty oblc S aiians, the 
"me law of die land," ;md turn CO Llic institutions o( world 
■ Bin these Washington docs nor toleraic. The ne^r choice is 
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f. a private mating of "NATO delete ministers in Ocmher 1 9W. at a 
\ bide when NATO wis often lift t]UM.-J p.porti of responsibility and 
| was interpreting renewed Serb arrcicilirs us a reaction- rn rhe 
I [akeovL-r of 4?% i>t Kosovo by ihe K'l.A during the preceding 
| months of relative restraint. Cohen outlined Clm.Cii'i plan for air 
B- strikes, and "challenged his colleagues to embrace a new role for 
f die alliance. If NATO OOuli riot muster a threat to Mr. Mibsuvk 
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mces, he asked, what was the poiivf of the 
ib "iniickly became a test of NATO's credi- 
ius of the alliance's looming 50th anniver- 
.while diplomacy was "derailed" by miscai- 
s resulting from White HtXrit icaodaL," 
i milirary hisiunan John Keer;:in dismissed the resort to 
nr™ by rilsir and others •sb<- were "appealing io the sympa- 
:k of the firitish." There is a ciisis, but it. is ' : a crisis rif ccedtMity 
f.for the alliance on which out survival lias depended for 50 veats." 
|U.S. commentator; f-enerally ajjtttcl- Thus William Pfaff wrote 
f- early on that "tin: debate about intervention is no Longer n dispure 
§wtt the. means to an end. It Ls a debate over abandoning- NATO 
d the American claim to inrermri .r si |«i Jj^hap "If there is no 
■■NATO victory wit Serbia, there will no longer he a NATO," v. 

infy soIllIloiV is tor the NATO military "to drive urbanized 
J^Scibisir, forces oiLl at Kosuvo, destroy (.hem nnd The prestril. -Serbian 



After the Peate Accotd of June 3, leaders and analysis recog- 
Esu«dj chut the ourcome was noi entirely satisfactory, bin agreed that 
■hhere llad hec-n one crucial .;<icce&: "tilt •Hal of maintaining NATO 
Ktfedibility was achieved." 5 

To itYLerprct the praise for a job well done, we have to carry out 
fiflie: usual translations. When Clinton, Ulair nod o-lhers speak of the 
ffWdibiliry of NATO." they are not expressing iheir concern about 
Sthe credibility of Italy or Norway: rather, of the te'isiling SLLperpciw- 
fdand its anaclj dug. The meaning of "credibility" ran be explained 
ffV ally Mafia Don. When a storekeeper does nor pay protect ion 
itne-ney. the gnnns who- are dispatched do not simply take the 
! Wmey: they leave him a broken wreck, so that others will get the 
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message- Glohai Mafia Dons reason the same way. ami understand, 
ably su- 
it is not, of course, chac the Don needs, the srarekeepeE's money. 
The common argument that this :iiel,ci'.t .. . must have been 
humanitanan because Kosovo has few SigTLifitanr resources r>r other 
use toi lllf We-sr reflects a serious misunderstanding of the task ele- 
ments of policy and recent history. TJsd the instant iriyve lo under- 
mine the Bishop government m Grenada, and later invade, grow 
out of concern, about the nutmeg trade? Did. the U.S. cherish the 
resources of Guatemala, Indochina, Cuba. Nicaragua, and a long 
1-i =.r of other targets of violence in rcoenc years' It is true thai in 
efforts to enlist support, such claims wets sometimes made (the tin 
and rubber i>f Indochina, etc), um surely nor taken very seriously. 
Arid sometimes particular business interests may Lnilucittc policy 
ir.jj., United Fruit in Guatemala), hur rarely as a primary factor 
The issues were consistently different, 

One persistent concern is to establish Credibility," s require- 
ment that bece-uici sCill Lnore urgent if there is a perceived danger 
rhar trie "rotten apple" might ".spoil the barrel," that the 'Virus" of 
independence might "infect' ! others, in die terminology of high- 
level planners- The concern of the Kennedy intellectuals over "tire 
spread of ihe Castro idea of taking matters inrn one's own hirnl-i" if 
a case ill point. W:rh adjustiiicuis CO particular circumstances, inch 
considerations regu tally underlie intervention and conflict, and 
even the Cold War itself from irs onset in 1917; Russia was per- 
ceiled to be a huge "ronen apple," eliciting fears that remained a 
fading element in Western polity at least into die 1960s, when the 
Soviet economy entered a period of sragnation from which a never 
recovered. Resource cnnrrol and oilier such inrete.sts are oiien at 
stake, hut ratc-U in the target of attack itself, « any significant level 
(with KHiic exceptions, e.g.. oil producers, including Indonesia in 
1958). 

Furthermore, Cold War issues were usually marginal to interveH- 
don, which is why the pattern persists with little change I'.- Tire, 
during, and after the Cold Wat. Sometimes the fa« if emphasised 
forcefully in the iuLtrlia] record: for example, in 1958, with re£"d 
ro the three major world crises that Eisenhower and Dulles idenu- 
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31 the: National Security Council; Indonesia, North Africa, 
le Hast, all Islamic, but more signifi candy, all oil producers, 
nhower stressed crap banc ally tlut rhere was no Russian 
plvcment, even behind die scenes, the .iecrer record reveals. 1 
E It is also undersioixl chat violence may not immed lately succeed, 
planners tail be confident that there is always more ill reserve, 
"necessary, the Carthaginian solution is available.. Those who are 
-Ileal might take a stroll through large areas of Indochina The 
T targets, and others who may have odd; ideas shout raising 
"r heads, must come to understand that lace, i lenee the need for 
"ibiliry. 

Apart from that consistent fact, there are side benefits to the 
-it to violence in the Balkans. One has already been incut ioiV.d: 
rbia was ail annoyance, an unwelcome impediment no 
"ashington's eflorrs to complete its substantial takeover ol Europe, 
ough. the resources of the Balkans are ol no great mcetest, Their 
egi.0 location is, nor only wish regard to Europe, West and East, 
also the Middle East, The first major postwar, coi inter insurgency 
paign, in Greece, was motivated in Large parr by concern over 
"trol of Middle bast oil. also Li laecor in U.5 subversion of Italian 
-racy in rhe same years.'" Greet* remained within the Near 
section of the Stale. Depattrnenr until rhe fall of the U.S.- 
-.ked fascist dictatorship twenty-five years ago, Though se.c- 
, similar concerns now extend to Clentral Asia; aiid ptoxinii- 
to Tutkey, Washirtgcoft's major military base in the region along 
Wth Israel, is also presumably a factor in planning- As lcmg as 
"his is rif>T bncfjrporaieel within U.S. -dominated domains., it 
_ es sense Co punish it for failure to conform — very visibly, in a 
Hay that will serve as a warning to others that might be similarly 
Inclined. The 1998 crisis in Kosovo offered an opportunity- to do 
)tiat that; and we can expect with fait confidence that the process 
will Continue until Serbia either SuCtumhs or k crushed, as in the 
of Cuh.1 and other rfcaloicrants. 
For the purposes of "population control'* at horn::, dilfeieiit LuriSS 
played, varying with ..lirciimtrnnces < tentacle of the Kassians. 
r "yearning tor democracy," etc. J. But unlcti liniily ilerJicated to 
.'"tntcntional ignoiance," we can dispense *ith them- 
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Another side benefit is the stimulus for military pr eduction and 
sales. "Overall, the war is likely to boost defense spending general- 
ly," the Wa!l Street Journal reported, primarily for high technology 
military systems, Raytheon aloiK expected about $1 billion i n 
orders to replenish Stocks of Tomahawk cmise missiles and other 
weapon* employed "to Hast targets in the Balkans." The figure does 
not include new orders expected from other N ATO countries. The 

Ffiwnrial Tim^s observes. The story revrcwi the "reasonably buoy- 
ant" prospect? for aerospace, particularly elements with mote 
sophisticated arid expensive technology; half rhe cost ol a new 
fighter aircraft is -avionics equipment and software, hence a boost to 
rhe high-tech economy generally. 1 - 

Rir the audience of ihe business press ir is nnneccss-aiv rn spell 
out tin; tesrofthc story- "Military spending has been a primary cover 
tin the huge state sector of rhi- high-tech economy, rhe basis for 
U.S. preeminence it) computers and eleorronics ucne rally, automa- 
tion, telecommunications and the internet, and indeed mt.it 
cU'rtsrnic components o f the economy. The stun- goes hick to the- 
orems .if the U.S. system of mass r reliction in die early days of us 
Industrial development, though ir only took on enormous proper- 
[inns after World War 11. The role of the stS.EC sector was also fun- 
damental for agntultural product ion, and no* extends to the hiolo- 
gy-bascJ Llld^rries as well, which, like high lech, are reliant on 
socialisation of cost and risk and the economic weapons of stare 
power (for example, to enforce intellectual property rights and 
other firms oi market interference, in rhe interests of major corpo- 
rations*. With renard to rhe military cover, the guiding principle 
was enunciated frankly bv Secretary of the Air Force Smart 
Svmmgton in January MMti: "The svord to tall, was not 'suMy': 
rhe word to talk was Security'." 11 

The "real winners" go beyond bitrh-tcch industry. Major U.S. 
cms true tion rn monies (Llrou-n & Koot. Halliburton, Becrnell 
"have already made clear that they are eager to rebuild roads and 
brides" Thar have km "blasted 1 ' bv their high tech associates, and 
Western energy companies ;ire also looking iot«.ard tn "rebuild in it 
power-distribution nerworks." The British fear lhar rhey may ayam 
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"niiss out, !l as they did after the Gulf Wat, displaced by U.S. and 
coriliticrital rivals. The government's Department of Trade and 
Industry is. moving to co-ordinate efforts by Etitisib companies to 
participate in. "the recomtrilCTion of Kosovo," a plum roughly esti- 
mated to amount to some 52 billion rn ^3.5 biilion over the nest 
three years.' 1 

War may be "the Health of the Slate," as Randolph Bourne 
observed, but we have tn understand "state" tn terms far broader 
than mere governmental functions, 

A possible benefit is a mote aggressive posture for NATO; a use- 
ful outcome insofar as Europe retrains under control, not at all a 
oeTtairiTV- U.S. planners are surely ambivalent about rhe decision of 
the turnpean Union, in the wake ot rhe war, to move towards a 
"unified defense policy" thaL will enable ir to acr independently of 
ihe United States in "peacekeeping and peacemaking missions"- - 
"defense" and "peacemaking 1 " being understood under the usual 

With that last consideration in mind we may return to military 
historian/analyst John Keegan'.s observation that ihe CiuKOlwe of 
the war Li ,L a victory for rhar New World Order" lhar was "prn- 
tlafwed by George Rush in the aftermath of the Gulf war," and ihr^r 
the "World Order looks better prelected" after the victory of air 
power in rhe Ralkan.s. The latter sentiment was underscored by 
Presidenr Clinton in his victory speech, reporting "to the A-mcncmi 
people that we have Lichie«-ed a vicrOiY for a .safer world."' 1 

These assessments are plausible on the taeit assumption thai 
"the world" est links lliOSt of the world. What is protected is the 
"international community," in the rechnical sense ol the. term: rich 
and privileged sectors- in rhe industrial societies of the Wesr, and 
their associates and collaborators elsewhere. 

Keegan's comments cm rhe Gulf war require a similar gloss. That 
war too wa.s hailed as- a triumph of the "interriariortal community," 
sad the grand victory was also accompanied by glowing rhetoric 
about the promise of a new era of intern a linnal morality, But as at 
least li scattering of Weslerti edtfUnenraroTS ohserved, tin.' war poli- 
. cy nf the U-S./UX left rhetn in a "rinv minority ui ihe world"— 
rhe acuial world, lhar is." 
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The general mood outside ttiL- rich industrial societies was cap- 
mred bv Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Ami of Sao Paulo, Bra; L I, wKr. 
wrote in 1991 that ill the Arab countries "the rich sided with the 
U.K. government while the miliums of poor condemned this mili- 
tary aggression." Through out the Third World, lie continued, 
"'there is barred and fear: When will they decide to invade us," and 
on what prereKt.' 

Jty the time the two warrior states decided CO bomb Iran once 
again in Decemhcr 1998, -h.'ir isolation was far more pronounced. 
And though they have enlisted some sectors in support of their lat- 
est moral etusa.de, it appears that a large major iry nf the world's 
population is asking Cardinal Ariz's question. 

£vcn Ltl victual client srares the mood is not exactly euphnrii.-. 
The semi-official Egyprian press. expressed serious cunce.ni over the 
"New Strategic Concept" released at the SATO anniversary in 
April, as rhe war in the Balkans raged, riarim Hl-Gawhary saw it as 
"a licence far world-wide interventionist" NATO'? discovery of 
"new- risks to 'Euro- Atlantic peace and Stability'" his an omino llS 
ring to those who have liad mote than enough experience with 
European benevolence; 1L is not only the Drirish who hear "very, 
very familiar imperial belli" as the l.'.S.flJ.K. «o on another ram- 
page in tht- name of virtue. "Seen from the- perspective of the 
Alliance's periphery— far example, from the view of die Arab 
wdrld — the document rends like a recipe for nightmare," as 
NATO's e.oncepr of defense extends to "security and stability in the 
Mediterranean," and beyond, reviving a history that is well linden 
stood, on rhe basis of rich experience, outside of the enlightened 
states that constitute the official "inteiriacions.! community."-' 

To he sure, concern ovet "the flow of vital resources" and "stahil- 
irv" in the approved sense "sounds quit* familiar, 11 the AI-Arrivim 
analysis continues. As' noted. Juch concerns motivated U.S. inter- 
vention in Utei-ce and even Italy in the early postwar years. But 
"what is so new and so radical ahont the document" ls that, [hough 
designed ill Washington, "it is. signed by all the 18 oilier NATO 
member states," so that actions against "any other defiant state on 
the Euro- Atlantic periphery tan now be performed in the name of 
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JJATO," adding another dimension to the U.S. mode of world 
domination — at least, as \ar\g as Europe- remains oc-mpliarU- 

Repeatin.1; a theme that resonates throughout the "unimportant 
places," El-Gawliarv takes particular notice of the fact that "the 
iJtJ Security Council, a? an Instrument: to keep the international 
peace, is only mentioned in the new NATO document lur appear- 
ances sake," implying that in the fijrure NATO uJtli "inCtiasiiigly 
take matters into its own hands.,." under a strategic concept that 
"effectively enshrines the right of the powerful in interpret interna- 
tfeMval law to suit their interests." This too "sounds quite familiar," 
Taking its place alongside die entrenchment and expansion of tradi- 
tional ""custom and practice" under the rubric of the triumphulist 
New Humanism. 

In neighboring Israel, former military intelligence offieec Ante* 
Gilbcra, a respecred cenrrist commentator on military and security 
affairs-, sxtire.issd sijji harsher views of "the foolish initiatives of 
1JATO and the U.S. to establish new rules r>f the game," though on 
different grounds, He painied out realistically that the rules "are 
- likely Id accelerate the competition to develop nuclear arms." The 
reasons ate clear. Others will ask the obvious question: "Would 
NATO have even conceived of bombing Yugoslavia i.f it knew that 
Belgrade had access to weapons of niass destruction?" Knowing the 
answer, rhey wiU be tempted to develop a powerful deterrent to 
piotecr themselves from the marauding superpower. The "new rules 
(if thf game" oi the U.S. and its '"rich Western allies," as revealed ili 
'Yugoslavia, are based on "the right to intervene with force To com- 
pel what seems to them to he justified. As in the colonial era, so 
liow as well, the use of force is cloaked in moralist ic righteousness," 
When NATO spokespersons calmly describe then destruction of 
the civilian society, "it is difficult, to believe that the words are 
coming from the mouths of states that we mil 'enlightened'," 
though the self- designated "enlightened states,'' to l>e sure, regard 
themselves rarher differently, as in the colonial era and throughout 
history. The 20th century is ending with a new kind of "gunboat 
wars," just as the last century ended with "rhe war of [he colonial 
powers of the West, with overwhelming technological advantages. 
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subduing natives mid helpless countries tnsr had no ability r„ 
defend cJitiiibclvtf-"" 

for the re;r of the world there is '"no choke,' : Gilboa cone Hided. 

Kosoi-o \nll yet he reveiiled as a competition to proliferate wi'iipunc 
.if mass destruction," in self-defense. 

These analysis art supported by Israel's ksdin-g nn iJirsrj: histori- 
an, Zc'ev Sehirf. Like H-Oax-har.'. he writes that '"NATO's ne w 
dunkmg,' 1 as ptesenied by Tony Tih.r at the NATO anniversary "is 
certain to MOuSe unease all aver rhe world 1 ' because of its disregard 
lor the principles of the UN Chatter. The lessons that NATO 
drsu-'S frriiin irs military victory "might change interna liuiial diplo- 
macy and slide into dangerous territory," and might persuade other 
potential targets \o aim thtmsclvc.-s wllLi imckat weapons in order 
r.o 'defend 1 their acts of cruelty 11 — or to defend themselves from 
other promts., such lis NATO's "de.sire to respond to a grave threat 
against u.-.cii.jlnX:sl energy resources, " or in facr am? other thai 
the global ruler may choree m undertake.* 

Maying a few steps farther from the "international community/' 
we Sifai. that the Indian government alwi "made known its serious 
concern over "NATO's new doctrine that penult!, operations beyond 
the Euro-Atlantic region and outside the teratoid of [he alliance. 
Any such action, said an official spokesman, would contravene 

h i II rr ret 

increasing tendency of NATO CO usurp rh-e power and function ol 
the U.N, See-unly CcXinC-il-" "The propensity of NATO to extend 

r 1 , nail." The ial c lent al rat to rh 

SUO-tie condemnation hy various sections ot non-otiieial up in ion 
which saw NATO emerging as a rogue forte on the international 
scene." It expressed ones; again India's strung opposition P> NATO's 
use of force in Yugoslavia, and reiterated lire position of the govern- 
ment from late 1998 that "the problem should he resolved thrush 
consultation and dialogue and not by confrontation.'' On this mat- 
ter India was in -substantial agreement wirh Russia and China, and. 
it appears, a good part of the rest of the- world, though in the 
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absence of awerage of "unimpoTrsrit places 11 little earl he said with 
apy confidence, " 

The Times of India was also highly critical of rhe resort rn fof« 
"before exhausting die fill possi.biliti.e-s of a negotiated settlement." 
It icxi warned of LL i'ei\ serious c'Onseuutntcs to major nuclear arms 
control issues." A. second major national newspaper, the Hindu, 
condemned NATO for operations " characterized: by illegality, self- 
interest, arrogance and lawlessness.." as "NATO is fast displacing 
eh.E United Nations as the peacekeeper of the: world." lending its 
power "to any country or sect of religion which regards itself as a 
contempotary ally of America- -irrespective of whether or not such 
action has the official support of the U.N," "We need a machinery 
to end arrocities against liurtiatiity. But, such a system cannot be 
built around self-interested interventions hy America thtoujjh 
NATO," actinns that are particularly eareeiOui- afltr the U'.-LJ. was 
explicitly "forhidden" to undertake unilateral military intervention 
by the World Court in the Nicaragua case. The U.S. has become 
''the rogue state par excellence repeatedly defying international rul- 
ings- whether hy the World Court or hy U.N. resolutions when 
fhtst have not suited its- interests," and its current actions lack any 
"serious or genuine legal, moral, political justification. 11 " 

The Indian press also called for the U.N, to "assert its authonry 
apd take on rhe direct responsibility'' of implementing the Kosovo 
settlement, in. accord with the Security Council Resolution,"' an 
Option that was quickly dispatched to us usual place as the 
U.S./NATO imposed their own interpret a tioti on the Aeeurd and 
th>S accompanying 5-eciirity Council Resolution, in the routine 
manner already discussed. 

The concerns of the former colonial world are recognised, and to 
.an extent shared (though from a different perspective), by more 
perceptive hawkish policy analysts. In the leading establishment 
journal, Foreign Aj/hirs, Samuel Huntington warned that 
Washington is treading 4 dangerous tcursc, In the eyes «f much of 
tiie world — probably most ol the world, he suggests — -the U.S. is 
- "becoming the ra^ie superpower, " considered "the single greatest 
; estemal threat ro their socierie*" Realisr inter national relations 
' 'hsory, he argues, predicts that coalitions may arise to eounrerbai- 
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ante the rogue superpower, On pragmatic yniundi-. then, rhe siaj-L [e 
should be recon;idc-reJ : ' 

Americans who prefer a differed: image o( their society nught 
have orher grounds for concern over these tendencies, but such 
matters are probably of little interest to planners, wiih cheir liar- 
rowei fixus and immersion "in ideology, 

Ttie matter or nuekar dmii is of particular significance with (he 
recent breakdown of tLe Nemprnl iteration Treaty in South Asm— 
ths: is. what is left of the NIT with the refusal uf tlte nuclear pow- 
er* m oh serve "(lie NPT's stated awl of diiiiiilaliLl" nuclear 
weapons* and their resistance to even "modest proposals fur focus- 
ing r^T, the implemenr;iric>n of rh.e nuclear disar manege PM vis-ions 
of the treaty"'' 

Concern over these critical issues, alongside the growing wari- 
ness about the revived expansionism of the "rogue superpowei" and 

ecru STfactSjic planning, SiMne insights art given by Li partially 
declassified 1995 study of ihe U.S. Strategic Command (STRAT- 
COM), called "Bssetmals of Po^Cold War Deterrence," renewing 
"rhe conclusions nt several years oi dimktlii about ihe tole of 
nuclear weapons in rhe prist. -Gold War era." ; ' 

Hie central conclusion is rhat the reliance on nuclear weapons 
is to remain fundamentally unchanged, including rhe rejecrinn ft 
the bask thrust of the NTT, except that the scope of their potential 
us^ is broadened beyond the Cold War enera^s, now considered tu- 
be at least partially tamed, The new target list extends to '(ogue' 7 
States Cif the Thud World — Hl-.-aiiing not murderous and: dangerous 
states, bur disobedient ones Cuba, or Iraq alter Saddam cUf- 

oheyed orders but not when he was cuninniLirig his worst crime* 
and amassing weapons of mass destrucTioii wich U-S-/U-K- S^is- 

si Jen: J ;m appendage of U.S. power, even rhoiigh in (lie view of the 
former Commander in Chief of STRATCOM (1992-94). Cental 
Butler. 
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perhaps, numbering in rhe hur 



The STRATCOM study stresses rhe ne«l tor crcrflbi.it,: 
K:^3ih i[1 fi r " n ^ "deietrence sraiemcnt" must he "convincing 71 and 
l^rmiTiediattly discernible'' The US. should have available "the. full 
liange- oi responses," but nuclear weapons are rhe roosi iinportanr of 
gthese, because ""Unlike cbcmifal Or biological weapons, rhe 
lion from a nuclear explosion is immediate, with 
H.Lves ro reduce its efreg't." "Although we are n^t 
kely [sic] 10 use nuclear wwrptms in le.^s than nutters oi iht ^rciit- 
I iinpoTtflnce, <> r ki less than eMrcmi' c i renins taut cs f 
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it theretbte bu avaJahle. aL the ready. One se 
inrainitifi Ambiguity." E( is iLriportant rhai "planners si 
it be Hk) rarinnal aLuut derer mining. . . n-har rh^ opponen( v 
wluch must he rartretcd, "[l]r hurts 10 portray 
ml and co^l- headed/ 1 "Thsc die Uf- 
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d be a part nt rhe- natioru.1 persona we projecr.'" Tr is "bcne.fi- 
fnr our strat^ic pestutt- if "some eknu-nts. may ajinear to he 
rtialH-'CuLd conrror. 1 - 

lese concepts resurrect die "rmidman rhetiry" :irrrihu:ed to 
IRichard Nixon, but this time v.1lIi ^redihle evLdcIKe that the tW 
^ place. Ouf tiK raits .shonkl retojpti^e rhat the "Ttigiie sypet- 
" is dangeroLis, unpredicrable, ready to lash out jt whar "rhey 
most." They dito herd to cur will. a »-are of our "irra- 
Inalny and vindicrivencss" sind the destructive force at our com- 
snd, fearing our Credibility/ 1 The concept was apparenly devised 
n Israel in the 19^, by the governing Labor Parrjv whose loader 
vor nt" acts ol" madnes;.' 1 the do^vish Prime Mimsrcr 
oehe Slmett recorded in his diary, tiling that "a-e will go 
«y" ("nishtayca"} if crois-ed, j ,: seoret weapon" aimed in part 
gatnsr. the U.S., which was not considered a trustworthy godfather 
'• 1l the hands of die world's s,ile superpower, which 
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svho do not have the luxury ro content themselves HTirh the K doaV 
of moralistic tishttcusness' 1 derided by Kfir>u& analysts. i- 

Nuclear weapons K 3eern destined (a he the centerpiece of L"S 
strategic deterrence tor the fcreseeahle future," Trie STRATCQM 
report on "Post -Cold War Deterrence" concludes We shouLd there, 
fore reject a "no tirsT u-ie policy," and should make it dear to adver- 
saries That our Reaction 1 ' may "either be response or preemptive." 
We should also reject the slated final of she N'TT and should nut 
agree to "Negative Security Assurances" that ban use Ot nuclear 
wespons iigninsT non-nuclear states that ate parties to the MPT. 

President Clint™ Jid in fact issue a "Negative- Security. 
Assurance" ill 199.5. but it was overridden hv the internal ""US 
nuclear posture." as the BASIC study documents Ci.ee note 14). A 
suhsec|ucnT Clinton Decision Directive of Nov._-tiil.ier 1997 leaves 
Cold Wtu planning l« course, apart from the treaderiiF.fi of mr yets. 

A separate paragraph of the- STRATCOM study deal, with 
"Creative Tiererreiiee," offering one illustration: when Soviet citi- 
zens werp kidnapped and killed ill l.ehanon, "die Soviet:, had deliv- 
ered to the leader of the revolutionary iiclhity a package contain- 
■ BVi 3 sinqle tcstide-thar of his eldest son-" "Such an insijlitfal tai- 
loring of what is valued within a culture, and its wuaving into a 
deterrence message,., .is the type of creative thinking char must go 
itvro deciding what to held at n.sk in framing deterrent ta^tIetml£ , '- 
agamst defenseless enemies, sis the example illustrate*. 

The senernl frame-work is a shift of "deterrence 5Trare«y" as the 
Cold War ended Ln November 19W: from Russia and China, ro the 
Third World generally. The shift was signalled in the animal mes- 
sage senr ro Congress calling for a huge military hudget (Maioh 
199C). J ' It was much like earlier requests, apart from the pretests 
nut that the Russians are coming, hut became of the "technic;) I 
scphisrication" of Third World countries. This new threat requires 
that we maintain il thc defense industrial hasc' ; (a-k-S- hidi-tech 
industry), and powerful mterventicn forces. These continue to >* 
aimed primarily at the Middle East, where the "threats to our inter- 
ests" that have required direct military enga^cuienr "could nol L-£ 
laid at the Kremlin's door." Nor codd the threats he kid at 
door: Saddam was Still a friend and ally. 
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The phrnsmg reflecrs rhe end of rhe Cold War. A National 
Security Directive of October 19S9, rec.'tnmendin£ continued sun- 
port for Sad Jam, called for "the use ot CS. military force 11 where 
"necessary and appropriate"' to defend our "vital Lntcrcsr.s,.,airamst 
the Soviet Cnion or any other regional powtr--." A month before 
the fell of the Berlin Wall rhe threat ro our interests still emild he 
jaid at the Kremlin's door,"-" 

Thi.s ihift tit ' deterrence strategy" having taken place, rhe inter- 
national ciivirunment "lias now evolved from a 'weapon rich envi- 
ronment' to a 'target rich tiivicynineiit'," the Defense Special 
Weapons Agency explained. Russia was "weapon rich," but the 
Smith generally is "target rich," with "increasingly Capable Third 
World Threats," the Joint Chiefs of Staff determined ill a March 
1930 assessment, coinciding "with the public message ro Congress. 1 "' 
Targets are now to include nation* capable of developing weapons 
iH mass destruction; a very bread category, including nny country 
with laboratories, industry, and infra structure. The new "rdobality 
capability' 1 is to extend to the region "south of the equator" 
{ me tap h otic ally sneaking. 1 presume). Another innovation is 
"adaptive planning," ro jllow rapid acciOil "ill response to spunta- 

nudear strategy. Technical innovations include '■mini-nukes" tai- 
lored for u*e n«;iinsr the disobedient ("rogue nations"). 

STRATCOM's position is "that, the basic role of nuolear 
weapons in US security policy has not changed with the end of the 
Cold War." However, "planning for nuclear was with the Third 
■World was a new development," the BASIC -study observes, adding 
that "the United Slates is sending ,s message tlu.it nuclear weapons 
IMs irnponanr for achies itig ptesti^e its world alfttirs mu\ for accom- 
plishing ntilitsjtv and political oh] tc Lives, 1 ' jtud Lhat the NTT is 
dead in the waret as fat as the U.S. is concerned (and probably less- 
er nuclear powers as well). 

The major erfecr nf rhe end of the Cdo! War, the BASIC Study 
points nut; is that an "important constraint is missing," namely the 
Soviet deterrent. That ivas piedicted by strategic analysts well 
before the fall of the Berlin Wall, ;ind has heen evident in practice 
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since, even in rbe invasion of Panama u few weeks later, where rbe 
new oppotrimiries were specifically utile J by liieh le*"il OtticLalf./ 

One consequence of the end oi die CJcild War lias heen the col- 
lapse of the Sevier economy, leaving millions prematurely dead and 
the society ill cuirrr Sparr torn the wealthy elites Ifcfiked to foreign 
power. Li natural and in reirlicraTile effect of the revctsion ui Russia i Q 
its prc-Cold War .status a.? part of the Wests "Third World./' *i. lw 
dmaied 10 The marker principles that the West Itas p-teaehed to 
deadly effect, for others. J - The greater freedom for die enlightened 
srares to undertake military adverHuict lollows. at once- A related 
consequence is the cullapie ul iioiialignment, an option when two 
global Mafia Dons an - <jil ihe IooKn gone when there is cinly one 
: 'royue sTipcrpciwer." Here other factors contributed, among rhem 
the ecoriuiuic catastrophe tliat swept much ot the Third World, 
affecLiLlg ihe t Liber countries rsxv. ever since the leave oi financial 
li bet alii at ion anrl a specific form of ''edobalijatioir imposed Lu the 
inrere.its of the powerful. 

With the deterrent re-moved mid Third World independence 
In on alignment) reduced to lisc uieresi shadow, we should hardly he 
surprised Lit the general disregard for Third Wcrld interests, evident 
in a range of policies Itoiri nuclear strategy' ro foreign aid, and also 
anticipated. 11 

The disdain Marti y illustrated in February 19.99, when iwn 
important high-level summits took place: the (j-7 huniuih o1 the 
rich industrial world, and the C-15 summit, representing =uch 
unimportant places as India, Mtxicu. Chile, Uracil, Argentina, 
Indonesia, Egypt. Niycria, Vcuciuda. Jamaica (where rhe meeting 
was held), and others like them 

The G-7 Summit was prominently covered, with particular locus 
on the discussions of a "new financial architecture" to deal with thy 
massive uiarkcl failures rhar were becoming a "crisis" it; the ts-dini' 
cal sense- — threatening the interests of the rich arid powcri'd. net 
just l-vltvChK else- 

The Ci-L5 summit was also concerned wilii financial architec- 
ture, but from a different perspective- The mceliil£ eninhasi-ed rhe 
need to impose conditions on financial flows so thai specular i ve 
capital will not destroy economic at ■a ill, with the IMF in rhe 
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background as the "credit community's enforce!" (in the words of 
ihe current U.S. executive director of the TMF). ensuring that crcd. 
Iters gain high yields ffOui risky loans but with the risks six.ialhed, 
borne primarily hy rh-e populations of the. iouth under IMF austeri- 
ty programs, secondarily by Western taxpayers who provide free risk 
insorance.'' O-t.S participants warned, that "unbridled capitalism 
endangers the very independence of developing ecmnrrics by lc;iv- 
ing them at [he mercy of international lend in; 
colossal foreign companies," AP reported Tlie 
d UNCTAD (U.N. Coni'eience im Trade and Development, the 
(Hiijci! LTN, economi-c. research agency) predicted a "hleak future"' 
for the vnst majority of tb-e people of the world unless these issues 
are seriously addressed. The Primt Minister of the host country 
observed that the traditional double-edged market principles — free 
markets fur the poor, market interference as needed tor the rich — 
"Threaten the very eciinomic survival of many iOuitlties w ithin the 
developing world. 15 Others expressed similar fears and. concertis-'' 

The liteliliood tliat the issues mil he seriously addressed by the 
ettfighrened is indicated by the coverage: hrief notice in the S'tnv 
YorV Daily News, the Ofuctigu Tribune, and the Minneapolis Slar 
Tribnne." The reasons wMt tltar enouyh to G-l ^ participant. 
They were stared by Malaysian President Mahathir Mohamad; 

Paradoxically, the ureatei-L cjiibiEmphc fur n.i. who had always been 
i, is dje Jcfcat .if communism. Iht end of the Cold 
,'cd ii h nf rht; only leverage we had die opium k. 
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tisential points ate quite relevanr ro the "license tat world-wide 
Lnttrveniiunism" perceived in much of the world, which interprets 
riis Balkans affair ynd its implications quire differently ftoitl the 
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£ £ s — Vut accusation randy noted in the American press, bur 
I lexrensively accepted 3S truth abroad, was thai r.foi 
bombing of Yugoslavia was a flagrant violation of sew- 
cTtigniy and international law, 1 " Serge Schmemiim. observes At the 
end cS a long lead review article on rhe consequences of the u.'ar. ; 
The reasons for the division 6r<= readily understood by those who dr. 
not indulge in "intentional LgnoTanct," a lew- examples alremJy 
cited. 

Despite the desperate efforts ot ideologues to prove that Circles 
Fir-e liiuart, dkere is no serious doubt that the N ; ATO bombings far- 
ther undermine whir remains or' the fragile structure of internation- 
al law. The U.S. made that cleat in the debates than led to the 
NATO cki.-is.ir.il, as already discussed. The mure closely ™e 
approached the conflicri'd region, the greater in funeral vuas die 
opposition ro Washington's imisrence on force, even within NATO 
(Greece and Italy}. Again, (har is not an unusual phenomenon: 
another recent example is U.S./U.K, boiubiilg of Iraq, undertaken 
in December 1996 with unusually brazen gestures of contempt for 
rhe Securitv Council — even the tintiiig, coinciding with an emel' 
? ency session to deal with the crisis. Still another illustrariofi 
CI intone destruction at half the pharmaceutical production oi a 
small African connrry a few ii.caiilis earlier, another event chat docs 
not indicate that out "mural compass" i's straying from nghtecW 
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It was dismissed here as a marginal cirriositv, though c-oni/iara- 
destruction of US. fadlirics by kfarnic rertOri-ts might evoke a 
fly different reaction. Perhaps this is an example of the kind of 
-tive deterrence" advised bj ijTRATCOM, aiming ar u.llar "is 
lied within a culture," such as rhe fai-c of children dying from. 
-1 y curable disease - 

lt should he unnecessary to emphasise chat there is a tiir more 
- -fve record chat would be pnrminentlv reviewed right now if 
were considered relevant to determining; the "custom and 
ice" that is called upon to confer upon rhe mo!t enlightened 
ihe right "to do tit har ir think* right" by force. 
It could he argued, rather plausibly, that further demolition of 
rules 01 i«Orld order is by now of no significance, as in rhe lare 
"30s. The contempt of the world's leading power for the frame- 
k of world order lias become, so extreme thai there is- little left 
discuss. A review nf the internal documeniary record demun- 
-s that the stance rraces back to the earliesr days, everi L0 die 
memorandum of the newly Conned National Security Council 
:1°47. During the Kennedy years, [lit stance beyan to gain ovetl 

Tedy advisor Dean Acheson justified the blockade of Qiha in 
" by informing the American Society of lliLematLonal Law that 
"propriety 1 " of a U.S. response to a "challenge. ..^to the]... 
rt, position, arid presLiac of the Unired States.. .is not a legal 
'The real purpose of talking about intemarionjl i?w was, for 
~~~-\ .simply 'to gild out positions with an ethos derived ftoiu 
general moral principles which have affected legai doc- 

"The main innovation of rhe Reagan-Cl iiilon years is that defi- 
ne of international law find solemn obligations has become 
~ly open, even widely lauded in [he West as "the new interna- 
ism" thai heralds a wonderful new age ; unique m human his- 
. As already discussed, the developments are perceived rather 
"-ntly in the traditional domains of rhe en3iEdir.ein.-d states; 
' for different reasons, are of concern even to icirvte hawkish pol- 
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The end ol I lit Cold War made it possible • 
Achesonian cynicism. Bows to world order ; 
be despited, as the enlightened states del 
^jnun 1 ! for deterrence or world opinion, 
suffices ""to gild out positions with an ethos net 
etui moral principles." as ret cm development 
daiity. "Innovative bur justifiable extension ef Lnietnatiot 
can be devised at will by the powerful, to serve their ineci 
e.sts: "humanitarian intervention" by bomb; in Kosovo, 
withdrawal of a huge flow of lethal anus lot worthy ethnU 
ing and srsre rertOT within NATO itself, to cite only the mast dra- 
malic illustration. With "unt.tipu.hit ideas silenced and inconve- 
nient facts kept dark" in the style described by Orwell in his 
(silenced) observations on the free societies, all should proceed 
smoothly. Whatever happens is "? landmark in international rela- 
tions" as tk -'enlightened suies led by an "idealistic. >j e w World 
bent on ending inhumanity,'' proceed bj use military force while 
thev "believe it to be just" — Of as others see it, to devise "rules of 
the *rame" that accord them "the right to intervene with force to 
compel what seems to them t.ti be justified." always "cloaked in 
moralistic righteousness," "as in the colonial eta" (Uilboa.). 

FtOITi the perspective if the en Lightened, the difference of inter- 
pretation reflects the sharp divide thar separates their "'normal 
world" from that of the backward peoples who lack "Western cmv 
ceprs .it toleration" and have net yet overcome "the human capaci- 
ty for evil," to the astonishment and dismay of the civilized world. 

In tiiis context, it is hardly surpnsing th5C "international law i! 
today probably less highly regarded in out country than at any 
time" since: the founding of the American Society of International 
Law in 190S, Or that the editor of the leadiny professional journal 
of international law should warn of the ■'alarming exacerbation" of 
Washington's dismissal of treaty obligations," 

The- pn: vailing attitude towards institutions of world order was 
illustrated in a different way when Yugoslavia brought charges 
iiyainst NATO countries to the WotLd Coim, appealing to * e 
Genocide Convention. The Court deietmined that it had no juris- 
diction, while holding that "All parties must act in conformity 
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r obligations taider the United Nations Charter," which clearly 
the bomhiiyg — Veiled language to sav that the bombing was 
g inrernarional law," the iVhh York Tlmci reporred.' Of par- 
it was the submission of the U.S. tjuvemmenr. which 
-ntedl an airtight legal argument, accepted by the Court, That 
' actions did not fall under Court jurisdiction. The U.S. hail 
ratified the Genocide Convention, after a very long delay, 
'-with a resetvation that "the specific consent of the United 
is required" if charges are brought against it; and rite United 
refuses to jive the "specific consent" thar the reservation 
res. Court mles tequirc that both, patties agree to irs jurisdie- 
, Counsel John Orrx>k reminded the Court, and U.S. rarifica- 
of the Convention was conditioned r;n its inapplicability to 
United States. QED.' 

t may be added that the reservation is more general. The U.S. 
"es few enabling conventions concerning human N^hls iurJ 
rters, and dlese few are conditioned by reservations Lhat 
n ferfecrively) inapplicable to [he United Stares.' 
C explanations offered for rejection of international ohliga.- 
are inter-estinr;, and would be on the front pages, and prnmi- 
n the school and university curriculum, if hottest y and human 
SJtierces were considered Significant values, 
ffht highest authorities have made it cleat that iniernationai 
_ and agencies had become irrelevant because they no longer tol- 
" Washington'; orders, as they did in the early postwar years, 

■ US. power was o^rwhelminr;. Wheti die World Courr was 
■hat it later condemned as Washington's "unlawful use 
inst Nicaragua, Secretary of State George Shulr;- ■■ 
le Mr. Clean of the Rejiaan Administration— derided 
locale "utopian, legalistic means like ouLside media- 

tht United Nations, and the World Court, while ignoring the 

■ element of the equation." Cleat and forthright, and by no 
original. State Department Legal Advisor Abraham Sofaer 

ined that menbers of the U,"N. can no longer "be counted On 
view," and the "majority cifreii onposes the United 
On important international questions," so u^e must ''reserve 
.Unserves the power to determine" how we will act and which 
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matters fall "esseimalk wiiliin dm doiiu.-s.ik- jurisdiction ni the 
United. Srare*. as deter mined by the United State*" — ill this cas»e, 
Washington's iiiirtU'tul. use of force' ! a^ainsr Nicaragua." 

It is iill very well to speak jbstractly ot '.hi "innovative Tmi jiisti- 
fiabl*. 1 extension of international lav." that creates ;i right tl f 
"humanitarian intervention," or hi accord to the cidiyhicTied suites 
rhe right ro use wlitacv force- *hete tiKy " lie-lit lL to be just." But 
it should aim he remgniied char. hardl>' by accidenr, the states that 
are self-qualified as enlightened ram mil to he those that can act us 
they please. And chat in the real world, there are nvei options: 

0) Some Irind of framework of u'orld order, DwhapS tilt U.N. 
Charter, the International Court .if Justice, and other exisi- 
in;j institutions, or perhaps s.qtnerojri"g better if it can he 
devised and broadly accepted. 
\l) 1 he pivverful do as they wish, expecting rei receive rhe acco- 
lades thut an: tin: prerogative (if power, 
Abstract discussion may choose to consider other possible world;, 
perliaps a lit topic for graduate, ^miliars hi philosophy. But tor the 
present, at least, it is options (1) and (2) that Ltk-utily the teal 
war Id in which derisions than affect Imuran affairs have to be- nude. 

Tlie fact that '\ <r. operative olioices reduce to (II and. U) was 
recognised fifry years ago hy rhe World OourT:* 

Tbe Court can onlv regard the alleped ri'sftc (if iiicervemi.ni as the 
m anile Elation ol a ptiHov uffmee. such ai lias, in slid [-asr, given rise 
i;' m u is I .lerinur. ahiisis.i and siufh ah u-rrmot. whdttwcr be the detect* 
in intern utional orca nidation, find a place in. international law.. .; 
fresm trie nanire of things, [iniervenrionj would be reserved [«r ihf 
most [in serial states, and might easily lead ifi perverting tin: admin- 
One can adopt the stance oi "inrentiorial ignorance' 1 and ignore 
''custom and praence," or dismiss Them on SOftie absurd grounds 
\"chaTiye of course." "Cold War,." and other familiar pre. rex :s), Or 
wt c;in take custom, practice, and siplicii docrrine seriously, along 
with the sictusi' history of ''humani rat ian intervention," departing 
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frim respeurabtt- nornu but a C U-ast opening rhe possibility of fin- 
ing some iirdefttandirif; of what is happening in tilt- world. 

Where does that leave the specific question of vrliiit should have 
beendoi^ in Kosovo J T[ leaves i C uruinswered. The answer cannot 
be simply deduced from abstract principle, still less from pious 
hopes, hut requires oaref.il attention to the c ire uh-ls cane es of the 
rtal world.. 

A reasnnablc pid^fricnt. 1 thinks is that the U.ii, chose a course 
of action that— as aritidpated— w() jid fticalare atrocities and vio 
tence- that strikci yet another bLuw- agaiiist the regime of intenva- 
tional order, which ofYers the weak at leasi some limited protection 
firom predatory states; that undermines democratic development 
within Yugoslavia, possibly Macedonia as well; and lliat set* back 
the pwMpetfc, ^ dL^atmaaient tmd { w some control of nucleur 
weap<>ns and other weapons of mas* destnicrron, indeed mav leave 
Others with "no choice" bur ro "obtain weapoita of mssj destruc- 
tion" in self-defense. Of the three lo^ieallv pojsihle options it 
chose (I) "art to escalate the catastrophe," rejeamg the alterna- 
tives: (11) "do nothing," (III) :c rry n, mitigate- the oatas tropin " Wat 
^tion (III) realistic? One cannot Jonow; hut there an, indications, 
teview-ed earlier, diat it might have been, 

Fcr Kosovo itself; one plausible observation from the outset was 
that -every bomb chat falls, on Serbia and every ethnic killing in 
Koscvo suggests that it will scarcely be possible tor Serbs and. 
Albanians to live beside each other in some sot, of peace""" Other 
P^blc lon^term outcomes 3K not pleasant to contempt. At 
best, NATO's immediate instirurion of its version of the- offrcial set- 
tlement leaves "staggerii-Lg pmblems" to he addressed, most urgently 
dime rtat are "the effect" of the bombing, as acknowledged. 

A standard argument is that we liad to do scmething: we could 
not simply stand by as atrocities* continued. Tlure u-as no adttma- 
ttve to the resort to force, Tony Blair declared, with rtnn V heads 
li>ddin^ in sober agreement: "to do ncthiiiE would have been to 
acqu^sce in Milosevics hncality." JI If esption (III! ("mitigare the 
-Catastrophe-") is excluded, as racitiy ^ UII1 ed, and we are lefr only 
with (I) ("escalate the catastrophe 1 ot (11) ("do rmrhing"). then 
we must choose (1), That the atgutnenr can even he voiced is a 
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tribure to the despetstlon of supporters tit rlne homhing. Support 
you see a crime in the srreers, and feel thai you can't juiC stand by 
silently, so you pir.V up an assault rifle and till everyone involved: 
criminal, vicrim, hystanders. Ace we to understand; thas to Ix- uV 
rational and moral response, in accord with Bis if 's principle! 

One choice: idwiyt avaikhle, is to follow the Ilippotratic \m\\. 
£iple: "First, do no harm." If you tan tiiink of no- way to adhere to 
Thar elementary principle, then do nodliftfi; at least that is prefci- 
able ra causing harm — the consequence recognized m advance to 
he "predictable" in rhe case of Kosovo, a prediction amply fulfilled., 
k may sometimes be true trial i Lit search tar peaceful means is. at an 
end, and that there is "no alternative" lo cluing nothing or causing 

moral agent will abide by the i lippocrattc principle, That no thing 
con ft rut rive tan \x done- must, however, be demonstrated. In oV 
case of Kosovo, Jl^-C-n;-.;- options appeared to he open, and might 
have hecn productive, as already discussed, and as is e-OminS to be 
acknowledged, far too late, 

The right of "-humanitarian incervenrion" is likely to be more 
frequently invoked in corning years- -maybe with justification, 
maybe not — now that [Lie syitem nf deterrence has- collapsed 
(allowing more freedom of act ion J and Cold War pretexts have lost 
the it efficacy (requiring new ones), In such in era, it may he worth- 
while ro pay attention CO- [he views of highly respected conuiiec ra- 
cers — not forgetting the World Court, which rilled on the matter of 
intervention and "humanitari-dn aid" in a decision rejected by the 
United States, its essentials not even reported. 

In the scholarly disciplines of international affairs and interna- 
tional law it would he hard to find more respected voices than 
Medley Bull or I-oms Hc-nkin. Bull warned fifteen years ago Thai 
"Particular states or groups of stats* rhat set themselves up as the 
authoritative judges of the world cornmon good, ill disregard of the 
views of others, arc- ui fart a menace to international order, and 
dms to effective aetion ill this, field. 11 Henkill. in a standard work 
oil uj-orld order, writes that: 
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Ir.iiel prtMiirns eroding (In: prr.hibiri.'jiL nr. i-h c use of furcc are 
deniable, hut! rhe arguments w legitimize rhe llsc □[ ft 1rLe in (hose 
ciTLuiasunci-s are uii]Wisi)ii;sivc and ji'ngcTrAft- ■ , Even "linmanitaii- 

for H^grrasion, Vid.ni,,™ of liufiwi. rights are inJeeJ nil roo ami- 
mun, and it it wre p-rmissible i CJ remedy rheus by raiemal use of 
force, there w,mld he no W m forbid the use nil" f;>urc by almosi any 
ware j^aiTi^r almost any i.tfur. Human rights. I believe will hjve. to 
be vindicated, and ..tkr inj^rices renralicd, by uiIlct. peaceful 
means, noi fcy Lining the door id agression and destrovms the 
principal adv^iu: m uuernatir™! Inw, the outlawing of war and ilic 

These are reflect iom diat should not he lightly dLsftpardtd. 

RecosJH:cd principki of intern an una! law and world order, 
treaty obligations, decisions by the World Court, con^cred pm- 
nnuncemeim by respected commentators— these do not Sulotnati- 
cally yield K eneral ptLncipltf or solutions to particular problems. 
Each has to he considered on its merits. For those who do not 
adopt the standards of Saddam Hussein, there is a heavy- burden ot 
proof to meet in undertaking rhe ilncat tir use of force. Perhaps 
the burden can be met, hut that has to be shown. Lot merely pra- 
claimed. The confluences have to be assessed carefully — in par- 
ticular, what we take to be "predictaE.de." The reasons for the 
actions als-u have to be assessed-- on rational rjroundi, with atten- 
tion to historical tecr and die documentary record, not simply hv 
adulation of our leaders and the "principle; and values" attributed 
to thurn hy admirers. 
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I ccssf.,1 ^.nsrnictio-r. « it.™ uscM ^i^ftry, Ln tkc US. lUough not in 
I Israel, see Lhe&e books und jIlo L v tnVvlHie.ii, op. cit., WotJd Orderj 
t (ehap. i and "Epilornie"). 
S 21. Gelhiian, a(>. etc.; ^6 it i^t ' k op. ris. 

| *3. E-vidence ii lacking, km it i: a natnml fitesiimption. Sec tsLtnei, tri-, 
£' : on the rebutted i.v !• ■■••<- after the wulidiawaJ of tbe itionLton on. 
( Match 19. We return to fiirdiei evidenft pre*nted by tbe U.S. gc>y- 
f ernment. but it keeps to lW. 

t Z4. Colum Lynch. EC, Oct. 8; Susan Millipan, fHj. Oti. 9, 1998. 
I, 25. Fcimier Boston G(<i!k editor Randolph Ryan. -*tio had het!i w&rfcjng in 
I Y^^ilavu for iritcrnatiiiml aRenoies for several ycurs, and dissident 
K 5citscholaT]a5miriaTctKliisi|ev-ic; pr. 
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26. Justin Btoia-n, '"NATO Lilts ?*rbia'i northern province hard.'' CS\) 

April 12: CA.WlA Gill, ''Nil Water, Po»-et. PliOne; A Serr, L atl City>.j 

TY,Hl,,"N"YT.t.'U4, IW. 

27. S<:e Qmadian historian Floyd Rudmin. Bering ,»i A 3 ^ :110rl: 
Ei'Wewe of U 5 Military Preiwviirtiiiu Ag-iimt Gir-jiil-r (Vayage-Lif. 139]) 

Z8. BSC, April Li'; see chap. 1, none 41. 

ZD, France- Williams-, nicer nan onal staff, rT, Oct. 7. 1^5. Oji the 
absence of any inch Juthoiitv, see Wellei, op. ti'[., who hrildh that rhe 

though fti^hctjlt aT.CllTTX.Tlt. 

Chapter Three 

Assessing Humanitarian Intent 

1. For some cynrapite in recent year., ice my Culture u/ Tcttwbttt. (South 
Lnd, 198S) f chapters 5, 6; tear 50J (South End. 1WJ), ;hap. 
fkrriiiikitt|*Cdttiekr (Soarh End, 1.593). chap. L-. only a small sample 

2. Sit: Darning DetiioettiL^i 5'ciir 50 J, tt'tirci Ordas, a.nd atiutces dial, for 
review. We return ru trie mutter- in chap. 6. 

3. Cited by Mark Arms and Matt Taibtri. Coun.Br|«aidi, May 16-10. 

4- There has hzzr. some controversy, based primarily ori accounts by 
main stream French, repoiters. See Cowr! Action QuflTtirrJ^, SpiinB- 
Suoimei 1999, Lit review. Wl.at matter* here i,s the |jeri:eriLum, not the 

5. Americas Watch (to*- H.imm Ri g Kfs VC', tc hfAm™ ; ), .4 I*;., r.f 
lUtJwninjr. (March KK?3}- Ames andTaibbi, trp. crt 

6. Kcippel, Mealtime, ADC-TV', Jan, 29; Jeffrey Smith, "This Time, Walter 
W n'l Speechless; Menmrv liIEI Salvador Spurted Criticifciri of Serbs." 
Y£T, Jan. 2.3, Iffl. Cited hy Mart; OonL, CAQ, .Spring-Sumfiier 199!). 

7. Not entirely. Thus the Enoncrniist now cites a figure ol 25CODO people 
killed by "massacres anil famine," "nearly a third of the present pnpulj' 
?.jc>t:"i. J * while 'appalliiifl intimidation and torture have been commttri- 
plate" (May 1. 1999). Bui in giving these IprnLahlv exaggerated] fie- 
urra, it tails tn retell il> i.u-n stand Long after the facts were well 
known: that the grrrst mass murderer and torturer who c* tended his 
achievement; beyond Indonesia itseh wish his invasion ~A the neieh- 
Ivjfins rerritcry is "ar heart beiiipjn," and thai rhe tales of atrocities are 
ciniLijtted bj '"ptopsgatvliJLi for the juertiLlis'" s-iih rheir "talk of the 

army's sav^eyy and use of lort.jre" (Ai^. 1S, 19S">. On EaSC TmiOT 
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I (and die eliW Tenet iotil, see Paliaiai Erontmvy tif Human KijfiB, vol- 1, 
5 and my TouWs * f»m CM VtV (Patuhe.iii, 1'tel]. On more re^nt 
I. evemn and co-vcisge. nee among othe.s P,™-er 5 nn.-l Pros^rs and 
!■ souicraciLed. 

Is, Mark Ajl' (Auotraiia), May 1, ApriL Sl>, John A^ki.lIiv. 

Olwewp ll.iTiJoi!}, April 2\ 1999, reponing nn S-aai mid 1tluh 
■ the: scene, im the teisn of r.'rior in the ct>fFcc-gnm--iLi(! ccnt'-r Lif 
L Ermeia. Linds?y Murdoch and Peter CoLe-Atlaius. "Fieftk'm 
\ SlajEhr.ered,"' Sydney Muntin^ ileralrl, April 1 c . ! . Aid wor^urs. TLffi Ltodd 
I and ( ™ K Earl, Austrfllim FiiUJifidl Rewe.u-, Fel:, 2 j-iS. MnnloLli. Age, 
i May 6 [with Brendan NVhohon). 7. if. Murphv interviewed by 
t- Murdoch, Age. Match 10- Dtxtl, '•QuKpotcn V;S iliwtor fottwl 
[ Sydney Momtn? HodJ, Mat' !7, 19W Lindsay Muni nil i. "Wall of mi!i- 
^ rary hlitks doctors," S-eliw^ Mcmfrig HeraLd, June 3. 1999, On Liquica 
I and wher massacres, »l»iiTAPOLI5t(iietm No. I5Z, May 1 TO, London. 
19. Brian WwiJley. AustmJian, May 14. Peter Handier, Ausfrdlitm Ffndrt™J 
J Feuieu-. May 1, 1999, citmg furrier Au5tta!ian niiliian' effk^r Boh 
f Luwry, "rhe man wins u'tote the bonk on the subjiu-.i" of ADRi, 
| 1C. Kic-Nauehran, SyJnpv Mijmi«E IderaliJ. April MM Riley, Svifney 
I Mcnwng H*rdH, April 22: Murdoch ara.1 N'ieholsctn. Agf , fi, 
| 11. rran AbramH, "Wliat Cook. raid. What is- hspr^nit^," In^f^nint, Mas 
| 15; World in June 2. 1997. Richard N^ic»n- Taylor aotl Luc> 

I WstJ, -Ministers attacked over miliiary expert licences," GuuTriiarL. 
f May I Fran Ahranis, ,L B-ritain still selltns ln<ionesU arms," 1 
I lnu«p«n.trLr. May L5: Mkhael Evans, ""Brnairi accused of sell nig Jakarta 
i aritL-noi ucHjions,' 'limti. May 15. 1WS. MicliaeL Prestoti hik! Zoe 
I Bcennan, "Co"k «:lls twie^ an many fiunf tn Indonesia as Tories," 
£ Simrfay Tlnws, M^tqIi It. Pi^cr. "Bloiid on British Hands," GuWiuji, 
I ] PP . 25, 1W- O'Shauyhnessy. "Arm* jhJ jid to JniJ. iie*ia -it's bini- 
I nes w uHiial," JjitifpeiKierii ™ iimdoy. July 1.}, i'f^T Enters, '"U; rans 
g use of its weapon? in Trow;' Act, Oct. 2S. L99B, Clmt.m evasions: 
E Reuteii. S\T, Hec. 8, IWi, s few lines on an inside wgc; Irene Wu, 
I Far tinsicrm Eco^rn.of R L wu-, June .id, 1994- Stic PM-ea and Pn^as. 
I thup. &, Inr fuiihcT dciail. 
f 12- Haq,I?S,Mav2^, l 1 '^- 
I 13. Ibici. 

1 14. MarkDcdd.' , MilLiarycauBhtinthea;r,-.\^,U. 1 v21, VJW. 
t IS. MarkI5odd.SHTKj.ijAtcMay2i.lW9. 

I 16. W<4irm, Feb. 16, 1980, reviewing fttliii&il EccmtmiY "f Human Rtifus, 
I' which elieited h.'JrTt oiirrage hy comparing East Thrn.-.L- tc- Ojrribodia m 



Lh. 



i- A standard :t 



Tx:t:n that compariaun of Ea,, t 
unlit to r_™L>.xlia cousmuLBt ajjukirecks tor Pol i-'ot. Apia- fr^n t "hr 
iraTupjTCinn falsehood, il ih evident that the reaction tii.eH in { d( . t 
K3rprfjf5 ibamelLlI ipiillJ^EI ILi — Fit rTlt U.J.-backed In-diineHUTl Crim-c-y 
evident. hut jiiiiLielligibli: ro aniculaie opinion auriisi h broad fpec- 
tnim. fails, lIui inTiiT a trveatine insight into the elTwtivtnras c-f indiic- 



17. U S fih,ti- Ti fr; ,itLTKCin, "CoLumbij Cn.jntry Report on 1 Iciman RLyhis 

Pr^L-.i-i^s for lyyt):" 

IS. Among odwrs. Human Rigbt* Wistch, Cfki'VWia"; Ki'Jis JVemn-rks: TJi* 
Wiliwri-Pfli-titniliiiJn- PartrwTfhij) and iAt L'mied Sijila iK<:w York, IWi 
Way uiihnuL Q^rt,:- (October 1998>. On in* h^Vmid -i-ee Waiji 
Ord£)-s mil sources cited: Javiei Gi™IJ<> S.J., C.Jymtifli Ik' twrakL 
D.TrLfitTiici (Common Courage, l^S). F(. T more recsni update, sec 
NACXA Report or. rJ*_- AjMci-k™, K-Whr'April J9P8, and ilui regular 
publications ui ilur CiAraiKia Support Network and nrhe.t human 

rights, and iuluL.nl; grmirn. 
IP. 1 was one «f rhr AT delegation aiemhet>. 

ZC, OJwiifafis Killer NfiiifOT^s. citing Michael MeClintocki's very imp^r 
iHTir .itudy Jrunummis of SiuKemfs (Pantheon, lW)2 r . 

51 ■ Set Wc-risi Order* iTid jiiiiirens cited. particularly AT, HRW, and. The 
WasrimeL.m Off.™ on Latin America (W'OLAf. Colombia rji/ifeim, 
Spring 1999, -citine many pres.) t.iuruts. One parTieularh- well- 
renairdicJ case, i rives, tidied by an OAS commission, invcikcd 
hideous chain-saw in as w re* and other torture. See Common ,1,-. 
Inwsrifinrirjii tfe liii ruee.un wite de TinjilJo: (nJOMie Pine) (Oubttibij. 
Jan. 1945). President ("iaviria brushed aside TC4 „ cs t s f (w inquiry to: jW 
yejis., inn m his credit, his successor Enjcshrt Samper accepted die 
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who has been r-ewaided l.y pnimntvin. was punished by 
active service, a haifchrr punishment than rruisi. 
ii Note thaL Israel with not under atuck in a supnpxiv/c-t — ot, in trier, 
under severe military threat apart friiin ri-,1 1 lartn iseeltj of Mat 1945. 
when Arab armies enrered the Liinflitt. which tfjok jiIhlc jluL«t 
i:nriri-|y in the cte&iijnaied PulririTitar. stare. eueitiLidliy p^rtitumrd 
istael and (.Rririnh- Jfiramata-d) |e.fda[i. By Mnv ybciut 3TO,i,W 
had already fled in the ccuiit ■( civil tunflict. By the end "t 

is doubt, ib-.ti bo* 1 feiiojji 



otbets. Israeli hirtorian Tlan J^appi'. Maiin^ t,/ |K S Arab-iwaeii 
CemjtiH \H?-Wl (I.E. T™ris. I992J-. 
■ 13. See chap. 1, note 4. 
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JO. 1-i.andal, lii : KHRP and Bar Human Ri^lus Committee nf England 

and Wnle>, Pij/iiini. Human W^ftcAhuses iri Turhij, May 1999. 
.11. Ibid "lhc Mini*™* sacked. 

32. Flaiidal. Human Ri^Wnidi.TKmaii, McKiemiin, <>]>. ni. 

l.i. Sine* sudi method* of whidesjle tenor are the. prerogatives of the 
:in.ie [ifjw-erful, ihey are cerKidtred less arriK-iciiis or insignificant, per- 
haps T-vm inciiLijjLiiu?. Thus Mr Lai w;ih tLinsideteJ ahornh'iiie atroci- 
ty, tut ni.it planned slAughiej oi sTi'viLLnns and hn^e ethnic cleansing 
t.petanions conduct "1 by carpet burnt inR of densely ptiimlaced. .t teaSl 
Fur comparison of the My T--»i massacre and The military operation to 
which 1 1 wis a footnote-, sk- th.u detailed inquiry by NewsiueiJt ^siaim 
Bureau .dnef Ktvin Buckley and h^ aw.idate-s reviewed in P^ittaJ 

LceiKimj (r/HumAARiifuS, l;oL 1 
.H Polfclllfl i luTOH ftigflt; AhiSL'S, 

i5 G-slvlnick, Bp. cir. 

5-Tj. l.c-yla Boulion, FI'. April 8, lW. Remits, "Turkish F-16s said to cany 
our bomb raids," 1X3, May 18, reporting Miarply increasinE" 1 SLt-Lfcgj 
from Turkish base^ and laudable "human ita.i-n efforts" as Turkey 
admin thousands of A lhanian refijsieii- 

ij. Gabelnick, op. d! On tW . . ->i'ud.-. of the Kurds as "wurthy/'iinwoi- 
thy vi-ciims.'' ae? RandaL, op- <r-U- Alsn W^iUdry IJiitiiDns, App. 5.2. 

3B- Lan-ytr? (."(.rimiiit-fcc for Human Rights. Critique: Review o| if* 1 L-'.S. 
Dsparlm-ept t/f Slate's Cri«ri(r\ KipOTW on Humsn Ri^u Practice /or 
19H, Middfc East lire) Min-li Africa section (New fart, IWi], 255. 

.W. TiTtiiHii. cip. L-il. Gore quoted by Car.il Midgalovic, "Turkey's Kurdish 
ImWi.i and U.S. Policy" iCon^sional" Reiearch Service, 
Litdl- ( ^.^i m « nljisittr^ F 11 1995. 

4C. Oil the irearmcnt ;rf Ocalan 1 * kwv«s. see KHRP, Par Human Rights 
Committee of ling I and and Wale;, and Howe St Co- fxiLcitu-rs., 
IntLmiikiiim fr. Tirrfiej, May 1949. One Wer has himseLf U'en Jailed 
repeatedly, ak. v mured, far such crimes as using the word* "Kurdish" 
and ''Kurdistan" and icaflitaiiiifl a Kutdish Calk for the Human Rights 
Association ot Turkey. 

41. Kinrer. .NTT, May 31, Jim: 1; "Kurd's Refcel Leader May Prove J 
[Wdii tiiFfc Cause." Feb. 17. 1999. 

42. AF, BG.Junc 1 C. 1999, See Chap- 1. no(w 1 1 . 12. 

4.3. "Kosovo and tfcy<jpJ," N'eu. 1 ^'^K Kewrcu, June 24. 1*9, published sev- 
eral weeks earlier arlLt-lc: dated May 11. The compiarisori is Lornmouly 
taken in be an oUtjus tmi-h- Tims, Moscow eorresponJeni Michel 
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WiP^s. des^mg am™ st;,re <rf ftussim Olltlire, ih»lt:s bi. h C ad 

sadly '"- h tlie spxh'flt Russ-Liin «-,iv veterans or: thr siiP.ivcrrsf.-j-Q; the 
"Allied victory ovci the NfQts" (overwhelminsly, (he Russian VKtcrs r 
over the Naiib); "None of riis.'.rt saw any caraLiei l>eiween Ukier's mas- 
sat re oi six million |e«s and rile kiilinps- or expulsions ol K^•\;■ l ^ , '.' 
Mbanians, rJor did any draw a dis.tiiitii.ji. between the NATO 
alliance and die United Suies," revealirnj hjrh iheir iinirai degifrieiHLy 
and rbei! ignr.iTanci; oi world affairs "World War !.!. Veterans Now 
Ansiy at an Old Ally," i\'YT. May K\ 13 ( J!>. 

44. "The teaonon to mas* slausheer in Indonesia in 1965 is perhaps- the 
mtisi seariLinj; retene eximple. its Year 5L 1 ! tltap. 4. Lor review; s-sa 
chap. 6, 

45. ChrisMphiTdr Mlsignii, WVT) f Junt 24, 1 W. reviewing Henri Harltcy 
and Graham Fuller, T«ffo^> JvtHvfch [Jwssoii [Ro^Tnan &. Littlcfield. 
199&). 

46.. See parricularly FAandalj af> referencts or nnre 27, 

, 47. Oetirje Rolwruxreu Fracdcm, IndiWwiJ and tfe Liu- [Pen^iiit, Till 
eidinim, 1993], a standard sutirtt: nn civil lihctrius in Britain. 
Churchill, sec my Turning rne Tirie i'Somh End, 19^5}; on both 
Churchill and Lloyd George, see World Orders; and sources ciisd. 
Wilbur Ed.el, "Diplomatic History State Deparriiie-nt Style," FtJiiital 
Srfcnffl Quaneriy i0(i.4, 1991-92. TT 1C setrety prfijeui expanded under 
Ointiin. li:»iling rii warnings hy the State Departmcnr hislijrians' etim- 
mitter that the nfficial historical rcoijni may tceontf- ''an official lie"; 
Tim Werner, WIT, Aptil 9, 1998. Concealminr and desrtucrion of 
CIA file* lie the 1553—54 cc?ups in Iran Guareitiala is an tgreginus 

eiailiple Or, tlrr ..ignificanLC of tbiii !, uhi tinny fur the (pernios prn- 

grp-m 1 ' with mysi ,>f t>, r ; eviilence dcs-ttuy-jd, «;t,- th-e 1999 incnxluc-tioTi 
bv Kick Cullarher to his inremal CIA study, Sccrjr Hisiotj 
(indiana, 19991. Or, the saniciEing ci the c^i;>al record tiincemlng thi 
enormous U.S. clatidesriiie cipctation t« break up liidi'^tiesia and lake 

Over itji priTTMrv- re«:.jrces in 19SS, ..re Audrey and Gecru,- K^wu, 
Subwwn w F^itrn Mir, (NfUi Pl^s, 1?S>1- 

48, See MAG (Mines Advisorv Gioup) (Manchesrer U.K., nd). Godauie. 
are of the 1»7 Mohel Peace Pri?e, MAG is a U.K. charitable orrpnba- 

Ciflri fuftded by dluitb gtilujis. the Euh^an LliliOil, UK1CEF, and the 
E.itisb dvernuienl. It bas been devuleil N. publicity and acii.^n R -lat- 

ei! to l?ndrriinci irii anli-riersrinnel weapens gcijei^iiy. working on ehe 
tjound in Afghanistan, Southeast Asia, Africa,, arid Middle Last- 
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49. Wain, "The Dirndl? Legacy *>( War in I. at*," Asia \KiIE Srrefir Jinm^ 
Jan 14, 1937. PaJraic Convrry, 'Living ii fiv.utep amy from .i-aiTi," 
Ouiireffcui VK-feU>,OcL, 4, LWS- MhtCus Wanxr,, "America's imrMired 
war srill killing children," iimdny Teknraph, April 10, 1997. Xijruiii 
Podlwlfi. Ven.3 Savanna and laipts Fiirsvth, AteKtetiml Maurice; 
Amencin AiT-Drapfisil f^jmiitti linif f^itiiinued ro Maim and lii.iFHjjii;, 
Tfumsanii (if Innocent Vkromi, MpsiI) C^Uncri, far A; Fjisj 23 lfe m j n 
riJ^Arrin iHiimsTLwrLin b.iwi, ber-i - Wariiii Vermont, 13971; 
[VllitskL ierved in Vietnam in hscrei tress-h.,rder operations and 
HKivtxl in Cambodia m establish a fintfthetiti tenter in 1991, Forsyth 
is- 3 Brtisli busincssm-in and forrnci reporter hie. wtjrVoJ in Asia 
and the U.S; tilth hn\T been woikiriE Uos. and Foil. Wicve it, a[ 
the official figures jf 20,000 penpLt bWn up every year, ova half 
killed. are coo Itiw (Wain, up. eh.). Mcnrmniie Cennal ComuiLUje 
BomW Removal Pn>iecr., A DtaJiy ILnrFjt, "d. Fred Branfnian, 
■'Socpctliiiifi MissingL A Visit :o the Plain of Jars," r-idV^ruiia .Ska-skit*! 
{Cambridge MA) no. 4. 1995. A l.tu^sp eating IVS v.dmtteeT, 
Eranfrrian JiJ fat more than anyane ta fry lu expos? tk crime* in the 
rimucjf |aisfn>ra the 1-JSGs; sec hfc Votes frr-prL ihe Plain u/I.iri (Haipcr 
& Row, J?7Zl 5*.c also my At Uftir tuiih Ajii (Pantheon, f.jr 
Kcjih™ uj Stale lTWief>n. 1973). Also Mlazai Economy of Human 
Kififits vol. II, and s.mrcci £ired, and .in coverage. Mutiu/octiirmj 

50. MAG, see prw-Jiiij. note. K<-itti Graves. "US seciecy puts burnt dis. 
posal teiin in d*.n B ef, M Surda? TcL-poph. Jan. 4, 1398- Matthew 
Ultimo, "Secret ™>su siiLl claims live* in Laos," IruirjMJulmt, June 27, 
J 997. Matthew Penning urn, -Inside [ndt^rtina," fJungJnvk Pojt, FT. 20, 
19%. citing repnics. of the Cambodian Mines Action Genres; [Walt 
TmuillauJ, AFP, BatifliK* Pii.it. May 14, 199fi. 

51. Daniel Pru:m. "U5 Qeaii of the Lnexploded." CSM Sept. 3. 
l'J%. Cmeum Ban-. "One Mars Crusade to Destroy fiomb," CSM, 
April 29, 1997. 

52. PiulU'acjtm, Lns Angles Tims s. April 1999. 

53. Killing Setreis Campaign, Kosovo: "A WiLscckiiid CaBerJ Pjace,"' M^' 
IW.CuaibriaU.K. 

54. Kr. June 4; Kosovo T"c^ t Accord. NTT, Jane 4, 1999. 

^ Kevin Culle.i and Aunt Komtluc, BCi, April 4; ClintLin Speech r..f 
April 1 aiNnTfolV Air Stat UiiLhTJ- April 2, WW- 
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" jL Lynch, "L'S i^en lBHnng Africa ro «he ii, hut, rrist'.s.' 1 iiU. Feb !9, 
1399. Uncli Te L s>rtf that Clinton teiuteJ "fas than .SlCCOClT t.r l1i C 
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i. For background, sec Year .'Of and scaircra cited 

and sources, see iVqfft Uwi Feopfe, chap. 4. 
! . Lisa M-cGmvan. UstnoirrtiL'Y U'Tuiermmeif, Li 

Siriucuriii AJj'tuimaiu and ita AlDJuggcrnaui 
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